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IDUT 
SERVANTS: 


CONTAINING 


Erft, Their Preparation for, and Choice 
of a Service. - 


Secondly, Their Duty in Service. 
Together with Prayers ſuiced"to each Duty. 
To this is added 


A Diſcourſe of the Sacrament ſuited 
peculiarly to. Servants. 


— 


By.the Author of 'Prattical Chriſtianity. 


LONDOMN, 


Printed for Sam. Smith at the Prince's than 1 
St. Paul's Church-Yard. 1685. : 
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THE 


EPISTLE 
SERVANTS 


Good Fellow-Chriſtians, 


Will not increaſe the Bulk or Price of this 

|| Book,by giving the World an account of all 
the Reaſons that mov'd me to publiſh it 3 

let it ſuffice to tell you, that "tis a Deſton of 
great Charity for your Temporal and Eternal 
Intereſt. T would, as much as lies in me, render 
your Eſtate eaſe, profitable,and at leaſt not diſ- 
honourable, which T ſhall certainly effe&, if 1 
can perſuade you to Contentment, and a faithful 
| A 2 diſcharoe 
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The Epiltle tc to Servants.” 


dif, iſcharge of your Duty in Jour Place ; for 'tis 
<rijit the, Nature of Service, but the Faults of 
Servants, Which reuder this ſtate uneaſie and 
'conteniptible the * gr eateſt Burthen and Diſhv- 
nour of it being in. t1nith to be imputed to the 
unreaſonable D Diſcontents, to the negligent, un- 
faithftid, or undifcr eet behaviour of many Ser- 
vants. T wonld pojjeſs you ther efore with ſuch 
Virtues as 11:2) render you the Favourites and 
Confident: of your Maſters, dcar to them (as 
you onght to be) next to their own Children ; 
and by b eing ho, ou will become more confi de 
rable to all that b_ 3ou, and nearer ervery 
day to Advancement : Theſe Virtues are Cons 
tentment in your Condition, Juſtice, Truth, In- 
| duſtry, Hunulity, the Fea of God, and ſuch 
| like. By the Prattice of theſe, you will con- 
vince the World, that you differ from the 
Rich and Great only n outward Circumſtances, 
that you have true Honour and Goodneſs in 
Jour Souls, and that you have nothing mean 
in Jou beſt fd des your Fortune : Theſe therefore 


cannot 
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Cannot miſs of making 17 you worthy to be oftcem- 
ea, to be beloved, to be truſted, to be encou- 
raged. 

But this is not the utmoſt of my Def rn, 1 
would make you Happy and Glorious hereafter, 
I would make you the Children, the Heirs of 
God, and Joynt-Feirs with rift though 
the Servants of Men ; 1 would deliver you 
from the Bondage of Sin and Satan, and make 
you partakers of the true Liberty of the Sons 
of God, Now this cannot be done, unleſs you 
can be prevail'd with to love and purſue after 
thoſe Virtues which become your condition in the 
World, and ſo diſcharge your Duties conſcien- 
tiouſly ; for 7 muſt deal faithfully with you, no 
man can be a good Chriſtian, who ts not good in 
that ftation wherem God has placed him : lou 
cannot then be Obedient Servants of God, un- 
lefs you be Faithful Servants of Min ; nor yet 
do T confine the whole of your Duty within the 
compaſs of your Service to Man, there i a 
Duty alſo which you owe to God, Which you are 
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to perform inthe firſt place, not only becauſe he 
#5 your _ and Beſt Maſter, (I ſhould ra- 
ther have {«:d, your Good Lord and Father too) 
but alſo, becare this 1s the beſt and moſt ſolid 
Foundation of your Duty towards Man ; and 
therefore eaſily conceiving that no good, nay 10 
wiſe Man will grudge you the time that 1s ne- 
ceſſary for the Service of God, ſmce unleſs this 
be perforn*d, they can neither expect that you 
ſhould jerve them as you ought, nor if they did, 
that God would give a Bleſsmg to your Service. 
T have taken care to direct you alſo m this little 
Treatiſe, how tg imploy this time, laying down 
fuch Rules as may be more peculiarly uſeful to 
3ou in Keading, Hears the Word, Receiving 
ys Jacramen”, 8c. 

The Methnd 1 have fulwel is very plam, 
and I need 91:2 you no other account of it, than 
Wi. 324 ave in the Tule, 1 have nothing 
mn. tr bejcech you, that you Would joyn 
w:'1 nic i earty Prayers to God, that he would 
bi js this my Endeavour with ſucceſs, not only to 
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Jour Advantage and Comfort, but to the Peace 
and Intereſt of all Famulies, which is nearlycon- 
cern'd in your Behaviour, that he would poſſeſs 
all of you with Virtues ſuitable to- your Quality 
and Condition in the World, with a Spirit of. 
Meekneſs and Humility, witha $ pirit of Faith- 
fulneſS and Induſtry, with a Spirit of Love and 
Gratitude, and with a Spirit of Fear of, and 
Dependence upon him our God, that ſo you 
may not only be conſiderable aud uſeful"in your” 
Places, but alſo Examples of an Excellent Vir- 
te, and by a neceſſary conſequence bappy here, 


and glorious hereafter, which #5 the "fincere 


Deſire of 


Y our Aﬀectionate F tiend, | 
Richard Lucas. - 
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Of Preparation poggpen and Choice of a Service.” 


Ch. 1. Of Preparation for Service, The Dt; of Pa 


. rents in this point, The Duty of thoſe-- Who! deſig ion 


themſelves for S ervice. 
Ch: 2. Of the Choice of a Service. T be Importance 
of this'Choite. Rules to 'be followed in { in making 1 mn, 
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Containing the * Duty of Servants. 
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Ch. 4. Of the 'Servant's Duty towards W "Felows: 


Servants. 
Ch: 5. Of the,Servant” s Duty towards binſuf ; wb 
'6. The Concluſion of this part, containing general 
Motives to the Servaiit's I performance 
of his Duty. 
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The Sernant”s Preparation for the Sacrament. 
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PARSE K 


Of Preparation for, and 
Choice of a Service, 


CHAP. L 


Of Preparation for Service, 4s tis the 
Duty partly of Parents, and partly of 
thoſe Young People who reſolve upon 
SEC VICe. 


x is ſcarce any parti- TE Free 

cular Work, or any 1ingle paraticn. 

Action that 1s well done, 

unleſs by ſuch who are 

train'd pp to it, or titted for it, either 

by an ta or habitual preparation 3 

how caf it then be 1magin'd,that Ser- 

vice, Which 1s a ſtate of Life, of 1o 

great importance, to the welfare of 
B all 
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all the other members of a Family, as 
well as.that of Servants themſelves, 
ſhould be wiſely entred into, and 
happily diſcharg'd without any Prepa- 
ration © Many and important are the 
Puties of Servants, great is the Truſt 
repos d in 'em, the Eſtate, the Honour 
of their Maſters and Miſtrefles, the 
Peace, the Happineſs and Virtue too 
of the whole Family, doth very often 
depend much upon 'em ; and can any 
one queſtion, whether ſuch a Charge, 
{uch a Truſt as this does not require 
many Virtues and Excellent Quali- 
fications? and theſe cannot be ob- 
taind without due Preparation ;, for 
as no man 1s happy, ſo neither is any 
man wile or virtuous by chance. 

The Quati- Now the Qualifications which 

ficarions of make a good Servant, are ſuch as 

2g00d SEI* theſe ; Fear of, and Dependence upon 
God, Contentment in their Cond1- 
tion, Love of their Maſters and M1- 
ſtrefles, Humility, Meekneſs and Pa- 
tience, Faithfulneſs, Induſtry and 
Diſcretion : Theſe I confeſs, are em1- 
nent Virtues; and though they are 
neceſlary in this lower ſtation, they 

| | make 
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make men fit for, and worthy of the 
higheſt : Theſe will make a Servant 
both happy and contiderable in de- 
ſpite of the meannets either , of his 
Birth or Fortune ; and happy mulſt 
thoſe Maſters be, who are ſerv'd by 
Perſons of ſuch Virtues : Since there- 
fore the Truft 1s fo great which is re- 
pos'd in Servants; {ince the Virtues 
neceſlary to make a good Servant are 
ſo many and great; and ſince the 
fruit of their good Service 1s fo ex- 
> tremely profitable to themſelves, and 
- the Families they are Members of, it 
| doth naturally follow , that they 


Jy ſhould with great Care and Pains be 
y train'd up, and fitted for Servzce, 
Now this Duty of Preparation doth 
h + in the firſt place belong to ſuch Pa- 
as rents who are of that Rank in the 
2N World, that they have no better way 
I1- of providing for their Children, than 
At- by Service. And next 'tis the parti- 
Pa- cular and immediate Butineſs of ſuch 
nd Children before they enter upon this, , _ 
Mt- ſtate. —_ in 
are Firſt, 'Tis the Duty of Parents. pu the 


hey = Every Parent is by the Law of God py 
ake B 2 and 
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and Man, bound to make proviſion 
for their Children, and then ſure 
they who can make no other provi- 
fion for 'em, are much the more 
bound to be diligent and zealous in 


me Parents ſome ſorts of Skill neceſſary to quali- 
fie Men for ſome particular forts of 

Service, which cannot be obtain'd 
without Charge 3 the poorer ſort 

may peradventure look upon them- 

| ſelves excusd from beftowing this 

ſort of Education upon their Chil- 

dren by its expenſiveneſs ; but the 
Education I require of 'em, conſiſting 

in the Fear of God, Truth, Induſtry, 
Humility, and ſuch like, is no way 
expenſive ; the Poor as well as the 

| Rich may reſolve with Joſbua *, I and 
| on 24: my Houſe will ſerve the Lord. Good' 
| n Example, good Inftruction, and good 
|, Government, does not coft much, nor 
| does it put 'em to any Charge to ac- 
quaint their Children frequently 
with Inſtances of God's Goodneſs and 
Power 1n providing for all thoſe that 
depend upon him in theſe ways of 
Humility and Induſtry ; and if Ex- 
amples 


Motives to their Education. There are indeed 
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amples of this ſort be pickt out in the 

Neighbourhood, ſuch as their Chil- 
dren are well acquainted with, men 
whom their own Induſtry, and God's 
Bleſſing has raiſed from little, this 
will be wery -apt to affect 'em, and 
to teach 'em the Excellent Leilons of 
Contentment and Truſt 1n- God : 
Parents by this Labour beſtowed up- 
on their Children, will reap this 
creat advantage ; their Children will 
be more ſerviceable and delightful to 
'em, their mean Condition will be 
more eafte and honourable, being 
freed from the two Plagues of Pover- 
ty, Diſorder and Sloth : Their Chil- 
dren again will. reap a double Ad- 
vantage ; firſt, in being fitted to en- 


counter every Fortune ; and next, 


this Piety and Religious Wiſdom, vi- 
{ible in the Family they are of, will 
give them very great Credit and Re- 
putation ; ſuch a Houſe will be Ilookt 
upon as a Temple conſecrated to Re- 
ligion ; and he that takes a Child 
from hence, will believe that he re- 
ceives a Guardian Angel into his Fa- 
mily, or at leaſt on2 whom God will 

| B bleſs 
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The Miſ- 
chiefs 
which pur- 
ſuc rhe 
negle&t of 
this Duty. 


bleſs in all that he does, ard tor 
whoſe ſake he will bleſs all tht be- 
longs to him. Thus a good Edcuca- 
tion 1s both a deligl:tiul and provi- 
dent work ; 'fis @ cut: ritate to 
Children, recommending 'em fo the 
Favour both of God and Man, and 
making 'em worthy of rhe be'* For- 
tune, and abie to bear the worlt : 
Thele are the Advantages which #va- 
rent and Child reaps from th1s fort 
of Education, but this 1s not ali the 
Motive to this Duty ; for there are 
as miſchievous Effects which attend 
the neglect of 1t, as there are good 
ones which attend the performance. 
How can the careleſs Parent aniwer 
for his neglect to God, to himſelf, or 
to his Children, fince by it he betrays 
the Honour of God, the Happiueſs of 
his Children, and his own Peace and 
Comfort > What ſhall thole wretch- 
ed Children do 2 Whither ſhall they 
20 who are as deſtitute of good Edu- 
cation and Virtue, as of a Mainte- 
nance and Provition 2 Whither ſhall 
they go? to Service ? they are unft 
for it, and uncapable of obtaining it : 

| For 
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For who will receive into his Family 
. oneoreſpread with the Leprolte of a 


Slothful and Vicious Education? Shall 
they ſtay at home, the ſhame and 
burden of their Parents ? Alas, there 
they muſt periſh through want of 
Bread, or abundance of Idlenefſs : 
What remains then for 'em to do? 
they muſt either betake themſelves 
to unlawful ways to get a Mainte- 
nance, or elſe miſcarry through the 
Vices of their Education in lawful 
and good ones: Who have theſe 
poor creatures to complain of 1n the 
day of their miſery or of Judgment ? 
Shall they complain of God 2 he 
gave em Healtiz, Strength and Un- 
derſtanding : Shall they complain of 
themſelves 2 "Tis true, they will have 
Reaſon, for they preferred Ignorance 
and Idlenefs before the means and op- 
portunities of Grace,which have been 
provided for 'em in Publick at leaſt, 
but moſt of all muſt their Com- 
plaints be levelled againſt ther Pa- 
rents, who ſuffer'd 'em to perith for 
lack of Knowledge, who ſutter'd 'em 
to fall into the bondage and mifchiefs 

B 4 of 


Of Preparation 


* _ £©4GR8Q9VH7IA0 


of ſin, before they were throughly 1n- 
ſtructed, what {in was, nay prompted 
*emm, and I had almoſt ſaid, compelled 
em into both by the lewdneſs of 
their own Examples: Let me ſpeak 
to ſuck Parents, with what hearts 
mu:! you, if you have any ſenſe re- 
maining, behold your Children loſt 
to Virtue, engaged in ſinful and de- 
ſtructive Courſes, and finally plunged 
into the miſery that attends them 3 
when you ſhall refle& and conſider 
that they have been abandoned, be- 
trayed and debaucht into all this, by 
you your ſelves? With what face 
can you beg of God for 'em the atli- 
ſtance of his Grace, which you have 
your felves bereaved 'em of, or at 
leaſt refus'd to contribute what lay 
in you to implant it in 'em ? Or how 
can you finally beg of God ſupport 
and comfort under the Calamity 
which you have brought upon your 
{elves> Go wretches, hide your ſelves 
from the fight of thoſe Children 
which you have * undone, and if you 
can, from the fight of God, whoſe 
Truſt repoſed in you you have be- 
tray'd ! Having 
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Having put Parents in mind of TRIS 
this Duty of Preparation, as far as It {, this * 
concerns them, I muſt now addrels point. 
my ſelf to Children and Young Per- 

ſons of the Rank and Quality ſup- 

posd all along ; for the Duty of Pre- 
paration 1s not ſo to be caſt off from 

your ſelves-upon your Parents, as if 

no part of it lay upon you. As ſoon Motives to 
then as you come to years of Diſcre- ** 

tion, your firſt buſineſs is to conſider 

the Condition and Fortune of your 

Birth; you are ſeriouſly to confider 

the narrowneſs of that Portion God 

has allotted you, and with what pains 

and travail your poor Parents pro- 

vide this; you ſee you are not fent 

into the World to take your Plea- 

ſure and Paſtime therein, but you 

are born to take Pains and Care, or 

elſe you muſt ever ſuffer the ſtraits of 
Poverty, the reproach of Sloth, and 

the Plagues of Naſtineſs and Igno- 

rance : When you have laid this to 


T m—_ 


heart, confider too the inanite kind- 
neſs of God, who fills, or 1s ready to 
fall all things living with his Goodneſs, 
Conſider his Alſufthciency and Power, 

; that 


Pa 
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*pal.75-7- that tis he * who pulleth down one, and 


ſetteth up another: There 15 no Cattage 
ſo retired which God does not look in- 
to and regard; no Condition ſo deſpe- 
rate, ſo deſtitute of Friends, and all 
means, that God cannot redreſs and 
relieve it : He that called his People 
out of the Brick-kills, and from be- 


. tween the Pots, and choſe Herd{men 


and Shepherds for his Prophets and 
Princes, this God can never want 
means to raiſe or provide for ſuch 
who call upon him, and ſerve him. 
Thus, if you lay to heart your Quali- 
ty and Condition in the World ; if 
you demand each one of himſelf, 
Who am I? What am I born to? 
What Station has God affligned me 
in the World? This will ſoon con- 
Vince you, that you have nothing to 
truſt to but God and your own Vir- 
tue : And if you lay to heart in the 
next place the Goodneſs and All-ſuth- 
ciency of God, you'l eaſily conclude, 
that they who have him for thetr - 
Friend and Patron, can want no En- 
couragement, no Aſſiſtance, that they 
who ſerve him, and depend upon 
him, 


— 
— 
Hom —_ 


for Service. II 


him, * ſhall lack no manner of thing that * Pal. 34- 
2 good; and 1o all rogzther will put 
you upon the practice of Virtue, and 
a dependence upon God, in which 
coliiifts almoſt the whole Preparation 
I am treating ol. 

Having advanced thus far, your Gbildren 

muſt accu- 

next buſineſs will be, to learn and acC- gom theme 
cuſtofm'your ſelves to thoſe Duties as ſelves ar 
far as you can, in the Family of your "ine 
Parents, whicir you mult practiſe af- they muft 
terwards ,1n that of your Maſters: As pong 
Abuic all, practiſe thoſe Virtues 
which you fhall find uſeful and neceſ- 
ſary, wherever you ſhall come; ſuch 
are Indujtry, Humility, Gontentment,and 
the like. tft, Induſiry; for why 
ſhould you not eaſe and afift your 
poor Parents, who with much Aﬀe- 
ction, Care and Trouble, nurſ{t and 
ſuccour'd you, when unable to help 
your ſelves > Or why ſhould you 1n- 
dulze your ſelves in Idleneſs, who 
cannot live but by taking pains ? 
Secondly, Humility ; for why ſhould 
you not pay that Reſpect to thoſe 
who are your Parents, which you-are 
to do'to thoſe who will be your Ma- 
| ſters ? 


CE CEE 


2 


Of Preparation 


ſters? to thoſe whom the Law of 


' Nature has fet over you, which you 


muſt to thoſe whom your Neceſlities 


* Will ſet over you ? Or how will you 


learn the Humble and Reſpectful 
Language or Demeanours of a Ser- 
vant, who accuſtom your ſelves to no- 
thing but Rudeneſs, Diſreſpect and 
Undutifulneſs towards your own Pa- 
rents, whom though you (which you 
ought not, it may be, fear leſs, yet 
ſure you love more, or ought to do 
fo? Laſily, Contentment in your ſtate 3 
for you are unfit to be Servants, if you 
are wanton and diſcontented Chil- 
dren; your Dyet, it may be,and ſuch 
other Circumſtances, may be better'd 
by the exchange of a Father's for a 
Maſter s Houſe ; but there may be 
other things which may be more in- 
ſupportable than your Parents Po- 
verty ; ſomething every where muſt 
be borne with, and therefore inure 
your ſelves betimes to Contentment 
in the meaneſt Condition, without 
which you ſhall never be happy 1n 
the beſt.In a word,if you would prove 
good Servants, you muſt firſt prove 
good 


Paws rt Of) tu FN] 


for Service, 


good Ghildren; look upon your Pa- 


rents not only as your Father and 
Mother, but Maſter and Miſtreſs too : 
Let not the meanneſs of their Eſtate 
tempt you to ſlight 'em ; 'twere a /in 
in a Neighbour or a Stranger to de- 
{piſe them for their Poverty ; but 'tis 
a Grime, a Crying wickedneſs in you 
their Children: Make no uſe of the 
Indulgence and Fondneſs of your Pa- 
rents, but only this, to inform your 
ſelves of 'em more freely, what you 
are to do,- and more carefully avoid 
doing amiſs, and more chearfully to 
reform what'1s amiſs ; for if you have 
no ſenſe upon your minds of Duty 
and Kindneſs, you will never make 
better than Eye-Servants, whom God 
as well as Man deteſts. 
Thus prepar'd, as ſoon as you are TheRefolu- 


RE ; tion fir for 
invited to, or have your ſelves found Fo on 


' a fit Servzce, fortifie and confirm Your emring in- 


ſelves in this Reſolution, that you *2 S*rrice. 
will perform the utmoſt that you un- 
dertake at leaſt, and whatever more 
you can, that you will do your Duty 
with Chearfulneſs, and with all your 
Might,and with all imaginable Faith- 
fulneſs 
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fulneſs and ſingleneſs of Heart, as do- 
ing Service to God, not Man. Look 
upon your Maſter and Miſtreſs as 
your Adopted Parents; refolve to 
love and lerve 'em as ſuch, and never 
to be perſuaded that your own Inte- 
reſt can be divided from theirs. Ah ! 
would you but go thus qualified to 
Service, you would hind it indeed a 
ſtate of True Liberty, not Slavery 3 
you would not be driven to poor 
and difhonourable ſhiits ever and 
anon; you would grow up and 
thrive in the Aﬀections of your Ma- 
iters and Miſtreſles, and:yeur Intereſt 
would ripen with tyeir Aﬀection and 
Value for you 5 they would be your 
Adopted Parents, Pp their Adopted 
C uldren,as neceſlary and dear to em, 
as their Feet, their Hands, their Eyes. 
Fraught with tiefe Virtues, and 
Art m d with theſe Reſolu tions, enter 
into the World and proſper ; having 
frl begg'd your Parents Blefting and 
Advice, and devoted that lirtle time 
between your being hired to, and en- 
tring upon Servzce, to Prayer r,and the 
contideration of thei things, R 
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A Prayer to be uſed by Parents fit- 
ted to this Duty. 


Almighty God, Father of the Fa- 

mily of Heaven and Earth poſ- 
ſeſs my Soul with a tender ſenſe of the 
Duty of a Parent, that I may not be be- 
reaved of the Peace and Satufattion 
which ſprings from a faithful diſcharge 
of it, nor of the Pleaſure and Advan- 
tage which Wife and Vartuous Ghildren 
bring their Parents, nor of that Bleſsng 
which thou doſt beſtow upon all ſuch as 
train up their Ghildren in thy Holy Eaith 
and Fear, O ſuffer me not, nſtead of 
all theſe Advantages, to fall mto that 
wretched ſiate, wherein my Gonſcrence 
ſhall be tortur d, and my Soul afflifled by 
the fenſe of my Ghildrens Ruin, my own 
Guilt, and thy heavy Diſpleaſure. Suf- 


. fer me not, O Lord, to inntate that 


wicked One the Devil, who delights 
to betray his Children into $in and Ruin; 
but make me to imitate thee, my Hea- 
venly Father, who doſt fill all things 
with thy Goodneſs, whoſe merciful 
Providence 1s over all thy Works, who 


provideſt 


Of Preparation 
--001et for all thy Children both ſpart- 


zual and bodily food, and art moſt infi- 
nitely kind and gracious even to the 
undutiful and ungrateful, O Lord, open 
thou my mout 5, that 1 may pour forth In- 
ftru&t;on. ©) Lord, purifie and ſanttifie 
me, that :j 1 be jlow of fpeech, and un- 
learned, they may yet learn from my Life 
more than they can from my Tongue : 
But above ail, O Lord, pour forth thy 
Grace in their hearts, that they may be 
meek and teachable, induſtrious and du- 
tiful, devout and religions. Laſily, O 
Lord God, I reſign and recommend theſe 
my Children unto thee, O be thou their 
Father ; take thou the Gare of providing 
for 'em upon thee, and do thou ſo dirett 
the whole Courſe of their Lives by thy 
Gracious Providence, that every paſSage 
_ of it may tend to thy Glory, to my Gom- 
fort, and to their own Honour and Hap- 
pineſs. All which I moſt humbly and 
moſt earneſtly beg for the ſake of thy dear 
Son Jeſus Chriſt. 
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A Prayer to be uſed by Children un- 
der the Government of their Pa- 
rents. 


Eternal God and Heavenly Fa- 

ther,thou that art the kind Author 
of my Being, be thou the gracious Guide 
of my Life ; my Age 15 ſimple and unexpe- 
rienced ; O be thou pleaſed to inſpire me 
with true Wiſdom from above: I am 
come into a World full of Snares and 
Temptations, O do thou fill me with the 


: Knowledge and Love of thy Truth, that 


zt may keep me from the path of the De- 
ſtroyer. O poſſeſs my heart with the 
Fear of thee, and dependence upon thee, 
that I may walk before thee the Al- 
mighty God and be perfect ; that I 
knowing, that thou art my exceeding 


- great Reward, may neither be diſcon- 
. tentad 1n. my preſent ſlate, nor diſtruſt- 
_ ful of a Proviſron for the future. Poſſeſs 


alſo my heart, O my God, with that na- 
tnral tenderneſs for my Parents, and with 
that Chriſtian ſenſe of my Duty towards 
em, that my Language may be reſpeft- 
jrl, my Actions dutiful, and my whole 

. C Beha- 


—_——_— 
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Of Preparation 


Behaviour ſuch, that I may not increaſe 
the Burden and.CGare of their Life, but 
prove a comfort and ſupport to 'em. O my 
God, poſſeſs me laſily with a ſpirit of 
Meekneſs, Juſtice, Truth and Induſiry, 
that by Reverence to my Betters, - by 
Conrteouſneſs, Truth and Farthfulneſs to- 
wards all, and by Diligence mm whatever 
1 am employed, I may grow like a Tree 
planted by the Rivers of Water, my _ 
Leaf may not wither, whatſoever I 
do,may proſper,and I may bring forth 
my fruit in due ſeaſon, increaſing dai- 
ly in Wiſdom and Stature, and in 
Favour with God and Man : Hear, O 
hear the Voice of my Petition, for in thee 
only is my Truſt, through Jeſus Chriſt our 


ord, 


A Prayer to be uſed by ſuch as are 
juſt entring into Servzce. Y.- 
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Almighty God and Heavenly Fa- 4 
ther, who art wont to lead and 
defend all thoſe who call upon thee, be 7, 
thou pleaſed to go now and ever along 4} 
with me, and make my ways plain and. 


proſperous 
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__—_ before my face. Vouchſafe me, 
, 1 beſeech thee, the AſSiſiance of thy 
YJ Grace, thar | may both contentedly ſub- 
j mit to thy bleſſed Providence, and alſo 
£ do my Duty faithfully in-that ſtation to 
by which thou doſt call me. Make me al- 
_” ways to remember that I do Service t9 
& thee my God, whilſt 1 do it as Tought, to 
& _ Man; and that I am not only to expett 
ny . my Wages from my Earthly, but alſo my 
I Reward from thee my Heavenly Ma- 
th fter. And, O my God, becauſe I know 
lal- - that I am frail fleſh and blood, I beſeech 
, V1 © thee to confirm and ſtrengthen me againſt 
»O + all Temptations, that nothing may be able 
thee to prevail with me to deceive the Truſt 
| Our that is reposd in me. Keep me alſo 
from all unchriſtian frowardneſs and paſ- 
fron, which may diſturb the Peace and 
Gharity of the Family whither I po. 
; Are Abhove all, keep me from forgetting thee 
".7n my Succeſs and Plenty, and from pre- 
ferring my Worldly Intereſt before thy Ea- 

y Fa- our. Let me find Favour in their 
| and ſeeht, with whom I go to ſojourn, and 
ce, be 'Þleſs thou them, and do good unto 'em for 
along thy Servants ſake : Thou art my God, in 
in and-thee is my Truſt, to thee I dedicate and 
ſperow * C 2 devote 


Rules for the Choice 


| devote my Life; O hear me now, and 
il whenever | call upon thee, O God of my 
Wh! Salvation, through Jeſus Chriſt my Lord. 


—. 
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Drreftions to be followed 1n the Choice 
of 4 Service. 
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The all | Do not deſign here to lay down 


I co be fol» | | 41 Rules of Carnal Policy, there 
[1088 this Choice, Are Very few ſo ſtupid, as not to be 
I able to diſcern what fort of Servzces 
ſh do beſt promote their Worldly Inte- 
WA reſt; paſſing therefore over theſe, I 
Ali ſhall only direc you what way Ser- 


118 wants are moſt likely to ſecure their 
lll Peace and Tranquility, and a good 
Conſcience. Sometimes the Straits 
i and Neceſlities of Servants are prel- 
jj {ing, and the Choice of Servzces 1s 
il Iittle or none at all: And in this 
if caſe, whoever draws you, as the M;- 
| dianites did Joſeph, out of this Pit, 1s 
to be lookt upon as appointed by 
Providence for your Maſter ; pro- 
vided the Employment be lawful,and * 
not. - 
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not repugnant to your Chriſtian Pro- 
feſſion, for then it is much better to 
ſuffer by the want of an Employ- 
ment, than thrive by a {inful one : 
But whenever your wants are not 
urgent, tis much more adviſeable 
to attend the Providence of God for 
a more ſuitable place, than out of 
Diftruſt to put your ſelves into ſuch, 
as you mult again ſoon quit, not 
without ſome guilt of Lightneſs and 
Ingratitude, or continue in very un- 
comfortably: But you muſt in this 
deliberation take care that you do 
not impoſe upon your ſelves,and pre- 
tend to do that our of Religion,which 
you do really out of Pride or ldle- 
neſs, or Wantonneſs. If ſeveral Ser- 
vices be offer d, it is, no doubt on't, 
Iighly agreeable to Reaſon and Reli- 
g10n, that a Servant ſhould with 
great warineſs proceed to chuſe a 
Maſter whoſe Commands muſt be 
Laws to him, to chuſe that company 
which he muſt always live in: *Tis, 1n 
a word, highly reaſonable that a Ser- 
vant ſhould with good Advice put 
himſelf into a Family, by whoſe 
C4 Orcd-rs 
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Orders and Cuſtoms the whole man- 

ner of his Life 1s to be regulated and 

determin'd, and both his Mind and 

Fortune probably to be ſhaped and 
faſhioned. 

Now, that. you may not miſcarry 

in this Choice, you are in the firſt 

; place earneſtly to implore the Gut- 

dance and Direction of God; for if he 


wholly given up to Chance, as Solo- 

* Prov. 16. 7704 aflures us, * The Lot 1s caſt imto 
ed the lap, but the commg forth us of the 
Lord, How much more will he be 
intreated to be preſent in thoſe Af- 

fairs, wherein Men proceed by Rules 

of Wiſdom and Religion >? And if the 
ſlighteſt matter of Lite do fall under 

his notice, which -our Saviour inti- 

+ Marth. 6, Mates, by telling us that + The Hairs 
of our head are all unumbred, how much 
3.EcgGods more the weightieſt? Look then up 
Direction. to God, and call upon him for his Di- 
rection in this matter; 'tis he whoa 

by a ſecret Providence can over-rule 

all things ;'tis he who can give Light 

to obſcure and doubtful things, or a 

more diſcerning Judgment to weak 

'-- ard 
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interpoſe in thoſe things which ſeem 
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and ſimple minds. In the ſecond 2. Conſul 


place; you are to take the Advice of 
Wiſe and Virtuous Friends, and you 
are generally to look upon that Ad- 
vice moſt ſound, which prefles you 
moſt to Duty and Religion, and flat- 
ters not your Pride nor Sloth. In 
the third place, you muſt well weigh 
your own Capacities and Abilities, 
comparing 'em with the bulineſs 
that you are entertained for ; for if 
you undertake what you are unht 
for, tis impoſſible that your Maſter 
ſhould reap any thing from your 
Service but Vexation, and 1t may be 
Damage, or you your ſelvesany thing 
but diſcredit; ſo that this is both 
ſin and folly, a downright deceiving 
others, and betraying your ſelves : 
Sometimes indeed there is not ſo 
much Regard had to your Ability, as 
Chearfulneſs and Induſtry, and in 
this caſe, if your Capacity come not 
up to their Expe<tation, you wrong 
'em not; but then, they lay upon 
you a double Obligation to good Na- 
ture and Diligence ; for 'tis mon- 
ſtrouſly ingrateful, if you force 'em 

C 4 to 


Virtuous 
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to bear not only your Ignorance, but 
your-Idleneſs and Ill Nature too. In 

4: Chuſe as the fourth place ; you are to chuſe a 
it you Were Service, AS if You were to make your 
chaoge, Fortune 1n 1t, and as if you miſt 

there, you could hit no where : For if 

you only deſign it as a Refuge for your 

preſent want and prefling neceſſity, 

if you only put in there, as into a 

Port, to avoid a Storm, being reſolv'd 

to hoiſe up Sail to the next fair 

Wind, you will be ſhrewdly tempted 

to do your bulineſs very negligently 

and careleſly, and ſo beſides the guilt 

of Ingratitude, you will incur that of 

A gr tc Injuſtice too. In the /aſt place ; 1n- 
Family the fead of all further Rules, take this ; 

viCe- You are to account that Family the 

beſt for you, which 1s in it ſelf the 

moſt Religious; the beſt for your 

Temporal, and the beſt for your Eter- 

nal Intereſt. Fr/t, for your Tempo- 

ral Intereſt; good men, if they are 

able, do generally more than they 
promiſe; wicked men much leſs : 

Good Chriſtians will look upon you 

as their Fellow-Cit1zens, nay, Fellow- 

Servants, for you have one Maſter ; 

nay, 
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nay, what is more, members of the 
ſame body, for you have one Head 
Chriſt Jeſus ; and therefore ſuch will 
treat you with Charity and Gentle- 
neſs, and will as heartily ſeek your 
Intereſt as their own ; for 'tis impol- 
fible but that a good man ſhould 
make much of them that fear the Lord. 
But beſides that gain which you will 
reap from the Countenance and At- 
fiſtance, or receive from the hand of 
a Religious Maſter, there are two 0- 
ther Advantages which the Rel:gion 
of any Family gives the Servants of 
it, Gredit and Reputation in the World, 
and the BleſSing of God, which how 
much they conduce to your Worldly 
Intereſt, I need not, I ſuppoſe, ac- 
quaint you. 

* But, ſuppoſe this Choice of a Re- 
Iigtous Family did not ſerve your 
Worldly Intereſt altogether fo well 
as the Choice of ſome other perad- 
venture might , yet furely 1t beſt 
ſerves your Eternal Intereſt; and 
therefore a Religious Family 1s to be 
preierr'd, eſpecially by people of 
greener years. Tis true, a good man, 
| like 
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like Joſeph, may ſerve the God of 1/- 
rael in the Houſe of Potzphar ; but 
ſure, nothing but Neceflity, not his 
own Choice, ſhall bring him thither ; 
* Luke 10. the Salvation of the Soul 1s the * one 
y_ thing needful, and therefore this is the 
Intereſt that 1s firſt to be ſecurd. 
They have certainly but little Vene- 
ration for Religion, who will prefer 
the gain of two or three Crowns 1n 
a year, with the hazard of their Vir- 
tue, before all the Advantages of a 
Religious and well-govern'd Family. 
They are certainly very little ſenſible 
of the danger of Temptations,and the 
weakneſs of Human Nature, who for 
a very inconſiderable profit are rea- 
dy to expoſe themſelves to the Infe- 
tion of 11] Company, to the Corrup- 
tions of 11] Example, which are much 
more apt to affect you, when Autho- 
rity and Intereſt 1s joyned with the 
Deceitfulneſs of fin, as in the Ex- 
amples of Maſters and others whom 
you depend upon and reſpet, Tis 
an unſpeakable diſadvantage to your 
Virtue and Religion, to be in a Fami- 
ly where you muſt wholly want. the 
CONUNON 
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common means of Grace, I mean the 
Reading of the Word of God, good 
Inſtruction, Prayer, and a Chriſtian 
Diſcipline in the Family : But how 
much greater diſadvantage when 
theſe are not only neglected, but con- 
temn'd and derided? To live bereav'd 
of the Means of Grace in a mere 
Dearth of Spiritual Food, 1s an un- 
happy ſtate; but to live amidſt daily 
Temptations, and even Solicitations 
to 11n, 15 an unhappier ſtill. It young 


unexperienced people are apt to for. 


oet God,even in thoſe Families where 
they are often put in mind of him, 


how will they remember him where 


all forget him 2 If they can hardly 
be preſerv'd by the Care of a Religi- 
ous Maſter, and the conſcientious ob- 
{ervance,of Religious Duties, how 
will they be ſecur'd in a Family 
where there are no opportunities or 
means of Virtue? and not only fo, 
but where thereare all opportunities 
and means of Vice, and where Vice 
is countenanced and encourag'd by 

common practice ? 
But 1n all this, let me not be miſta- 
ken, 


—— 
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what Fa- ken, when I ſay, that Family is 1 is to be 

won Frog choſen by Servants which is the moſt 

Religious, Religious; I do not mean that they 
ſhould meaſure the Religion of the 
Maſter by mere words, or mere Opi- 
nions, but by the orderly Govern- 
ment of his Family, by the conſcien- 
tious Practice of Family Duties, by 
the peaceableneſs and gentleneſs of 
his Converſation, by the Juſtice and 
Charity of his Actions ; for this 5 
true Religion and undefiled before God. 


A Prayer to be uſed on this 
occaſ10n. 


Thou the only Wiſe and Almighty 

God, who waſt with Jacob -1n 

his flight, and Joſeph 1 his Gaptivity, 
who dtdſt provide for thy Servant Moſes 
a Retreat and Entertainment in the 
Wilderneſs, be thou with me, guide thou 

' and airett me; I deſire to reſign up my ſelf 
to thy Providence : O lead thou me, and 
I ſhall ſecurely and ſafely follow thee: O 
give me Bread to eat, and Raiment to 


Put on, and I will be thy Servant, and 
thou 


th. - 
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thou ſhalt be my God. But O ſuffer not 
mine Eye, my Imagination, to be dazled 
by a vain ſhew of Wealth and Plenty, fo 
4s to prefer the Hopes of it, before the 
Advantages of Religion and Virtne. Suf- 
fer me not to be led into Egypt by my 
Wantonneſs and Idleneſs. Let not my 
Lot be to live in any place whence thou 
art baniſht. Shut me up, O Lord, mm the 


Ark of ſome Religious Family, that I may 


eſcape the Deluge of this wicked Gene- 


ration, and where I may enjoy thee, and 


diſcourſe of thee, and tell of all thy won- 
| drous works, and be fed with Divine 


Truths. This, this, O Lord, is the thing 
[ would chuſe, though with hardſhip and 
difficulties, rather than to dwell with 
Eaſe and Plenty in the Tents of Wicked- 
neſs: But not my will, O Lord, but thy 
will be done ; if it be thy pleaſure, that 
I ſhould dwell amongſt thoſe who are 
ſtrangers to a Life of Godlineſs, O never 
ſuffer me to be aſhamed to own thy 
Truths, or prattice thy Precepts. O ne- 
ver ſuffer me to forget thee amidſt the 
Temptations of ill Company, and ill Ex- 
amples ; but Lord, let me be a burning 
and a thining Light, that the reſt of the 

Family 
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Family may be mov'd by my Devotion 
and Virtue, to glorifie thee. Let my Life 
fo far adorn and ſet off the Doftrine 
of Ghriſt, that others may be 1m love with 
Holineſs, and be aſhamed of Sin. Hear 
me, O Lord, for I wait upon thee ; di- 
rect me, for thou art the guide of my 
Youth : O my God and my Father, mm thee 
i5 m Truſt, through Jeſus Chriſt my 
Lord. 
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The Servants Obligations to Re- 
ligion. 


CHAP. L 


Of the Servants Duty towards God, thezr 
Obligntion to Religion; Directions 
for Relative Duties, Reading, Pray- 
zng, &c. The Virtues God requires of 
'em ; dependence upon him ; Gontent- 
ment ; Faithfulneſs to their Maſters. 


NE * thing is needful, faid our * Luke to. 
Saviour to Martha, when ſhe 4* 


was cumbred about much ſerving, when 
ſhe was careful aud troubled about many 
things, and that 1s Religion. Religion 
is as neceſlary for a Servant as a Gen- 
tleman, for a Peaſant as a Prince; 
for Salvation 1s of equal importance 
to both, and I cannot ſee, but that 
thoſe of the meaneſt Rank lie under 
as ſtrong Obligations to Religion as 


any other men do. If the Wy 
0 
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The S ervants Obligation 


AServant of a Servant be well weigh d, it will 


15 leſs liable 
ro Tempta- 


be found, that he has fewer Tempta- 


rions than tations to, and conſequently excuſes 


others. 


for ſin, than any other ſort of men ; 


for he is reſtrain'd and kept within * 


the bounds of a Regular & Civil Life : 


by the neceflities of his Fortune, by 
the confinement of his Duty, and by 
the indiſpen{ible Attendance of his 
Place: Ambition, Idleneſs and Luxu- 
ry, which are the great Incentives to 
fin and folly in other men, are not 


ordinarily incident to the ſtate of . 


Servants : Belides, that Labour and 


Care is a fort of good Diſcipline to | 


the body, and keeps 1t more modeſt 
and humble in its Appetite. 'T1s true, 
there are a fort of Servants which 
ſerve rather for grandeur, than any 
neceſſary Duty, who are only the 


ſtate of the Hall and Antichamber, 
and the Ornament of Coaches ; fuch =; 


are generally too well fed, and too 
little 1mploy'd, 
they are expos'd ina ſtate of Servi- 
tude almoſt to all the Temptations, 
that men of the higheſt Rank are; it 


were heartily to be witht, that ſuch + 


a4S 


and conſequently, 7 


to Religion. 


” as theſe would : reſcue themſelves 


. from this worſt ſort of Servitude, by 


betaking themſelves to ſomething 
: that might conſiſt with their Service; 
and it highly concerns the Maſters of 
ſuch,as they worfld avoid the guilt of 
_ their Servants Ruin, to find out ſome 
ways to employ them ; in the mean 
_- time, they are to ſtand like Souldiers 
on their Guard, and while they keep 
with Sobriety and ſtrict Attendance 
to their Poſt, I hope they may be faid 
. . to be upon theirDuty,and in their Im- 
'ployment, and may be ſo accounted. 
_ by God. But to paſs on from the 
Conſideration of this Caſe, which 1s 
not altogether ſo common, and to re- 
* turn to the Ordinary ſort of Servants, 
| beſides the Reſtraints which Servants 
'lie under, which are ſo many Guards 
and Fences of Virtue, beſides the Tra- 
vail and hardſhip which the Body un- 
.dergoes, which is a ſort of Diſcipline 
*to it, they are reſtrained from fin by 
the narrowneſs of their Fortune, 
. which ſhould reaſonably, nay mutt 
. neceſſarily keep 'em from expentive 
-111, (and almoſt all fins are ſuch,) and 
| | by 
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by Hopes and Fears more peculiar to 
this ſtate than any other they dread, 
or at leaſt thould do ſo, not oniy the 
diſpleaſure of God, but of their Ma- 
ſters too: Their good Fortune de- 
pends directly and immcUiatcly on 
their good Behaviour, anc 'tis next to 
an impoſſibility, that they ſhould fall 
into Vicious Courſes, but that they 
muſt at the ſame time fall into Kuine 
as well Temporal as Eternal, being 
diſcarded, difgrac'd, and not only re- 
proachfully thruſt out of their pre- .. 
fſent Service, but thereby made in- | 
capable of another. To all theſe 


"HA Conliderations, I might peradventure ? 

PLA add one more, that {in in it ſelf is not - 1 

MEAN ſo taking or luſcious to a Servant, as  ; 
I to thoſe of higher quality: The ; 
Ws World doth not court them in ſo - , 
i much Pomp and Luſtre, as it doth, 
* the Rich and the Great: Tempta- _ xÞ 
ll tions are not ſet off with fo many _ + 
if 3cauties and Ornaments, when drefſ- . 
Wil {ed and prepar'd for the Servant, as hþ; 
hl when for the Maſter ; and as this 

il Rank of People doth not encounter © {© 
| the ſame force and allurement in +4 


Tempta-. 


. theſe wretched creattites mcur it 
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Temptations: ; fo they have more Al- 
lays, Fears and Checks mixt with 
their finful Enjoyments, than others 
have ; fo that upon the whole, I may 
conclude, that the Servant who lives 
in any Courſe of Vice, is of ail Sots 
the moſt deſperate; he breaks through 

more reſtraints to commit tin; he runs 
more hazards to be damned thun any, 
other man whatever ; he ſets his Soul 
at a viler Rate than any other Mortal, 
and rather than not be ruin'd and be 
damn'd; he will be bath withour 
Temptation, and without Pleaſure : 
Ah infatuated wretch ! that will be 
miſerable in deſpight of God and 
Fortune too! that will be vicious 
and wretched in deſpight of fo many 
difficulties. and d! ſcourazen ments, and 
are content to be ruin'd rather than 


, not be damn'd ! A man would think 


Damnation had Tempeation tn it, for 
the poor deſpicable tins, by which 
have none. 

That ſtation is very coin 
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vantage, Service contains in it ſome 
Incitements to Holineſs, almoſt pecu- 
ltar to this ſtate. A mean Fortune, 
like Calamities, whets and ſharpens 
thoſe Minds that have any ſparks of 
honour or courage in 'em; he may 
be thought juſtly . to deſerve a mean 
Fortune, and a ſervile Condition,who 
does not labour to qualifie himſelf 
for a better. Virtue then is wholly 
neceflary to redeem mean perſons 
from Servitude and Contempt, and 
therefore, if a Servant had any Soul, 
it ſhould, methinks, be enkindled 
with an honeſt Ambition of coming 


up, though not to the Fortune, yet 


to the Merit of thoſe above him ; he 


ſhould be zealous to compenſate the 


meannels of his Birth and Condition, 


by the Virtue of his Life, and the 


£00dneſs of his Actions: This 1s that 


which will ſet him on the ſame level. 
with the Rich and Mighty, it any - 


thing will ; for whatever looſe and 
vain people may talk, great Virtues 
are excellent Qualifications, and ren- 
der Men extremely ſerviceable and 


nec:fary in the World. "Tis very, 


rare 


to Religion. 


- rare that any man does long want a 
- higher - ſtation, who has Ability 
, enough to fill it; however 1t be, he is 
s | as truly great who truly meriteth 
f _ Greatneſs, as he: that poſlefleth 1t. 
y , Beſides this, that Virtue 1s the moſt 
n _ natural way to advance a mean 
(6) man's Fortune ; there is in this ſtate 
If _. one further Motive to Virtue, which 
ly 1s, that a Servant ſtands almoſt in 
1s . daily need of it : So many and vari- 
d _ ousare the Pleaſures of the Wealthy 
and the Great, that whule theſe lait, 
2d © as they deſire not to exchange the! 
18 Paradiſe for a Heaven; fo they do not 
et diſcern the Uſe and Neceſlity of thoſe 
he | Virtues that qualifie 'em for 1t ; they 
he do not feel the want of Spiritual and 
n, Inward Pleaſures, who are wholly 
he . taken up with Carnal ones ; they 
at need not the ſupport of Faith, or the 
vel + Belief of another World, who are 
ny - more than well enough content with 
nd this; they ſee not the Ie of De- 
aes - pendance upon God, who have gqods 
en- - laid up for many years, and ere ſe- 
nd _ cure 1n their hearts, as if their ſta- 
ery, tion were ſuch that they cquid defi2 
are D 3 the 
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the common Events of Providence to 
reduce 'em to Neceſſity. What buſt 
neſs have they for Patience, Induſtry, 
Moderation, where every thing not. 
only obeys their zl, but flatters 
their Fancy , and their W ealth 1s ſuf- 
ficient ro {upport Idleneſs and Riot 
too 2 But in the condition of Servi- 
tude, all 1s th2 quite contrary, they 
zannot only not I've happily in ano- 
thee World, but _ they cannot live 
picaſantiy 1n this without Virtue; the ' 
Peace and pleaſure of their Minds is. 
neceſiary to compeniate- the Travail 
of their Bodies, the belief of another 
Life to render this tolerable. and eaſy : 
Patience, Meeknels, Induftry is abſo- 
lutely neceflary in them, to render 
them contented and fatished in their 
ſtation: The Reafon's plain, without 
theſe they cannot be good Servants, 
and every Service 1s a burden, and 
{lavery to, an 1il one: So that Virtue is 
as neediul tg the Happineſs of a Ser- 
vant, «8 his Food or is Wages; his. 
ſtato is flavith 6 & unſupportable with- 
out it.free and exjie with it.I will take 
upoa iny ſelf the perſon of a Servant, 
that 


to Religion. 


that I may the better expreſs the 
force and ſtrength. of theſe Arguments 
which I have made ule of to per- 
ſuade Servants to become Religious. 


_ I fee my Condition, my Parents are 


unable to ſerve me, I have no Friends, 
none that can, or none that will be of 
any conliderable uſe to me. What 
ſhall I do? I have but one way to 
render my ſelf dear to God, or valu- 
able to Man, and that is by living re- 
ligioutly and virtuoutſly; if I do 
otherwiſe, God will caſt me 08,7 thall 
meet with Contempt from Man, and 
what 1s worlke, I ſhall deſerve it; I 
{hall ever be a ſlave, and ever deſerve 
to be ſo: Pity and compattion is te 

higheſt honour and favour from Man 
that I muſt ever aſpire to, and when 
my ſtrength for drudgery fails, that, 
1t may be, will do ſo too; and then 
Beggery and Reproach muſt be the 
Portion of my decay d Age. I can 
never think on theſe things, but I am 
filled with bluſhes and diſdain; fure- 
ly I have a Rational and Im naeta) 
Soul as well as the Rich and We fl” : 
and ſure the Incenſe of Virtuous 
D 4 Acons, 
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Actions, and devout Prayers, would 
ſmell as ſweet to God, if offer'd up by 
me, as by a more Fortunate Man; and 
if ſo, what Reaſon have I to diſtruſt, 
but that God who 1s rich in bounty 
towards all, would be ſo towards me 
too? Well then, I am ſtedfaſtly re- 
{olv'd, that I will lead an unblame- 
able life, and whatever my Fortune 
be, the World ſhall ſee I can deſerve 
a gocd one ; and by this, 1t I do not 
thrive and proſper, and get in time 
into a better ſtation, I ſhall obtain 
this unſpeakable Advantage, that 7 
{hall render my preſent one both ho- 
nourable and eaſie: *Tis nota ſervile 
Birth, nor {ervile Fortune, but a ſer- 
vile Mind that makes a Man con- 
cemptible, a Mind that has no Faith, 
no Truth, no Courage, no Induſtry, 
no Gratitude, that 1s, in one word, 
no Honour in 1t : But if I have all 
theſe, and if together with all this, 
Moderation, ſo that I am my own 
Maſter, though another's Servant, I 
am mn ſuch caſe full of Honour, no 
Cloud of Meanneſs can* obſcure or 
conceal me, I am a Star viſible by my 
| Own 
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own Light, a Gem valuable for my 
own intrinſick worth, I ſhall be 
beloved and reſpected wherever Iam); 
for Virtue, how ever it be clad, has 
beauty and majeity on its forehead z 
nor is this all, my ſtation will be full 
of eaſe as well as credit, for what 
ſhould trouble me 2 The Travail and 


' Careof my Place? Alas ! this is but 
pleaſure to the induſtrious ! the dif- 


pleaſure of thoſe I depend upon? Alas! 
I ſhall never fall under it, or at leaſt, 


- I ſhall never deſerve it ! and then the 


peace and the ſatisfaction of my mind 
will more delight me than ever their 
weakneſs can diſturb me! Finally, 
what can it be that can trouble me? 
The uncertainty of a Servants ſta- 
tion? why, while I hve-virtuouſly, I 
can never want; whatever betides 
me, I have a God, an Almighty God 
that cares for me, and if the worſt 


' comes to the worſt, my trouble can 


be.but ſhort, my Life and zt will end 
at leaſt together, and then Glory and 

Eternity will receive-me. 
Thus I hope I have convinced Ser- 
vants of the many Obligations they 
| he 
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lie under to be Religious: I have in- 
ſiſted a 'little largely upon this, be- 
cauſe I have ever found it a. harder 
Task to perſuade people to do their 
Duty, than to teach 'em what it 1s. 
But againſt all that has been ſaid,two 
things are wont to be objected ; Fr/t, 
The meanneſs of their Capacity, or 
at leaſt Education : And ſecondly,their 
want of time or opportunity for Rel1- 
\___ _ gious Duties; but both theſe are mere 
cnt re thifts and pretences ; for as to the firſt, 
vanr's Inca- their Souls are endow'd with the ſame 
ME piory ar Faculties and Capacities, they have 
WR! wer'd. = 
(HAN ; the ſame Reaſon, Courage and Im- 
MIO mortality with the Rich or Mighty, 
WA as 'tis evident from innumerable In- 
ſtances of men, who, aſcending from 
the loweſt to the higheſt ſtation,have 
not only filled, but adorn'd it too. As 
to Education, here 1 confeſs, there 1s 
{ome difference between thoſe: of a 
higher and lower Rank, but; as 'tis = 
generally manag'd, it conſiſts .in fuch 
poor punctilio's, ſuch trifting and 
{hght Accompliſhments, that 'tis not 
ealie to ſay on which fide the Advan- 
tage lies: - But omitting this, I will 
put 
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put you in mind of one Tang that- 
will filence! alÞ: excuſes of this ſort. 
er The. Philoſophy of  Chrittianity, 
Ir whichis the only. true Wiſdom, doth 
IS. not. require a learned Education ;. a 
70 poor Fifher-man now, as'well as for- 
/t,  merly, is ascapable and fit: for it, 'as 
or he that-is bred up at the feet of CGa- 
Ir maliel: The Belief of another Life 
It- depends not ' on niceties'and ſubiilties 
re of arguing, but en the Reſurrection 
ſt, of 7efſius from the dead ; not the acu- 
ne , teft Philoſopher, but che beſt liver 
Ve has the fulleſt Convictions, and the 


N- moſt lively and tranſporting Repre- 
y, A4entations of Divine Truths. :* If any « jy, . 
n- man will do his will, he ſhall know of my 17. 
mM DoEtrine whether it be of "God. One 
ve thing further Tam toputyou mm mind 
\s * of, that the Book of God is:the great 
IG Rule and Standard of Difcretion as 
a well as Duty, and that Religion natu- 
1s = rally tends to make men wite as well 
h as good : There is no action of life {© 
d indiftcrent, but it has in ſome part or 
Qs other of it, a Connex1on with, or De- 
1- - pendance on our Duty, ſome degree 


IN! or othcr of Service or Dii-leryice to 
our 
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our great End ; ſo that true Rules of 
Policy are no where more ſucceſsfully 
to be ſought, than in that Book which 
contains all the wiſe Rules of every 
Imaginable Duty. If theſe things be 
rightly conſider'd, there is no man 
can ever juſtly think himſelf excus'd 
for his Folly or Irreligion by the 
meanneſs of his Birth, his Fortune, 
or his Education ; there ts not one 
Chriſtian Servant, but may prove an 
Epiftetus, or ſomething much greater, 
* 1Pet. 2.9. * a holy Prophet, a Royal Prieſt: He 
may, in a word, be truly wiſe, and 
truly good. 


2 ObjRion, As to. the ſecond Objedtion, want 
want of of t4me When I think upon Eprete- 
fer, #15 his Lamp, and Cleanthes his La- 


bour, who wrought and earn'd by 
night what might maintain him in, 
the ſtudy of Philoſophy by day;when 
I obſerve how indefafigable Ambi- 
tion is, how wakeful Covetouſnelſs, 
how reſtleſs and obſtinate all our 
Luſts and Paſſions are, I cannot but 
bluſh to ſee, how lazy our Religion 
1s; your Meals, your Sleeps, your 
Divertions, your Talk and Chat (for 
there 


bd 
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- there are few Servants who ſpend 
+ Not ſome portion of their days and 
; Nights in theſe laſt) can lend you time 


for Reading and Devotion: He can 
never want time, who wants not 
Zeal for the Service of God : But be- 
ſides this, I muſt tell you, the Reli- 
gion of all Chriſtians in general, if it 
be perfect, conſiſts more 1n practice 
than ſpeculation ; and yours no leſs 
in the faithful diſcharge of the Du- 
ties of your place, than in acts of De- 
votion towards God ;. but I know 
how apt weak people are to run from 
one extream to another,and therefore 
I will not infiſt longer on this Argu- 
ment, leſt I ſhould be thought to 
lace the Religion of a Servant mere- 
y and ſolely in the Duties of his Ser- 
vice, There are many ways by which 
Servants may redeem time, and con- 
ſecrate it to the Intereſt of their 
Souls, and the Honour of God, name- 
ly, by exalting their minds. to Hea- 
ven in frequent Ejaculations,by Pious 
and Religious Diſcourſes to one ano- 
ther, by eaſing and aſſiſting one ano- 
ther, which will make the burden = 
tne 
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of Reading 
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the Family lie eaſter on, all, and gain 
time to each, 


Having thus ſhew'd the Obligati- © 


ons Servants he under to- Rel1g1on, 
and anſwer'd the itttle Pretences, by 
which: they endeavour to palliate 
their Coldneſs and Negligence, I pro- 
ceed to con:ider the Duties, whereih 
their Reingion towards God conſiſts, 
which are, tzr/t, ſuch as may becal- 
led Inſtrumental or Relative, as 
Prayer, Hearing and Reading the 
Word, and Receiving the Sacrament. 


Secondly, Truſt in God. Thirdly, Con- 


tentment. And Fonrthly, Fidelity to 
their Maſters. 

I will begin with Reading the 
Word. The Book of God is a Le- 


gacy of that value, containing not | 
only the Wiſdom of God, but the 


raviſhing expreſſions of his Love too, 
and ina word, the only way to Life 
and Immortality, that no one can be 
guilty of the neglect of it, but at the 
ſame time} he muſt be guilty of the 
moſt ingrateful Contempt of God, 


and the moſt ſottiſh Contempt of his 
This therefore 1s 


: Ko 


own true Intereſt. 
the 


p fond of ſtrong Meat, than of Milk, 
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- the Book which the Servant muſt en- 
* deavour to be.familiarly acquainted 
- with; with ſome portion of this he 

ſhould begin the Morning, and cloſe 


the Evening. Hence is that Wiſdom 
to be learnt, of whoſe manifold uſe 


* Solomon ſpeaks in thoſe few, but * pray. s. 


weighty words, When thou goeſt, 1t 22: 
ſhall lead thee ;- when thou ſleepeſt, it 
ſhall keep thee ; and when thou awakeſt, 


2t ſhall talk with thee. No Guide, no 


Guard, no Company, no Divertion 


.- 1s wanting to any one who 1s 1n- 


ſtructed as he ought to be in the 
Book of God. Now if you would 


+ read profitably, you muſt obſerve the 
Direction of St. Peter, * As new born * 1 pet.2.2, 


bahes deſire the fincere Milk of the 
Word, that ye may grow thereby. When 
you ſet your ſelf to read, endeavour 


-: to baniſh all unruly Luſts and Paſ- 


f10ns, all worldly Cares and Diſftra- 


. Etons, and to poſſeſs your Soul with 


an humble Awe and Reverence for 
the Word, as the Word of God, and 
with a devout thirſt for it as the 
Word of Life. Secondly, Be not more 


of 


| Direfions for Relative 


of Myſteries,than of practical Truths; 
chulſe eſpecially to read thoſe parts 


of the Bible which are moſt plain, ®: 


moſt practical, moſt moving and at- 


fecting. Thirdly, Propoſe this as the 
chief, nay ſole End of thy Reading, *- 
that thou mayeſt grow thereby ; that is, - 


that thy Conſcience may be more 
and more awakened, that thy Reſolu- 
tions of Obedience may be more and 
more ſtrengthen'd, that thy Heart 
may be more purified, thy Aﬀections 


more exalted, and in a word, thy 
Faith may be more confirm'd,and thy *' 


Love of God, thy Love of Jeſus, thy 
Love of Heaven, and thy Love of 
Righteouſneſs may be more and more 
quickned and enflagid : If your let 
{ure will permit, and you defire to 
joyn the reading of other Books with 


the Bible, let 'em be but very few, - 
very plain, and very practical ; and 


{\uch, if you can find 'em, as concern 
more particularly the Duties of your 
ſtation, or the particular ſtate of 
your Soul ; for 'tis good Advice,eſpe- 
cially to perſons in your circumſtan- 
ces, in Spiritual as well as Temporal 
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our Church is an excellent Abridg- 
ment of Chriſtian Faith and Practice, 


-* *tis a compleat Syſtem of all neceſſary 
' Catholick Doctrines, not as ſome 
+. others are, of the Controverted Opi- 


nions of a Sect and Party : +I would 
therefore recommend this to you, as 
being plain, ſhort, and free from dil- 
pute, and if well digeſted, you will 
not want any neceſlary Inſtruction. 
The ſame Rules, with little varie- 


- ty, are to beobſerved in Hearing, 


which were preſcrib'd in Readzug the 


+ Word; riſing ſomething the earlier 


on the Sunday, that you may the 


ſooner diſpatch your neceſſary buli- 
neſs, and be. the freer from any di- 
ſtraction, - retire, and conſider with 


© Aﬀairs, * Study to be quiet, and to do* 1 Thel. 4. 
” your own buſineſs. The Catechiſm of ** 


The Duty 
of Hearing 
the Word. 


- thy felf the great End to which God 
+ has dedicated that day, namely, to 


bleſs and praiſe hirp for the Redemp- 


. tion of the World, by the Death and 


Reſurre&ion of Feſ#us, to commemo- 
rate that his bitter Death and Paſ- 
110n 1n the Holy Sacrament, to pre- 


-; pare our ſelves 'for a Holy Death, a 


5 glorious 
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glorious Reſurrection, and a King- 
dom wherein dwells Righteouſneſs, 
to glorifte and honour God by a 
folemn and publick Worſhip of 
him, that ſo his Name may be ho- 
nour'd upon Earth ; and finally to 
hear and liearn his blefled Will,and to 
be ſtrengthened and comforted in our 
Wartfareupon Earth by his heaven- 
ly Truths, and by his great ai:d pre- | 
cious Promiſes,and then earneſtly beg -' 
of God to diſpoſe thy heart into ſuch 
an humble and grateful frame, that 
thy praiſcs and adorations may be ac- 
ceptable to him, to pofleſs thee with  ; 
fuch a due ſenſe of thy wants-and in-, - ; 
frmities, and with ſuch a devout 
thirſt after the Grace of God and his } 
Truth, thar thou mayeſt pray with a. ©, 
ſteady fervency, and hear the Word- - | 
with pure attention, and devout at- ©: « 
fection. Enter into the Church as in- : q 
to the Houſe of God, and the place of #- 
his more immediate Reſidence: In, 
hearing, attend to the great End,that * þ 
is, that thou mayeſt grow thereby, that wy 
fome Infirmity may be cured, ſome  s 
Virtue improv'd, ſome freſh Refolw/ | jj 
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* tion form'd, and in a word, thy Soul 
: raisd into a more heavenly and holy 
frame; being return'd home, as ſoon 
as thou canſt find an opportunity, 
- bleſs God that he has ſpoke to thy 
Soul, that he has affected thee by 
his Word and his Spirit, and endea- 
vour by a ſolemn Review and Contt- 
. deration, of thoſe things by which 
thou waſt moſt affected, to fix 'em 
': better in thy memory, 1 ſhould have 
{aid, in thy heart ; and then lay all 
_ thy Defires and Reſolutions in de- 
vout Prayers before God,and earneſt- 
ly beg and depend upon his goodneſs 


- | for the obtaining the one, and his 


grace for the performing the other : 
. In the evening, the laſt thing thou 
.* doſt, call thy ſelf to an account, 
> look back on every part of the day, 
-: examine thy behaviour, bewail thy 


- - defects, bleſs God for all thy ſpiritual 


Advantages of the day, and thou 

_ ſhalt find unſpeakable comfort and 
peace, thy Gelight in ſpiritual things 
will encreaſe, and thy hopes will 

. grow . up, thou wilt begin to re- 
Ih and anticipate the joys, and 
FE 2 long 
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DireAions for Relative 


The Duty 
of Prayer. 


long for the poſſeſſion ot Heaven. 

Another Duty we owe to God is 
Prayer, concerning which, a Servant 
15 to obſerve theſe three or four 
things 3 Fzrſt, you muſt endeavour to 
awaken a ſteady Devotion in your 
heart, by imprinting in it a holy Re- 
verence, and awful Dread of the Di- 
vine Majeſty, by theſe or the like 
thoughts ; O God, thou art the Eter- 


- nal God, the Almighty Lord. of Heaven 


and Earth, all things are upheld by thy 
Power, and filled by thy Goodneſs ; at thy 


Rebuke the foundations of the Earth | 


will tremble, and the Heavens at the 
Voice of thy difpleaſure; all the Na- 
tions upon Earth, are but as the Drop of 
the Bucket, and the Grain of the Bal- 
lance before thee ; Oh what then am I 1 


poor, deſpicable, ſinful, and extremely 
ſmall part of 'em ! O ſuffer me not to"! 
forget thy Majeſty, ſaffer me not to for- 


get my ſelf. Or thus, O juſt and holy 
God,thou art the Creator and Redeemer, 
thou art the Judge of all :\ſankend, thou 
art the Searcher of the Heart, and Trier 
of the Reins ; O ſuffer me not to be coli 
or careleſs, much leſs hypocritical in my 
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Addreſſes to thee ; for not only * mercy, * Eccl. 16: 


: but wrath is with thee ; and as thou art * 


mighty to forgive, ſo art thou too to pour 
out diſpleaſure. O:ſuffer me not there- 
fore rudely and inconſiderately to ſtretch 
forth my hands towards thine Ark , the 
place where thine Hononr dwelleth, let 
I be ſmitten like Uzzah, and periſh in 
my folly. Or thus, O Lord, thou art 
ML God, by thee have I been holden up 
ever ſince I was born, thou art my God, 
and I will praiſe thee; I will love thee, 
O Lord my God, for thou hat redeem'd 
me, O Lord, thou God of Truth, thou 


| Rock of wy Salvation ; my Soul thirst- 


eth after thee, open thou my mouth, that 
I may praiſe thee m the joys and tran{- 
ports of my Soul ;” enflame my heart, that 
I may cleave to thee by the Embraces of 


. Love, that I may wreftle with thee by 
\. unfergned Faith, and devout Deſire, and 
not let thee go till I have obtain'd a Bleſ- 


ſing : for ſtill I have many Iafirmities 
that will ſeparate between thee and me, 
O let me never be divided from thee ; 
Lord, ſave me, or Þ periſh. Secondly, Se: 
that thou do nothing that is repug- 
nant to thy Prayers, for 'tis in vain 
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to beg of God that which thou de- 
nieſt thy ſelf ; nay, 'tis extreme Hy- 
pocriſte to importune God for that 
Grace which thou-doſt manifeſtly re- 
ſiſt, or incapacitate thy ſelf for by thy 
actions ;z if God or his Prophet bid 
thee waſh and be clean, 'tis mere pre- 


- ſumption to expect the Cure of thy 


Leprofie without the uſe of the 
means preſcrib'd. Thirdly, Mark the 
Iflue and Return cf thy Pravers, that 
thou mayeſt be thankful as thou haft 
been importunate for a Bleſſing, or if 
thou receive it not, that thou mayeſt 
correct and reform what 1s amils ; it 
may be, thy Prayer wants Sincerity, 
or 1t wants Faith, or there 1s a Baby- 
loniſh Garment, and a Wedge of Gold 
hid in thy Tent, ſome darling Luſt 
conceal'd in thy boſom, or thy Pett- 
tion it ſelf is a fooliſh Luſt, or wan- 
ton Paſſion, and 'tis well, if it bring 
not down a Curſe inſtead of a Bleſ- 
{iing : As to your Prayer, I think it 
matters not much whether it be a 
form, or a ſudden Eftuſion, provided 
it have in it a ſteady Faith, and 


humble Devotion, which 1s the Life 


and 
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and Soul-of Prayer.: But as far as I 
am able to ſee, good forms fitted to 
their neceſſities, are moſt uſeful tor 
Servants, becauſe mental Prayer, e're 
it can-be ſuch 'as it ought, requires 
good ability, ſolemn preparation, -or 
at leaſt an habitual exaltation ..of 
mind, and takes up much time: . Par- 
ticular Forms ſuited to-particular. oc- 
cations, I have endeavour'd to pro- 
vide in this Treatiſe,for general ones; 
Morning and Evening, you may uſe 
theſe which follow. 


A Prayer for the Morning, 


Lord my God,thou ha#t preſery'd 
me this night, which might have 
been my lat, and for this my Soul bleſses 
thee : Thou hat given me another day, 


O give me Grace too, to ſpend it ſo a5 if 


it were to be my la: O let it not 1n- 
creaſe my guilt, and the number of my 
ſens, but enable me to work in it the work, 
for which thou ha5t ſent me into the 


World, for the night cometh wherein I 


cannot work : The number of my ſins 1s 
: E 4 great 
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Direfions for Relative 


great enough already, they would ſink 
my Soul down to Hell, if the bleſſed Jeſus 
had not loved me, and given himſelf for 
me; .and if thy Mercy were not as thy 
Majety, that us, Infinite ; for I have 
forgotten thee too too often ;, though thou 
hat given me my Being, and hat pro- 
vided for me when there was none other 
to help me, I have forgotten thee, though 
thou gave3t me thine onn Son to redeem 
me, not only to free me from the puniſh- 
ment due to my ſins, but alſo to procure 
for me Life Eternal, I have fear'd the 
diſpleaſure of man, whoſe breath 15 in 
his No#trils, more than I have fear d 
thine, O thou juxt and holy Judge of 
Mankznd ; I have been more ſolicitous 
for the Brezd that periſhes, than for thy 
Favour, which 15 better than the Life it 
felf and oh, well were it for me, if I bad 
only omitted my Duty towards thee, or 
perforin'd it lifelefly or ſluggilhly ; but 
woe ts me, 1 have defþis d thy Goodneſs 
and Long-ſuffering , 1 have harden'd my 
heart againit thy Commandments,l have 
acalt_ proudly and preſumptuouſly, and 
have done wickedly, ( here mention 
thoſe fins which moſt burden thy 
Con- 


Duties, Reading, «—_— 


Conſcience, if thou haſt any 'fuch, 
and particularly thoſe of thy Service) 
and yet after all this,' vain and ſenſleſs 
Greature that Iam! I have repin'd and 
murmur d at thy Providence,” been dzſcon- 
tent in my Condition, and complain'd of 
thy Dealings towards me: Ts true, O 
my God, that thou of thine infinite good- 
neſs hat convinc'd my Gonſcience of fin, 
affected my Soul with a ſorrow for it and 


wrought in me Reſolutions of amendment, 


but oh ! how many have been my falls ! 
how many and grievous have been my 
Relapſes ! how negligent have I been of 
the Covenant of my God ! Oh how ſoon 
have the tears of my Repentance dried 
#p ! how ſoon has the flame of my De- 
votion and Love ſlackened, and even 
gone out ! O God, thou holy God, thou 
Witneſs of all my a&ttons, and Judge of 
all my. thoughts and affettions, what 
would become of me, if thou ſhouldeft en- 
ter into ſtritt Judgment with me? how 
ſhould I Fkand before thy Tribunal co- 


' ver d with the guilt and ſhame of ſo ma- 


ny ſins! But O thou God of Mercy, O 
thou God and Father of my Lord Jeſus 


Chriit, I know that thou art always 


ready 
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Diredions for Relative 


ready to pardon poor Penitents, Lord I 
repent, increaſe thou my Repentance, © 
tronble has taken hold of me, my Soul ts 
ca#t down and diſquieted within me, T 
am aſham'd, yea even confounded, for 1 
do bear the Reproach of the folly and 
iugratitude of my ſins. O be thou recon- 
ctled to me, pardon me I beſeech thee by 
the Merits and Interceſ$:0n, by the Agony 
and PaſSion, and by all the painful Saf- 
ferings of thy Son, pardon me, O pardon 
me I beſeech thee, by thine own boundleſs 
goodneſs, by thoſe tender Mercies and 
Compaſsion which thou art wont to exer- 
ciſe towards Repenting ſinners : And © 
Lord, not only pardon my ſins, but deli- 
ver me I beſeech thee from the Dominion 
and Power of 'em ;,. O aſ$i5t me to break. 
off thoſe Ghains of carnal Lujts, and 
worldly Cares, in which 1 have been held 
bound ; 1 have a falſe deceitful heart, O 
give me Sincerity and Truth ; T have a 

fluggiſh and drowſie body, O enkindle in 
me fervency of ſpirit; I am conſcious to 

my ſelf of great weakneſs and fraily, O 
do thou confirm and ſtrengthen me who 
alone cant , make me a clean heart, O 
O God, and renew a right fpirit within 


mes 
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me; give me a true Faith, and enflame 
my heart with a holy Love, that I may 
delight my ſelf m thy Commandments, 
that 1 may walk before thee it upright- 
neſs, and fear, diligently ſeeking thee, 
conjtantly depending upon thee, chear ful- 
ly ſubmitting to thy Will, and doing the 
Luty of my place-'irt ſingleneſs of heart, 


. 45 knowing thut Þ ſhall be acconntable to 
 #hee, as well for thoſe Daties which I owe 


Man, as for thoſe which are more tmme- 
diately to be paid to thee : O Lord, keep 
me that my foot ſtray not out of the path 
of 'uztice; O Lord keep me that 1 of- 
fend not with my Tongue, ad after I 


have done all, O Lord, ſuffer me not to 


fall ſhort of my 1xeward through my rd 
or mngratitude, but make me always. 
thankful, always humble, neither de- 
frauding thee of the Praiſe due to thine 


- enfinite Bounty and Mercy, nor Man of 
- the Thanks due to- him, for any att of 
* k nanefs or charity towards me 3, help me, 


O my God, to walk thus, that my Soal 


.. may enjoy 4 true Liberty, that my Life 


may be full of comfort, my Death of 


peace, and my Eternity of glory, through 


Jeſus Chrift our Lord. 
And - 
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And, O my God, bleſs not me only, but 
this whole Family, thou that art the God 
of Love, the God of Peace, ſow im all 
our hearts the ſeeds of unfeigned Charity, 
that we may all enjoy the comfort of a 
mutual Afﬀettion, and of a mutual Aſ9- 
ſtance and 41d in our ſeveral places; and 
Lord poſſeſs every Soul of this Eamily 
with a ju$t fenſe of our Duty towards , 
God and Man, that all of us may be hi- 
ving Members of thy bleſSsed Son, and 
being protetted by thy Providence, di- 
retted by thy Word, and aſs:5ted by the 
Influence of thy Spirit, we may all at lafk 
meet 1n the Family of Heaven, where we 
ſhall adore and praiſe thee, love and en- 
joy thee to all Eternity, through Jeſus 
Chri#t our Lord. 


Y 


A Prayer for the Evening, 


() My God, my Strength, and the 
\ # Rock of my Salvation, the Day is 
pat, and the Evening ts come, O give 
me grace to remember, that this Life will 
one time be pait, and Death will come, 
that I may live ſo, that my work may be 

| EI then 


Fa 
ne 
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then finsſht as *tis this day, and 1 may : 

N ' have nothing elſe to do, but £0 to my 
, Re#, where I ſhall be ;nveited with L1- 
»,. berty and Glory, Eternal, Eternal ! O 
_ bleſsed Wages of a ſhort Lifes ſervice! 
how does my Soul praiſe thee, O Lord, 


 #n Tranſports, and even Extaſies! thou 
7 ' ha$t called me indeed to be a Servant, 
1: ' but thou haſt called me too to be a Son ; 
= thou ha#t not mdeed given me any great 


rl. portzon of the Wealth or Honour of this 
t Life, but thou hat given me the bleſſed 
# Feſus to be my Redeemer, and thy holy 
; Spirit to be my Santtifier, O do but 
' ever continue thus to me, the Light of 
. \ thy Countenance, thy Grace and thy 
#3 ' Truth, and I fhallnever think, my ſelf to 
ſtandin need of any thing that the World 

_ admires; but O my God, how often are 
' theſe my Comforts abated, nay even 1n- 
terrapted ! how often us this bleſſed, this 
chearful Light obfſcur d and orecast by 


he 4 my imnfirmities and ſins ! my ſins the only 
| wa cauſes that keep good things from me ; 
be my ſins the only real troubles of my Fife ! 
"Thus, O my God, though I revew'd my 
rh Covenant with thee but this morning, 
= thongh I devoted my ſelf to thee, vowing 
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* Obedience to thee, and faithfulneſs to Py 


my Maiter, yet have I prevaricated my 
Duty, (here mention he Errours and 
Infirmities of the day paft) have mer- 
cy upon, me, O Lord, have mercy upon 
me, and forgive me theſe, and all other 
my offences, and give me grace to keep 


my jelf upon my watch and guard againit | 


them : Enable me ſincerely to endeavour 


to repair and reform 'em as much as 1nme 
lres, that I may every day grow and 1n- 


creaſe 1n goodneſs,and be ſo much the fit- 


er for Death, the nearer I do every day 


approach to jt,aud whenever it comes, let 


zt find me, O Lord, with my Loyns gatt, 


end my Lamp burning, in a diſpoſition *. 


4. 
” RL 


and frame of ſpirit fit to dze,poſſeſſed with *. 
an unſhaken Faith, with an humble Re- 


fignation and Submiſsion of Mind, with 
a holy Contempt of Earth, and a devout 


Love of Heaven: In the mean time, | 
thou, keeper of Iſrael, thou who never | 


flumbre5t nor ſfleepe#t, watch over me, 


and this whole Family, protefting and + 


delivering us 11 our coming in, and going 


out ; particularly, let thine Angels pitch 


their Tents about us this night; let us 


le down ſecurely; and let our ſleep be 
[weet : 


Duties, Reading, GCC. 


RF ſweet to us, for thou Lord ſhalt make us 
' dwell in ſafety. Amen, Amen, Bleſſed 


Jeſus. 


If any one expects from me Dire- 
Ctions here for Mental or Extempo- 
rary Prayers, I muſt tell 'em freely, 
that little leſs than a Volume much 


©. bigger than I purpoſe this,is ſufficient 
* for ſuch an undertaking. What I 


have to ſay in a word here 1s this, 


| they who would be extremely de- 


vout, muſt be extremly pious ; they 


- who would find the pleaſure of tranf- 
- ports in Prayer, muſt be frequent in 
- their Retirements, ſtri& in their Self- 
- denial and Mortification, devout, if 
' 1t may be, even in their daily Con- 
- verfation: In a word, they muſt be 


crucified to the World, and delight 


., in God and in Jeſus above all- 
> things. 


The Servants Duty, as it reſpects 


. their Obligation to, and Preparation 


for the Sacrament,ſhall be handled at 
large in the cloſe of this Book. 
I have inſiſted thus long upon theſe 


- Duties, becauſe whoever conſcienci- 


ouſly 


wo; 
4 
' 
p1 


The Servants Fidelity, 


ouſly performs theſe,” will not be like 
to miſcarry in any other ; I wilt 


now {ingle out thoſe other Duties *' 
which do ſeem to me more peculiar- - 


ly to concern Servants ; for as there 
are ſome times, ſo there are ſome ſta- 
tions which do more particularly re- 
quire the practice of ſome Virtues, as 
Adverlity of Patience, Proſperity of 
Thankfulnefs. The ſtation of a Ma- 


giſtrate requires the practice' of Ju- | 
ſtice, and the ſtation of a Subject the + 


practice of Loyalty; and both the. 
one and the other is bound to this - 
out of Conſcience towards God: So | 
is it in the ſtation of a Servant, tho' | 
he-muſt not look upon himſelf as dif. 
pens'd from any Duty common to -: 
him with others, yet there are ſome 
wherein he muſt endeavour to excel - 
and be eminent, as being more imme- 
diately. and direftly neceſſary in his” 
 Imployment; ſuch are theſe three, ** 


The Ser. Fidelity to his Maſter , dependance up- 


vant's Fi- ON God, and Contentment in his ſta- . 


delity © tion. Firſt, Fidelity to his Maſter ; 1 
2 Dury Place this firſt, becauſe all his Prayers 


"_ © and Sacritices without tis, cannot be: 


accepted 
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accepted by God; his. diligence in 
reading and hearing the Word 1s, 
without this, Hypocritte z- and his 
communicating of the Sacrament 1s, 
without this, but a bold and preſump- 
tuous prophanation of it: And I place 
this here as a Duty towards God, be- 


cauſe I would have every Servant 


a <3 


know that it really is ſo; nothing 


can be plainer than that the * Apoſtle * Eph. s.s 
thought ſo, which you will readily &c. 


. acknowledge, if you'll read with 
_ impartiality, that weighty and ear- 
- neſt Exhortation which he makes to 
= Servants, Eph. 6. 5, &c. Servants, be 
' 2: obedient to them that are your Maſters 
- according to the fleſh, in fear and trem- 


bling, with ſinglen:ſ5 of your heart, as 


.. anto Chriſt, not with eye-ſervice, as 
* men-pleaſers, but as the Servants of 
Chriſt, doing the Will of God from the 
': beart ;, with good will, doing ſervice as 
': tothe Lord, and not to men; knowing 


that whatſoever good thing any man 


: doth, the ſame ſhall be receive of ths 


- pathetically expreſs vour Obedience 


Lord, whether he be bond or free. How 
could the Apoſtle more fully or more 


} to 
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The Servants Dependance 


to your Maſters to be a duty to God ? 


he tells you, that the diſcharge of 
your Place is a good work, that God 


owns it, and will reward it as a Ser- - 


vice done to him ; that it doth very 
much concern the Honour of your 
Chriſtian Profeſſion, that the Rule by 
which you are to behave your ſelves, 
1s the Conſcience of its being a Duty 
towards God, a firm perſuaſion, that 
you are to be accountable for it to 


Chriſt our Lord and Maſter, and our _ 


Judge ; and for theſe Reaſons, you are 
to perform this Duty with fear and 


trembling, that 1s, not. an appreher- 
ſion of what you ſhall ſuffer in your +. 


"vs... 
I. FOE 


Temporal Intereſt, if you perform it / 


not faithfully, but a dread of diſho- 
nouring Chriſt, and provoking God 
by it. 


as they reſpe&t your Duty towards 


your Maſter, ſhall be treated in their. ; 
I am only here to : ' 


proper place. 
mind you, that they are here prefled 
upon you as Duties to God ; the A- 


poltle intimating, that where the” 
Maſter's” 


Thoſe other Properties of the. 
right performance of this' Duty, : . 


LE] 


{ngleneſs of heart, chearfulneſs, Ec." | 


, 


- 


| 


4 


\« 


p01 God. 


Maſter's Eye could not, there God's 
Eye would ſee, regard and mark the 
behaviour of the Servant ; and that 
though. his heart were not open to 
the inſpection of his Maſter, yer *tis 


and therefore 


he muſt 


ſerve his Maſter from his heart too : 
He that is acted by ſuch a Conſcience 
as this, will certainly do his Duty ; 
for when he ſhall think that God 
overlooks him, and fills every place 
which his Maſter cannot, he cannot 
then ealily be tempted to allow him- 
ſelf in murmuring, or untfaithfulneſs, 
' Or 1dleneſs : Whatever he would not 
zur + do or fay, if his Maſter's Eye were 

upon him, that being govern'd by this 
: Conſcience, he will not do, how far 

{oever he be abſent ; for he will fear 
- Damnation more than the loſs of his 
: Service, and the diſpleaſure of God 


©: more than that of Man. 
A ſecond Duty towards God,which 2. Truſt in 
; I would recommend to Servants, is, 30d. 


Trujt in him, or dependance upon him. 
There is no ſtate ſo ſecure or fo for- 
tunate, as not to ſtand in need of 
| God, and conſequently none where- 


Il 


\ 
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in this 1s not a proper Duty : But yet, 
it ſeems moſt proper and indiſpeniible 
for ſuch as have feweſt Friends, feweſt 
ſupports to relie upon, and ſuch are 
Servants z they are therefore to en-_ 
d2avour to be eminent in this Grace ; 
there 1s no way, by which they can 
more directly and immediately own 
God,by which they can make a more 
publick and eminent Profeſſion of 
their firm Belief of his Wiſdom, 
Ai Power and Goodneſs. The Servant 
Fl therefore muſt learn to look upon - 
| God as his Father, as his Patron, as: 
his Guardian, as all inall to him; to: 
him he muſt reſort for Counſel;to him - 
he muſt complain if wrong 'd, of him 
he muſt beg afliftance, and on him -- 
alone he mult relie for a bleſſing in all. 
he doth, and for Proviſion : He muſt. 
learn to cail upon him in all _ 
Straits, and praiſe him in all his En"! 
joyments. From the conſcientious 
practice of this Duty, the Maſter wills 
reap two great Advantages ; the firft, 
that his Servant will do his Duty. 
with much better courage, as aiming» 
in all he doth, to recommend himſelts 
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not” 


En- 


upon God. 


not only to his Maſter, whoſe power 
to requite him is, it may be very lit- 
tle, but moſt eſpecially to God, who, 
he knows, is a Patron that never 
wants either power or will to recom- 
pence thoſe that apply themſelves to 
him : The ſecoxd, that God wul bleſs 
him and all he has for his Servants 
ſake: This was the Advantage which 
. Potiphar enjoy'd in the Service of 7o- 
ſeph and Laban, in that of Facob; 'the 
Proſperity of thoſe Idolaters being 
owing to the Religion of their Ser- 
vants ; the Servant, beltdes the con- 
- tentment and ſatisfaction of his mind 
; ariling from his frequent Addrefles to 
God ; and belides the actual bleffings 
which God will on2 time or other 
- certainly beſtow upon thoſe that truft 
- 1n him, will alfo tind a good ſupport, 
+ aready Antidote apainſt all the real 
*: and imaginary Evils of his ftate : 
* For, were but this Duty of Tru/i 77 


jv Godconſcientioully practifed,Servants 
frf of ability and ſpirit would never want 
Juty, Encouragement, nor roſe of meanzr 
ning Capacity fatisfa&ion and comfort : 

+ They who ſerv'd in hone, would be 
m ſells : , 4 


not” 
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able in deſpight of an ili face and ap- 
pearance of their preſent Circumſtan- 
ces, to carry their proſpect farther, 
and believe their Advancement very 
ca{ie to God, though 1t ſcarce appear- 
ed probable to the Eye of Man; and 
they whoſe Ambition mounts no 
higher than a mean Service, would 
not be frightned by fears of want in 
Sickneſs or in Ape, as being fully per- 
ſuaded that God cares for them. Ha- 
ving faid this, I cannot think it ne- 
ceſlary to ſtir you up to truſt in God _ 
by any new Motives; tor the two * 
which I have inſfinuated are,methinks, 
abundantly ſuftcient, namely, firſt, > 
the pleaſure and fatisfa&tion of mind 
that ſprings from it, in that 1t gives | 
men an unſhaken ſupport and ſecurt- ;. 
ty in a troublefom and uncertain + 
Vorld ; hence-that of the * Pſalmitt, * 

I will both lay me down mm peace and 
ſleep, for thou only makejt me dwell in - © 
ſafety. And hence 'tis, that a fear- , 

{els Security, even amorgit the Me- 
naces and Allarms of approaching 
Iangzers, is by the Pſalmiſt made the 

Character of one that truſts in God, ;; 
He 3 
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upon God. 


* He will not be afraid of any evil ty- * Pial. 112, 
1: LG n . : 7 I'7, 
dings, his heart ts jixed truſting in the e 


Lord. A ſecond Motive 1s the actual 
Benefit this Truſt procures you, 
namely, Relief in all your Wants, 
and Deliverance in all your Dangers; 
for this is that the Scripture teaches 


usz * Fear the Lord ye his Saints; for * pry, ,,, 
there 15 no want to them that fear him : 10. 


The young Lions do lack and ſuffer hun- 
ger, but they that ſeek the Lord ſhall 
not want any good thing, And ſo Pal. 
46.1, Gods ow Refupe and Strength; 
4 very preſent help in trouble. O that 
you woull be perſuaded to make a 
Trial of the Pleaſure and Happineſs 
of this Duty, that you would expe- 
rience th2 bl:flednets of that ſtate, 
wherein a man hath nothing to do, 
but * to ſacrifize the Sacrifice of Riph- + 
teonſneſs, and put his Truſt in ihe Tord. 


A third great Duty of the Seryant 3: Contene- 
* towards God, is Contentment in his 23 12s 
' place; this is a Duty neczllary toyour © 
_ own Happineſs, neceflary to the Ser- 


MWlace 


vice of your Maſter, and neceſlary to 
the Honour of God; To your own FHaip- 


- prineſs, for though your Circumſtances 


F 4 be 


, 
Hh 
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be never ſo good, yet if you do not *. 
think 'em ſo, you muſt needs be unea- 
fiez and diſcontent doubles. the 
weight and burden of any Service; ' 

To the Service of your Maſter, for you 
can never ſerve him well, if you do _ 
not ſerve him chearfully, and from - 
the heart, which you can never do, 
whilſt you are fick of your Employ- 
ment. Laſtly, To the Honour of God, - 
which requires, that you ſubmit to 
the Wiſdom of his Providence, and 
rot murmure and repine at his Dif- 
penſations: This Humility isa Vir- 
tue ſo conſonant to common Reaſon, / 

that 'tis juſt matter of wonder how .. 
any ſhould be guilty of the contrary ; 
tor though we ſhould not. be able to * 
give a Reaſon of God's dealings with | 

us,yet ſure the Reverence we have for 
his Infinite Wiſdom, and the perſua- 
ſion we have of his Infinite Goodneſs, 
may eaſily induce us to believe, that * 
he has always a kind and good Rea- - 
ſon for what he doth; and furely,you 
that look upon 1t as your Duty, to 
execute the Commands of your Ma- 


fcers, without demanding the Reaſons |. - 


or + 


; * 
— — CLE 
4 


in his Place. : 


' or Motives of 'em, cannot but think 
; 1t reaſonable to treat God with as 
'* much Reverence and Humility as you 


do a mortal man. I might in the 
next place, put you in mind, that all 


-, we poſleſs is owing merely to the 
favour of God, not to your Merit, and 
that he that has leaſt, has much more + 


than he deſerves, and if fo, you have 
no reaſon to complain of him, as if 
he had dealt niggardly with you, be- 
cauſe he has dealt more bountifully 
with others; May he not do what 


he will with his own? but there are 


two Mot1ves to Contentment, which 


. T would more eſpecially recommend 
+ to you; One 1s, that whatever you 


undergo in this World, ſhall be made 
up and recompenſed to you a hun- 
dred-fold inanother,if you ſufter with 


+ Meckneſs, Patience and Humility : So 


' that this ſtate of Humiliation doth 


ant 


| but put you into a capacity of grea- 
ter degrees of Glory hereafter. The 
- other 1s, that if you conſider your 


ſtate aright, you have no reaſon at all 


- of murmuring againſt God, as deal- 


5 


. Ing unequally with you ; for in all 


theſe 
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theſe things, which are ſubſtantially 
good and valuable, he has dealt as _ 
bountituily with you as with others: 7 
You enjoy the Light of the Sun ; the 
Beauties of the Creation are as much 
expos d to your view, as to any Mo- 
narch's, the freſhneſs of the Air, the 
coolneis of the Stream, the fragrancy 
of tae Spring are imparted as bounti- 
fully to you, as any others who-. 
ever. You have Rational and Immor-. 
tal-Spirics, healthy, ſtrong and active 
Bodies; the Food that is beſt for 
health, the Raiment that is beſt for 
for warmth, is every where to be: 
had ; the things wherein God has ; 
made a difference between you and * 
others, are trifles, imaginary, anc 
phantaſtick, not real Advantages 3 
but you take pains for what you 
have ;' your Lahour is not half ſo; 
ereat a burden to you, as is their ® 
{alezieſs to them : But even of thoſe * ; 
things which I call ſubſtantial blet- 
{1ngs, they enjoy more than you. Tis 
true, Lut you enjoy cnough, and more 
than enough, Itke Manna, breeds but 
Worms, that 1s, troubles and cares: 


And : 


in his Place. 


— ————— 


: And this puts me in mind that the 


. ſtate of a Servant has ſome Advan- 


: tages really and truly above that 


of a Maſter. Not to mention that 
Obedience it ſelf 15 not only a much 
' plainer, but alſo a much eaſter Duty 
than Government,that it has nothing 
in it difobliging, or unkind, as Re- 
proof, Chaſtiſement, and putting 
away of Servants has, that 1t 1s no 
way reſpon{tble for the diſcretion of 


+ 1ts actions, Ec. not to mention, I ſay, 


- theſe and ſuch like Advantages which 
. you poſſels, there are others of grea- 


* ter importance. You enjoy the World 
| J without the Cares of it; Storms fink 
l'* no Ships of yours, .nor ſcorching Va- 


pours bleſr your Fruit or Corn ; the 
Turns and Changes of Fortune con- 


» cern you very little, or not at all; 
7 and I do very much queſtion, whe- 


; ther your travail and labour, as 
” well as. your care, Þ2 not much leſs 


" than that of many Maſters. Tis 


' true; there are a ſorr of men who ac- 
count Idlenefs ana Lootene!s as the 


Prerogatives of an amplz. Fortune, 


- envy emnot; you ought rather ro 


blcſs 
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bleſs God that he has hedg'd in 


your ways, that he has put you ina 


ſtate of Life, wherein it 1s extremely | 
dithcuit tor you to be large or intem- | 


rate, to be proud or wanton ; for” 


ſurly 'tis a blefled Advantage belong- 


ing to your condition, that it has - 


fewer incitements to iin, and more 
to Virtue than that ofthe Rich and 
Great : But of this I have diſcours'd 


at large in the beginning of this _ 


Chapter. There remains then no- . 


$ 


thing for you to quarrel at, in the _ 


condition and quality of a Servant, 
unleſs you think it too mean and con- 
temptible for you in the Eye of the :; 
World; but why ſhould you think * 
that Condition too mean for you, _ 
which our dear Lord thought not |. 
too mean for him? For he came 7n the 
form of a Servant, Phil. 2. But if this | 


trouble you, 1 have ſhewed you be- 2 


fore an infallible way of redeeming ©* 


your ſclves from Contempt ; namely, :- 
by a Religious and excellent Beha- . 


yiour; for true Virtue is much more 
honourable than Nobility of Blood, | 
or Ampleneſs of Fortune. 
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in his Place. 
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nely A Prayer for Contentment 
HK in your Condition. 

_ Eternal and gracious Lord God, 
% 1 before whom a meek and humble 
ore © Jp" #5 of great price; O God who 
and  &/veſt Grace to the humble, but reſiſteſt 


rsd the proud, keep me, I beſeech thee, from 
pride and frowardneſs, from diſcontent 


this ow | 

a and murmuring, and give me ameekand 

_ *, humble fpirit : Make me adore thy Wif- 

_ dom and Goodneſs 1m every diſpenſation 
b, 


Wy of thy Providence, and chearfully ſubmit 
' to thy Will, and follow thy Gondutt. O ſuf- 
Pl” -» fer me not to diſpþiſe .or murmure at that 

\ fate, which my great Lord and Maſler 
.- honour d, by takjng it upon himſelf, for 
= he came not to be miniſtred to, but 10 
* minifter. Make me always thankful to 
s = thee for thoſe Real Advantages which I 
"+2 enjoy 1n this ſtate; thou haſt given me al, 
. = the neceſſary Comforts of Life without 
-'J> © the Cares and Troubles of it 5 thou haſt 
» hedgd im my ways, and kept me frons 
= : Idleneſs, and Worldly and Giarnal 
OO; Lufts by my Neceſſities and indiſpen- 
A = ſible Reſtraints of my Galling. O never 


ſuffer 
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ſuffer me to break thorow all theſe to 
commit ſin, and die. O grant, that ſince 
my ſtation has fewer Temptations to ſin, 
and more Encouragements to Virtue than *. 


that of others, I may be ſo much move ** 
+ 


eminent and exemplary than others 1m all - 


"a 4 


Fi 
virtuous and holy living, as knowing my | b 


offence more mnexcuſabie : So ſhall I ever \. 
have reaſon to-bleſs thy Love for the® 
meanneſs and neceſſities of my ſtate, when 

they ſhall have made me rich in” good- | | 
neſs, then ſhail I adore and magnifie thy + | 
Love for theſe Reſtraints hue Confine- 4 | 
ments thou haſt put upon me, when they * FF 
ſhall prove the meaneſt Inſiruments of © P 
my Eternal Preſervation and Safety, ' 
then ſhall I adore thy Mercy for the bo- "! | 
aily hardſhips of my Service, when they 
fhall prove to me an excellent Diſci-\ | 
pline, to train me np to Virtue and Glo- i | 


ry. Amen, ſo be it bleſſed Jeſus. 


"IVEY 
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in his Place. 
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A Prayer for Fidelity to your Maſter, 


and Truſt 1n God. 


Holy and Righteous God, whoſe 
Eyes are ſet upon the Righteous, 


and thine Ears are always open to their 


© Prayers, who feedeſt thoſe that fear 


thee, and art a preſent help 1m time of 


© trouble, poſſeſs me, I humbly beſeech thee, 
' with ſuch a ſincere Faith in all thy Pro- 


miſes, with ſuch a firm perſuaſion of thy 
Wiſdom, Power, and Goodneſ;, that I 
may ever truſt and relie upon thee, as my 


= God and my Saviour; and O let me ne- 
+ wer be aſhamed of my hope in thee, nor 
” let my diſiruſiful or fearful heart ever 


ive thee occaſion to be aſhamed to be 


= called my God: And becauſe, O Lord, 
the Sacrifices of the wicked are an aho- 
= mination to thee, and the Prayers of the 
= unjuſt a mere prophanation of thy holy 
> Name, therefore 1 beſeech thee, let thy 


- fear be before mine Eyes, and make me 


- 
b- 


Ne 


p 
ke 


: faithful and diligent im the ſtation to 


which it has pleaſed thee to call me. I 
know O Lord, that thou art a holy and a 
rrghteous God, and an Avenger of all 
Covenant- 


—_ 
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Covenant-breakers : O ſuffer me not. 
therefore to fall into breach of Truft 
with Man, leſt I fall under the Venge- © 
ance of my God, I know, that my Duty :: 
towards my Maſter is one great part f [ 
my Religion towards thee, O ſuffer me | 
not by 1dleneſs or falſhood to loſe the £ £ 
Eternal Reward of my Service : 1 know,” -£ 
O Lord, that all things are naked and}. 
bare before thee, and that though "my 
Maſter's Eye cannot, yet thine does in 
all times, and in all "places, behold me," F- 
that thou mayeſt render to me according. 
tomy works: O how fatal then muſt that | 
Lazineſs prove, for which I muſt be con-J: 
demn'd to everlaſting pain. O how fa-\)) 
tal muſt my frands be, ſince though 1! 21 
may aecetve my Maſter, 1 cannot thee 9; j 
Lord, therefore inable me ſo to ſerve / 
with fear and trembling, and ſingleneſs F, 
of heart, that I may have a good ground # 
to traſt and depend upon thee, for pro-1 
teftion and proviſion in this World, and 
for reward in another, through Jeſus -þ 


Chriſt our Lord. 


* EE EIM ; 


in his Place. 
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A Prayer for right performance of 
Inſtrumental or Relative Duties. 


Lord my God, I know that my 
Lamp will foon go out, unleſs 
there. be Oil to feed it ; that my Graces 


” will ſoon languiſh, unleſs they be nouriſht 
and refreſht by thy Word and Sacra- 
© ments; T know, O Lord, that my ſpiri- 
» tual life, my corporal hife cannot be u- 
"2 held, but by a daily ſupply, a ſupply of 
. thy Grace, the life and ſtrength of my 
b; Soul; and I know, that this 15 not 1n thy 
-= ordinary courſe otherwiſe to be obtain'd, 
> than by fervent Prayer, awful Medita- 
* tation of” thy Word, and a devout and 


31 
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Word with true Faith, and devout Af- | 
fettion ;, O do thou raiſe mane ſuch a 
grateful paſſion for the love of Feſus, that 
I may not only commemorate his Death 
7n joy and tears, but meet him with ar- |: 
dent love, and be inſeparably united to Þ 
him, and he to me. But, O my God, | 
how often ſhall I fall ſhort of this through i 
my own default ? - Ah how ſeldom ſhall 1 | 
.come up to it 9. O therefore pardon, par- | 
don the infirmities of thy Servant! Ah! | 
pardon me my want of preparation to | 
theſe Duties, my heavineſs and diſtra- | 
EHon 1n 'em, and whatever. mixtures of | 
other frailties may cleave to them ; and Þ 
however weak my performances may be, © 
let 'em not be wholly unprofitable, let 'em |! 
at leaſt beget in me Humility, clearer ® 
Convietions of my ſpiritual Poverty and | 
Weakneſs, greater Watchfulneſs, and | 

new Reſolutions for the time to come; and K © 
all this, I moſt earneſtly and moſt humbly © 
beg ud the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt my 
Lord. : 
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gh: of | Obedience. | 


CHAP. IL 


Of the Servant's Duty towards his Ma- 
fter and Miſtreſs, conſiſting 1n Obe- 
-. dience, Faithfulneſs, Love. 


| Think, nothing can be more ey1- 
dent, than that every Servant 


; owes his Maſter and Miſtreſs in the in Servants 
| frft place all thoſe Duties, at leaſt, 
which every Man owes another,wie-. guilt 


ther he be Friend or Enemy, Neigh- 
bour or Stranger, namely, Truth, Ju- 
ſtice and Charity; nay, I believe, all 
will readily confeſs, that the tran{- 
greſfſion of theſe Duties in Ser- 
vants towards their Maſters and -Mi- 
ſtreſſes, has many more and greater 
Agegravations in it, than any Errour 
of this kind, in one Man towards 
another; for the nearer any Relation 
1s,the ſtricter is its obligation to thoſe 
Virtues. Two things do evidently 
aggravate the guilt of a Servants In- 
juſtice or Uncharitableneſs: Firſt, 


& Truſt reposd in Servants makes 1t 
| much more caſie for them to do 


G 2 Wrong, 


| Of Obedience. 
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wrong, and much more difficult for 
_ their Maſters to guard themſelves a-| 
gainſt it. Secondly, The Obligations 
Servants lie under to Gratitude for 
the Benefits they enjoy, and to Fide-j 
lity enjoyn'd 'em by the Law of God} 


and Nature, muſt needs render any 
wrong they do their Maſters or Mi- 
ſtreſles, a more abominable Crime in 
the ſight of God and Man, as beings 
not only a ſin of Injuſtice and Uncha-# 
ritableneſs, which 1s of it ſelf a ſink 
big enough to damn any man ; but 
alſo of the fouleſt Ingratitude, and 
baſeſt Treachery and Perfidiouſneſs # 
This, I would have well confider'd, 
becauſe, if it were, 1t would makes 
Servants dread the commiſſion of# 
ſome Crimes which they ſeem not to 
have that ſenſe of, which they onght# 
Such are for inſtance, railing Diſſen# 
tion and Feuds in the Family, by ly 
ing and whiſpering. Secondly, Blaſty 
ing the Credit and Reputation of 
their Maſters and Miſtrefles, whether 


's 
[2 


by falſe or true Reports; the guilt os: 
theſe practices will be evident to hims; 


*"; 


who conſiders. The ſpreading Report, 


+. 
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= though true, to another's diſadvan- 
-M tage, is uncharitableneſs in any man; 
& but in a Servant, 'tisnot only a breach 
= of Charity, but of Faith and Secrecy 
-& too, and the blackeſt Ingratitude to 
# boot; and if it bea fin to ſpread an 
J& Uncharitable Truth, how much a 
U-E greater to forge a Malicious Lye ? For 
Z one Neighbour or one Stranger to 
* belie or ſlander another by a falſe 
*X Charge,is an effect 8 property not on- 
® ly of a mean, but devliſh ſpirit ; what 


name then can this ſin find, when a 


Maſter or a Miſtreſs is thus treated by 


EK a Servant, who lies under not only 
6H the general Obligations of Charity, 
Z Truth and Juſtice, but alſo more 
# particular, and if it can be more fa- 
& cred ones, of Secrecy, Faith and Gra- 
| titude? The ſame thing may be ſaid 


© of kindling ſtrife; for if it be a hai- 
E nous wickedneſs in any one to ſtir up 


# Contention by Lying and Whiſper- 

* ing, how much more in a Servant, 
2th! who is ſo ſtrictly obliged to preſerve 
0 the Peace of the Family he lives in? 


eportf 
hough 


The very fame 1s the caſe of a Ser- 
yant in all other Injuries committed 
G 3 againſt 
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againſt his Maſter ; they are not only | 
Violations of his Chriſtian Profeſſion, | 
(as every aft of Injuſtice or Unchari- | 
tableneſs 1n all other men 1s ) but al- F 
ſo of theparticular Obligations of his | 
Calling; and therefore ſuch fins, as | 
they have greater aggravations, ſo | 
ſhall they receive greater puniſhment # 
than other men's: This is extremely | 
neceſſary to be remembred, that, as | 
you have eaſter opportunities of do- | 
ing wrong, ſo you may alſo have | 
greater dread and horrour of it, as 
looking upon every Injury that were 
but a fingle act of Injuſtice or Defect | 
of Charity in others, as a Complica- | 
tion of ſins and villanies in you, being | 
a tranſgreſſion not only of your Duty 
as Chriſtians, but as Servants too. 
Having laid this before you, as a 
ſtrong Engagement to a moſt ſtrict 
and conſcientious diſcharge of your | 
Duty, I come now in the , 
Second place, to conſider the parti-| 
culars of this Duty. I might ſum up # 
all, as our Saviour doth, under one # 
Virtue of Fazthfalneſs, for he makes a | 
Good and Fazthful Servant to be terms 
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equivalent; Matth. 25. Well done good 


and faithful Servant. But that you 


may more fully and diſtin&ly com- 
prehend the whole of your Duty, I 
will ſpeak of it under theſe three 


bo 2 Lov e. ; | | 
| Erſt therefore of Obedience : This doggy 
# is that which conſtitutes the very na- 
Z ture of Service : Right to command 
| makes a Maſter, and obligation to 
& obey aServant; that Subjection which 


Y. Heads; 1. Obedjence. 2. Faithfulneſs. 


| the Centurion deſcribes, Lnke 7. 8. 


I ſay unto one, go, and he goes, and to 
another come, and he cometh; and to 
* my Servant, do this, and he does it, is an 
Z indiſpenſible Duty of every one that 


profeſſes himſelf a Servant. 


This, 


Reaſon teaches us, His Servants ye are, 


to ghom ye obey ; And the very nature of 


the Couenant between the Mafler and 
his Servant implies this, Obedieuce on 
the one hand, aud maintenance on the 


the other. - God doth ſtriftly exatt this 


Duty of Servants, and that upon patn of 


damnation to the tranſgreſſor, and pro- 
miſe of an Eternal Reward to the ob- 


G 4 


ſerver of it. Thus C01.3.22,8&c. Servants 
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' " obey inal things your Maſters according 
to the fleſh, not with eye-ſervice as men- 
pleaſers, but in ſingleneſs of heart fear- 
zng God, And whatſoever ye do, do it 
| heartily, as unto the Lord, and not unto 
men : Knowing that of the Lord ye ſhall 
receive the Reward of the Inheritance, 
for ye ſerve the Lord Chriſt : But he that 
doth wrong, ſhall recezve for the wrong 
which he has done ;, and there 15 no re- 
ſpett of perſons. To the ſame purpoſe 
is Eph. 6.5. 1 Pet. 2. 18. and innu- 
merable other Texts of Scripture; by 
all this put together, you may ealily 
diſcern how grievous a fin the Difo- 
bedijence of Servants is, 'tis a down- 
right contempt of God's revealed 
Will; *tis a violation of the Law of 
Nature, diſturbing that juſt and wife 
Government which the Providence 
of God has introduced inte the 
World, by that difference he has put 
between the ſeveral Ranks of Man- 
kind; tis a manifeſt breach of the 
Servant's Covenant which he entred 
into with his Maſter, and by conſe- 
quence, the Diſobedient Servant has 
30 right to the Bread he eats, or to 
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the Wages he receives, and he can 


expect nothing from God, who is the 


Supreme Lord of all, and by whoſe 
Appointment, the Diſtin&ion and 
Order which now is in the World 
was eſtabliſht; but ſome ſevere Judg- 
ment, as upon an unrighteous Pper- 
ſon, and a Covenant-breaker ; and 
tis no wonder, that God ſhould 
ſo ſtrictly exa&t this Duty, or fo ſe- 
verely puniſh the Violation of it ; for 
this fin of Diſobedience proceeds 
from Pride, or Frowardneſs, or Idle- 
neſs, and ends in Wrath,and Conten- 
tion, and Confuſion. IS 


Nor 1s the Spirit of God in Scrip- The pro- 
perries af 
this Obedh- 


ture content only to enjoyn Servants 
Obedience, but it takes care to ac- 
quaint 'em, what kind-of Obedience 
this muſt be : br}, It muſt be in all 
things, that 1s, all things that are not 
repugnant to the Will of God, who 
is our ſupreme Maſter; or the Laws 
of the Land, which are ſtampt with 
an Authority ſuperior to that of 
their Maſter in all things elſe. Ser- 
vants are not to -diſpute nor inter- 
pret, but obey the Commands of 
| _—. _- their 
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their Maſter, for they are not to an- 
ſwer for the diſcretion or reaſonable- 
neſs of his Commands. Their Obe- 
dience Secondly, muſt be zn ſingleneſs 
of heart, not with eye-ſeruvice, as men- 
pleaſers. He 1s a very 1] Servant wha 
obeys only when his diſobedience 
cannot be concealed or excus'd; for 
at this rate, the Maſter would be the 
greateſt Drudge in his Family, and 
the Care and Toil of overſeeing others 
in their work, would be more into- 
lerable than the work it ſelf. Thirdly, 
This Obedience muſt be perform'd 
from the heart ; the Servant muſt not 
only do his Duty, and do it honeſtly, 
but he muſt do it willingly and chear- 
fully, without this he will not be like 
to be very proiperous, exact, or dili- 

gent in his Service ; nor can his Ser- 
vice prove very acceptable to his 
Maſters for to all ingenious Tem- 
pers, the AﬀeGion and Zeal of a Ser- 
vant is as valuable as his Service ; ſo 
that for wanr of this, he will incur 
two great Evils, his Labour will be 
harder, and his Reward will be leſs : 
To all this, muſt be added Fourthly, 
RY © 


— 


62; of Obedience. = 


Humility ; Self-concext and Impatience 
are the moſt ' improper qualities in a 
Servant imaginable z for what can 
be more abſurd than Pride and Wil- 
fulneſs in one whoſe very profeſſion 
tis to obey ? Theſe are grievous {ins 
in any Fortune, but more extremely 
grievous in a low one. The Scripture 
therefore doth not permit the Ser- 
vant to anſwer again when reproved 
or blamed; nay, what is more, 1t 
commands him-to behave himſelf re- 
ſpe&fully towards the froward and 
peeviſh, as well as mild and gentle Ma- 


ſter, and to * ſuffer patiently when he * x Pet. 2. 


ſuffers wrongfully, 


That you may perform this Duty means of 
as you ought, you are to endeavour performing 
to perſuade your ſelves, that an hum- TE 


ble, honeſt, and chearful Obedience, 
is the glory of a Seryant ; that this 


{ 1s as much the honour of your ſta- 


tion, as Prudence, Liberality and 
Gentleneſs is of the Maſters: That 
the meanneſs of any buſineſs you are 
imploy'd in, cannot ſo much diſpa- 
rage you, as Murmuring and Pride; 
for 'tis the Maſter's, not the Servant's 
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diſhonour, if he exacts. what -is not 
fit or becoming at the hands of his 
Servant : No Servant can ever looſe 
himſelf by his Humzhty, for he may 
with expreſſions of reſpe&t and kind- 
neſs quit his Service when he will, 
and fo avoid any Rudeneſs or Inde- 
cency; nor can 1 poſſibly conceive, 
that this courſe can be prejudicial to 
any Servant, for let the Servant be 
of the higheft Rank, and the buſineſs 
commanded of the loweſt and mean- 
eft, any man may do that once or 
twice out of Humility, which yet he 
cannot take upon him as his conſtant 
work without the imputation of Pu- 
fillanimity or meanneſs of Spirit. 
Secondly, The Servant muſt endeavour 
to entertain a good Opinion of, and 
Value for his Maſter, for otherwiſe it 
will not be eaſie to obey thoſe whom 
you can. think reaſonable to deſpiſe. 
Thirdly, And above all, the Servant 
muſt perſuade himſelf, that he obeys | 
God in obeying his Maſter; he muſt | 
look upon himſelf as placed in this 
ſtation by God, and he muſt look up- 
on his Maſter as inyeſted with Au- 
| | | thority 
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thority. over him by God, and this 
will. bean encouragement to him-to 
do his Duty, and a comfort and ſup- 
port to him when. he ſuffers wrong- 
fully. 


A ſecond Duty which a Servant 2 Faithfub 
owes his Mafter is Faithfulneſs, a Du- *& 


ty without. which 'tis impoſſible that 
the Maſter can enjoy any real-plea- 
ſure or ſatisfa&tion, or the Servant 
any peace of Conſcience ; for how 
can. the Maſter's mind be at eaſe, if 
he be not ſecure of the Faith of thoſe 
of his own Family, but muſt needs 
ſuſpect thoſe whom he muſt needs 
truſt > and what an ulcer'd gauled 
Conſcience muſt that Servant have, 
who. dwells continually under the 
Roof, and eats daily of the Bread of 
that mari whom he wrongs. and in- 
jures, Where every. thing he doth: or 
ſees calls his fin to'remembrance, and 


every Benefit, every Favour 1s a Re- 


proach, and a ſtab to his Soul > Now 
this Fidelity is to be practiſed in all 
thoſe things, wherein the Maſter is 
capable of receiving any Benefit by 
the Faith, or ſuffering any wrong by 
| the 
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the Falſhood of his Servant; and be- 
ſides this, it ought to be underſtood, 
that Fidelity obliges the Servant not 
-only, not to do his Maſter any 
wrong himſelf, but alſo not to ſuffer 
any others to do -him any. Fidelity | 
taken in this large extent Ccompre- | 
prehends a great:many Duties of the 
Facts Servant towards his Maſter. As for 
towards vis Example, Firſt, That he endeavour, 
Maſter's as far as it lies in him, to promote the 
Soul. Virtue, and'procure the Salvation of 
his Maſter, for this is his trueſt and 
greateſt-Intereſt: "This he may effect, 
partly by Prayer to God for: him, 
partly by Adviceand good Diſcourſe; 
if his Maſter give him any fuch op- 
portunity, or admit him into . any 
ſuch freedom : * Partly like Serapion, 
by the Example of an excellent Life, 
but ifhe cannot ſerve him this way, 
he muſt at leaſt take care that he be 
not guilty of the. contrary; he muſt 
not-be an Incentive to, or Inſtrument 
of his ſin; he muſt not be a Contri- 
ver of, or Purveyor for his Luſt ; he 
muſt not flatter and applaud him 1n 
his wickedneſs; for this is the "_ 
| | ort 


Df Faithſulneſs. 


| fort of 'unfaithfulneſs, the betraying 
 & the very Soul of his Maſter, and how 


wretched a ſtate doth the Servant 


| reduce himſelf to by this perfidiouſ- 


neſs, if his Maſter never repents, he 


| has drawn upon his own Soul the 

= guilt of his Damnation ; if he do re- 
| pent, he draws upon himſelf his Ma- 
| ſters perpetual contempt and averſion: 
| Secondly, The: Servant muſt endea- Towargs - 
| vour to: preſerve the Peace and Ho- the Peace 


nour of his Maſter, for thefe things 
are or ſhould be dear to every -one ter. 
next to his Soul and Virtue. Now 
the Peace -of 'a Maſter may be di- 
ſturb'd either by the Contentions of 
thoſe of his Family amongſt them- 


| ſelves, or by their unkindneſs and un- 


dutifulneſs towards himſelf ; the Ser- 


| vant therefore who by lyes or ſlan- 


ders, by vile whiſperings and - infor- 


| mations doth alienate the Aﬀections 
| of the Family, or any Member of it, 


from their Head, or ſets them at: va- 
riance between one another, 1s guilty 
of the blackeſt treachery, for he per- 


| hdioufly robs his Maſter -of the Peace 
| of his mind, and the Aﬀections of 


thoſe 
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thoſe of :his Houſhold, than both 
which, nothing can be dearer to | 
him : Nor 1s this all the aggravation 
of this fin, for it loads the perfidious 
wretch with all the gmlt of the nu: 
merous and great miſchiefs which | 
always may, and very often do enſue | 
upon the Contentions and Divitions | 
of Families. In a word, ſuch a one | 
draws upon himſelf the Wrath of | 
God, and as ſoon as he is diſcovered, 
the diſpleaſure and hatred of the 
whale Family. As to thg Honour of | 
their Maſter or Miſtreſs, it may be 
wounded by the Servant two ways. 
Firſt, by ſpeaking ill of 'em either a- 
broad or at home or elſe Secondly,by 
promoting that Immorality in the Fa- 
mily, which: muſt neceſlarily tend to 
their diſparagement -and ſcandal : 
They therefore that will be Faithful | 
in this point, muſt be ſo far from | 
making the faults of their Maſter or | 
Miſtreſs publick, that if it be poſſi- F 
ble, they muſt not ſee 'em them- | 
ſelves ; they muſt be ſo far from | 
making 'em the ſubject of their dif- | 
courſe abroad, that they muſt vindi- B+ 
cate F 
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cate 'em all that poſſibly they can; 
nay, they muſt not endure any ſuch 
ſort of Talk at home ; they muſt: no 
more connve at a Fellow-Servant 
that wrongs their Maſter or Miſtreſs in, 
their Honour, than if they did wrong. 
'em in their Goods ; they muſt ex- 
cuſe whatever, will admit, of excuſe; 


; what will not, they. muſt hate but 
| not ſpread or cenſure by doing this, 


a Servant {hall gain true :Honour to 
himſelf, while he preſeryes his Mas 


| ſters; for though the it temper of 


ſome people be ſuch, that they are 
pleaſed with malicious Informations, 
wita ſpiteful and flanderous Diſcoye- 
ries, yet-I never knew any temper fo 


| bad,. that. loved the Informer, if a 
| Servant ; 
: | Ingratitude and Treachery as odious 
# Vices 1n him, as areany that he con- 
© demns in his Maſter. 
# laſt thing wherein the Faithfulneſs* On 
| of a Servant is required, is the g00ds ner ys 
'Þ and poſſeſſions of the Maſter; in theſe Maſter. 
| the Servant muſt not wrong his Ma- 
| ſter, neither by theft, nor fraud, nor 
{OW aſt, nor muſt he ſuffer others to do 


for they cannot, but judge 


H | ſo, 
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* Deut. 
21, 20» 


betrayed by the Temptation __ 
| of 


ſo, for ail this 1s downright Injuſtice, 
and expreily forbid by Almighty 
God. Thus Titus 2.10. They are for- 
bid to purlomm, as being direaly con- 
trary to that Farthfulneſs which they 
are commanded to ſhew ; nor 1s the 
conſuming the Maſter's goods by 


Riot and Intemperance, By unneceſ- | 
fary Waſt, or by Sloth and Careleſ- | 


neſs, one jot a leſs ſin than Theft or 


. Fraud. The unjuſt Steward in the 


Goſpel, Lake 16. 1s accuſed, that he 
had waſted his Maſters goods; and un- 
der the Law, if Parents had brought 
a Son before the Congregation, and 
accuſed him of theſe Crimes, he was 


to be ſtoned. * This our Son 15 ſtubborn | 


and rebellious, he will not obey-cur Vorce; 


he 15 a glutton and a drunkard + and all F 
the men of his City ſhall ſtove him with | 
ſtones that he die. And ſurely a wick-F 
© ed and flothful Servant is no leſs pu-f 
niſhable than a wicked and flothful 


Son. I will infiſt a little longer upon 


the Servant's Duty in this point of 


Juſtice, both becauſe the Servant isF 


more apt to offend this way, being 


: 
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of profit or pleaſure, and becauſe the 
Maſter is wont to reſent offences of 
this nature moſt heinouſly, and to ac- 
count 'em as the worſt of Injuries he 
is capable of ſuffering by his Servant, 
not (I hope) that he doth eſteem his 
Goods above his Soul or his Honour, 
or above the Virtue and Peace of 


- © his Family, but becauſe he is leſs able 
| to ſecure the one than the other a- 
| gainſt the perhdiouſneſs of Servants ; 
| for if he be a good man, he will eaſi- 


ly be able to ſecure himſelf and his 
Family againſt the {ſlander by which 
any Servant endeavours to blaſt his 
Honour, or againſt the Lies and 
Whiſpers by which he endeavours to 


{| breed diſcontent, or againit the In- 
| fection of his 11] Morals ; but there is. 
| no way to ſecure himſelf againſt the 

| wrongs which he may ſuffer by the 

| Fraud and Purloyning, by the Waſt 

| and Riot, or by the Sloth and Negli- 

{ gence of an unfaithful Servant. 

| Erft therefore of Purloyming. By Of Purloin- 
| this 1s to be underſtood, the conver- 5: 


ting the goods of your Maſter to your 
ownule z you cannot be ſo ignorant 
H 2 as 
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as not to know, that this 1s down- 


right Thefr, and forbid by an expreſs 
Commandment, Thou ſhalt not ſteal : 
Nor can you be ignorant, that Theft | 
is a Crime of -the fouleſt nature, as | 
being not only repugnant to the ex- | 
cellencies and perfections of Chriſtia- 
nity, but even to the common Mora: | 
lity of Heathens, to the natural Law | 
of Juſtice, Thou ſhalt do to others, as 
thou wouldeſt be done by ; and you can- 
not but know, how -vuy. wag. you 
would your ſelves refent ſuch an In- 
jury ; for if you love the World fo 
well, as to venture the being damn'd # 
for it, tis eaſte for me to conclude, | 
how grievouſly you would take it, to 
be robbed of it by another. How vile F 
a fin this is, in the Opinion of others, # 
may eaſily be inferr'd from the inde-| 
lible ſtain and infamy which ſticks 
upon it amonegſt all people, and from 
the ſevere puniſhments pronounc'd 
againſt it 1n all civilizd Nations; but | 
moſt of all, from the puniſhment # 
which a wiſe and a merciful, as well # 
as juſt God adjudges it to. The pu-F 
niſhment in the Old Teſtament, you 
mays 


4 


Of Faithfulneſs. 


may read, Exod. 22, But that which 
moſt concerns you, 1s that of the 
New, which 1s excluſion from the 
Kingdom of Heaven, and Eternal Im- 
priſonment 1n Hell, in the Lake that 
burns with Fire and Brimitone for 
ever. * Know ye not, that the un- 
righteous ſhall not inherit the Kingdom 
of God 2 Be not deceived, neither For- 
nicators, &c. nor Thieves, nor Covetons, 
nor Drunkards, nor Revilers, nor Extor- 
toners ſhall inherit the Kingdom of God, 
How grievous a {in this is, all this 
may ſufficiently convince you, and 
ſhould methinks ſtrike a guilty Soul 
with horrour and amazement ; but 
ſome peradventure make leſs Con- 
ſcience to rob their Maſter than ano- 
ther man: How 1imyvudent a folly is 
this 2 Can you think, that he by be- 
coming your Maſter forfeits his Right 
and Property, and is no longer under 
the fence and protection of the Laws 
of God ? or can you think, that you, 
by becoming a Servant, gain a Li- 
cence to commit that {in with I»ps- 
nity, which you could not have other- 
wile done without incurring Danm:- 

H 3 tion? 


* x. Cor. 6. 
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tion 2 1s not the Injuſtice the ſame ? 
Is not the wrong the Maſter ſuffers 
notorious ? Nay, I muſt be free to 
tell you, that though the Injuſtice 
and Wrong be the ſame, the»-guilt 
and fin of Theft is not the fame in a 
Stranger and a Servant: Or doſt 
thou think that baſe Ingratitude,and 
pertidious breach of Truſt, adds no- 
thing to the . guilt of the Injuſtice ? 
Poor creature ! Doſt thou not lee, 
how vile a {in thou doſt commit, a 
{in that nothing can attend, if it have 
it's due, but reproach and infamy, 
bodily puniſhment according to Law, 
and,if not repented of,Eternal Damna- 
tion ? Nay doſt thou not diſcern what 
a heap of {ins thou art guilty of in one, 
Ingratitude, breach of Truſt, Lying, 
and,it may be, Perjury together with 
Injuſticein every f{ingle act of this fort 
of Theft > And what art thou to gain 
by all this? What 1s it that thou ex- 
pecteſt as the price of thy Honour, 
thy Lite and, thy Soul > "Tis very of- 
ten ſomething ſo little, that were it 
not for fear of thy being plung'd by 
agearccs 1n greater miſchiefs, thy Ma- 


ſter 
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fer would hardly think it worth his 
taking notice of : But be 1t what it 
will, 1t can be but ſome ſmall portion 
of thy Maſter's Wealth, and art not 
thou a poor and deſperate Slave in- 
deed, who art content to ſell, not thy 
Strength and thy Liberty, but thy 
Credit, thy Blood and thy Soul at fo 
vile, ſo cheap, a Rate? After all, do 
but conſider, what it is that moves 
thee, that draws thee on to this ſin, 
and thou ſhalt find, that it 1s to gra- 
tifte ſome other as bad as it ſelf ; for 
what 1s it that thou doſt want ? 
Food and Ratment is provided for 
thee, thou muſt therefore either ſteal 
to gratifie thy Covetouſneſs, and this 
15 downright Idolatry in thee, or 
thou muſt ſteal out of diſtruſt, and 
to ſecure thy ſelf againſt thy Inhde] 
fears of Poverty hereafter. Unhappy 
creature ! who canſt not relie upon 
God, even when thou art provided 
for | What couldſt thou do worſe 
than this, if thou wert deſtitute of 
any proviſion 2 How great a diſtruſt 
of God,how vile and impious a piece 
of Infidelity is this > And how great 
H 4 1S 
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is the fin of Diſtruſt and Infidelity 
without any extraordinary aggrava- 
T1 * Revel 21+ tions ? * The fearful and unbelieving, 
=. © &c. ſhall have their part in the Lake. 
14"R which burneth with Fire and Brim{ione. 
Or Laſily, Thou muſt ſteal ' to feed 
ſome other Luſt, ſuch as Riot, Un- 
cleanneſs, or the like, and then” in 
what a courſe of wickednels art thou 
engag'd? Thou art then to fatisfie,not 
only the Extravagancies of thy own, 
but of others Luſts, and thou makeſft 
thy ſelf a Slave to all that are thy 
Confederates in fin; nay, they are 
the Maſters of thy Reputation, thy 
Fortune,and thy Life;and when thou 
conſidereſt what looſe and debauch- 
ed wretches thou doſt truſt theſe 
thy dear Concerns with, thou canſt 
not but think thy ſelf as deſperate a 
Fool, as thou art deſperately wicked: 
SO that, as to this end of thy Thett, 
the gratifying ſome wild and lewd 
Aﬀections, the: more thou  doſt ſuc- 
ceed in it, the more deſperate and 
devlorable is thy ſtate: The two 
other ends, namely, the fatisfaction 
of thy Covetouſneſs, or thy ſecurity | 
againſt B 
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againſt future want, are in all proba- 
bility ſubverted and defeated by that 
very in, by which thou doſt endea- 
your to attain 'em: For thy Theft 


| forfeits the favour and patronage of 


| God, thy diſtruit, and this courſe it 
| puts thee upon, 1s'an open renoun- 


In | cing and relinquiſhing the' Care and 


Providence of God over thee, ſo that 
| though thy ſin, ſhould be conceal'd 
| from man,thou canit expect no other, 
than that thou ſhouldſt be curſt in 
all thou ſetteſt thy hana to, and that 
thy faireſt Hopes ſhould be blaſted ; 
but if thou art diſcover'd, the leaſt 
| that can befal thee is the Reſtitution 
þ of thy Unjuſt Rapines, and a brand 
| or mark of Infamy fixt on thee,which 
will render thee uncapable of any 
Truft, and expoſe thee conſequently 
to unavoidable and perpetual want 
and beggary : Ah the wretched Lite 
of an infamous and beggarly Theit, 
forſaken and abandoned by God and 
Man ! 
I have ſaid enough,I hope, to make 
any one ſenſible of this fin of Pur- 
loyning 3: yet I am almoſt afraid, lelt 
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my Deſign may be in ſome part de- 
feated, by the fooliſh Colluſions and 
trifling Excuſes of ſuch, who though 
they cannot deny Purloyning or 
Theft to be a damnable fin, yet they 
commit the thing, and deny it to be 
Theft; juſt like men that acknow- 
ledge Rebellion a ſin, but will not 
own taking up Arms againft the Su- 
preme Magiſtrate to be Rebellion: 
Give me leave therefore to tell you, | 
that when I make Theft to be the | 
converting your Maſter's goods to 
your own uſe, I underſtand by it all 
acts of yours, by which your Maſter 
ſuffers detriment and wrong. For In- 
ſtance, not only the deceiving him in 
what 1s in your own Truſft,or the pil- 
fering what 1s in anothers,or the tak- 
ing to your ſelves any way unjuſtly 
what 1s his, but alſo the giving away Þ 
to others without his knowledge, or | 
contrary to his will any part or por- 
tion of his, than which, nothing, I 
hear, 1s more common ; Servants as 
well as Maſters, having their atten- Þ 
dants and hangers on, their Paraſites 


and Flatterers, who  at* once ſooth 
them Þ 
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| chem in their Pride and Vanity, by 


fawning and flattering, and cheriſh 
'em in their Idleneſs by doing their 


| buſineſs. I muſt put you in mind 


further, that I mean by your Maſter's 


| goods, whatever he poſlefles, what- 
| ever it be wherein he can ſuffer, or 
| you commit wrong. And 1n the laſt 
# place, I muſt put you in mind, that 
: & you are guilty, not only of the wrong 
| and injuſtice which you perſonally 
= commit, but alſo of whatever 1s com- 
| mitted by any other, if you conſent 


to it, and connive at it, even though 
you ſhould receive no benefit by it : 
For thus far I conceive the Reproof 
of the Pſalmiſt may be extended, 


| * When thou ſaweſt a Thief, thou con- *Pra. $5, 


ſented'ſt with him , which is there 1* 
look't upon as an abominable wick- 


| edneſs, and ſurely: the commands of 

| God, Thou ſhalt not ſuffer ſin in thy 

| Brother, but by any means reprove- him, 

| and * Have no fellowſhip with the un- * Eph. ;. 
| fruitful works of darkneſs, but rather re- "** 

- Þ prove 'em, do nearly concern a Ser- 

| vant 1n this caſe, as he would avoid 

the guilt of theſin which he dothnot 


reprenend, 
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reprehend, for the negle& of Re- | 
proof is here a tacit approbation of | 
the fin, and tho' peradventure this 
ſort of theft benot to be loaded with 
all the Aggravations of the former, 
yet the leaſt that can be faid of it, 1s, 
thatir is a downright injuſtice, a # 
breach of truſt, and extream un-F 
faithfulneſs towards the Maſter : But 
you'l demand of me, . how 1s a Ser-F| 
vant to behave himſelf towards his 
guilty Fellow-Servant, that he may, | 
in ſuch a caſe as this, acquit .himſelf 
with a good Conſcience towards God 
and Man ? If he conceal his fault, he 
is unfaithful to his Maſter, if he di{-F 
cover it, he is unkind to his Fellow- 
Servant : He muſt betray the one or 
the -ther, if he do not reveal the 

' 45 he .ſces his Maſter ſuffers, 
- d. +-.:at 1s more, his Conſcience 
:utt iuffer t00; 1f he do, he ſhall be 
hated and periecuted by his Fellow-F 
Servants as an Informer, nay perad-| 
Y2nture, what 1s worſe than this, he 
[.: that isaccuſed ſhall out-wit him, 
or ſhail be able to form a Combina-| 


tzonagainſt him, and ſo find more cre-F 
dit 


Bs of Faithfulneſs. 


E dit with the Maſter, and by conſe- 
| quence the good Servant ſhall by his 
| Integrity and Juſtice forfeit his Place, 
| andit may be, his Reputation, or at 
| leaſtlive uneafily, perſecuted by the 


vexatious Calumnies, affronts and 


| unkindneſses of thoſe others that are 
| combined againſt him. To this de- 
F mand take thisanſwer, Iſhould never 
"'& have fancied this Objection, had I not 
{ been extreamly ſen{ible of the frailty 


of Man ; for, whence ſhould any one 


| doubt,whether he thould preſerve his 


Faith and Duty to his Maſter, or 


| commit a {in to oblige a Fellow-Ser- 


vant > Whence ſhould ſpring this 
queſtion, whether you ſhould ſup- 


| portand cheriſh a wicked Fellow-Ser- 


vant in his Vice, or whether you 
ſhould preſervea Maſter, (to whom 
you ow Fidelity, Truth and Love, ) 
from injuries and wrongs ? How fi- 
nally ſhould a Man coine to be trou- 


"Þ bled with this {cruple 2 Whether he 


ſhould preſerve his Integrity, a good 
Conſcience, and the Favour and 
Blefling of God by doing his Duty, 
or, by deſerting it, run the hazard - 
tne 
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the worſt that the wit or malice of 
his wicked Fellow-Servant can bring 
upon him? Theſe you muſt readily 
acknowledgeare doubts and ſ{cruples, 
which do not become the {incerity 
and Faith of a good and honeſt Chri- 
ſtian : However, you ſhall not want 
herethe beſt advice that I can give 
you, for I know, there may be ſome 
little ſtruglings of good nature and 
intereſt, in oppoſition to your Duty 
in this point ; the firſt thing then, 
you are to do, 1s to reprove your 
ouilty Fellow-Servant, to lay before 
him,as well as you can,the hainouſneſs 
of his {1n, together with the danger 
of it, both with reſpec to his 'Tem- 
poral and Eternal Intereſt, - acquaint 
him with the Beauty and Pleaſure, 
the ſecurity and advantage of Vertue 
and the Fear of God,adviſe and exhort 
him earneſtly to expiate his fin by 
Repentance towards God, and reſti- 
tution' towards man, mix this Re- 
proof ever and anon with Profefſions 
of tenderneſs and affections for him, 
with expreſſions of your good mean- 
ing and {incere intention, which he 

may 
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may diſcern by your accuſing him 


only to himſelf, and laſtly with afſu- 
rances, that, if he follow your ad- 
vice, he ſhall not ſuffer the leaſt pre- 


E judice, either in his credit or inter- 


eſt by your knowledge of his fault, 


| nay, that it ſhall notdiminiſh in the 
| leaſt your reſpe&t or Aﬀection to- 
| wards him : For you are not infenſt- 

ble of the wiles of the Devil, and 


the infirmity of man, it being com- 
monly incident td humane frailty to 
fall into fin, and 'tis the - work of a 
true Faith torepent of it, and there- 
fore, as your compaſſion 1s kindled 
inyou upon the former account, fo 
ſhould you neceſſarily be ingaged to 
honour and love him upon the latter, 


| now tif you prove ſucceſsful in this, 


you gain a Soul to God, a good Ser- 
vant to your Maſter, and an infepa- 
rable Friend to your ſelf, and what 
is more than all, you gain peace and 
ſatisfaction to your Conſcience, to- 
gether with the bleſſing of God, the 
Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
the increaſe of his Holy Spirit. 
Whereas ſuppoſe you connive at, = 

e 
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he proceed in his fin, Ah ! How fa- 
tal an obligation do you lay upon 
him ! You incourage him in his in, 
and, if henever repent, you damn his 
Soul Eternally ; ifhedo repent, how 
muſt he needs condemn you in the 
bitterneſs and grief of his Reflections, 
as one falſe to God and him, and no 
leſs unfaithful to his Eternal, than 
your Maſter's Temporal Intereſt ? 
And what the guilt is, that you load 
your own Conſcience with, I have 
ſhewed you before: But if you 
would do any good this way, you 
muſt take care, that you do 1t be- 
times, and that you do not let his 
fault take air before you have thus 
repreſented it to him, for if you firſt 
publith, and then reprove his guilt, 
I cannot wonder, if he do queſtion 
either your - {incerity or diſcretion, 
and his doubting of either muſt needs 
forfeitinhim all reſpect for your ad- 
vice or reproof, and tempt him ra- 
ther to ſtand upon his defence, than 
truſt you with his Confeſſion or Re- 

pentance. 
It you can eftec&t nothing this way 
towards 


y ſlemn impertinence, but if he refuſe 
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towards the reclaiming your Fellow- 
Servant, you muſt communicate his 
oftence with ſome body elſe ; as well 
that you may your ſelf avoid the Im- 
putation of Connivance and Conſent, 
as alſo that you may deliver, if poſſi- 


® ble, his Soul from guilt without the 
| ruin of his Credit and Fortune : And 


in the choice of ſuch a Perſon, you 
are, if it may be, to find out ſome 


| one that is conſiderable with him, 


one whoſe Vertue and Authority he 
Reverences, and whoſe Aﬀection and 
Diſcretion he can confide in ; this 
will make him more apt to be free in 
his Confeſſion, and if he has any mo- 
deſty, any ingenuity left in him, he 
cannot but be-wrought by this me- 
thod into Repentance. This very me- - 
hod may be'madeuſe of in other ca- 
fesas well as this, as in thoſe injuries 
you ſee your Mafter ſuffer, either by 
he negligence or waſt of your :Fe!- 
ow-Servants, only where the mat- 
er 15 little and trifling, you- are not 
o communicate 1t with others, for 
his will look like a formal and ſo- 
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Le men A 


to reform upon your ſingle reproof, 
you are to go directly to your Maſter 
er Miſtreſs, for a {light wrong repeat- 
ed daily may grow a very outragious 
one in time ; However, they are the 
moſt proper Judges of what is ſlight 
and trifling, or otherwiſe; for what 
may ſeem to you very inconſiderable 
may ſeem otherwiſe to them, wh 
beſt know their own minds and thei 
own Fortunes. The ſame thing laſth 
you muſt do in matters of greater mc 
ment, when thoſe ways I have pre 
{crib'd you fail, you muſt not pr 
voke God, wrong your Maſter, ant 
wound your own Conſcience, fo 
fear of diſpleaſing, nay of ruining you 
unjuſt, ſlothful or waſtful Fellow-Se 
vant, but you muſt honeſtly an 
couragiouſly do your Duty, leavin 
the iſſue to God, and tothe pruden 
and goodneſsof your Maſter, and thi 
3t ſhould end in his ruin, or in tt 
forfeiture of your own place, or tt 
diſturbance of your quiet and pea 
in it, ( which I can hardly believ 
if you will purſue this method ) ye 
you ſhall have delivered your 2 
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Soul, God ſhall bring forth your R:gh- 
teouſneſs as the Noon-day, whatever 
calumnies the wit or the malice of 
| your Fellow-Servants raiſe to obſcure 
it, and you ſhall thrive and prevail 
in deſpight of all confederacies a- 
| gainſt you. 
| A ſecond Vice of Servants, by of Negli- 
which a Maſter ſuffers is negligence, 8: 
by which I mean, either a total O- 
miſhon or neglect of Duty, or ſuch 
a careleſs and lazy performance of it, 
that it were as good left undone, as 
be thus done: Or elſe, Laſtly, heed- 
leſneſs or want of care. Now tho' 
this be very common, you cannot, 
upon due examination of the nature 
28 of this fault, but confeſs it a very 
W great one ; for as to the Maſter, (if 
inf he be hereby endamag'd ) is it not 
the ſame thing for him to ſuffer by 
your negligence as fraud ? And I need 
not tell you, where there 1s much: 
truſt or confidence on the Maſter's 
ſide, and no Induſtry or Care on the 
ievServant's, that all muſt neceſlarily go 
Sto wrack and ruin : Or ifhe ſuffernot 
n his intereſt, he muſt ſuffer in the 
il 2 Peace 
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peace and contentment of his mind, 
for there cannot be a greater plague 
and vexation to any man than a con- 
fident and careleſs Servant : Nor is it 
2 ſmall matter, that the Maſter is 
forced to bear the rudeneſs and con- 
tempt which a Servant's heedleſneſs 
and idleneſs is too plain an exprefſi- 
on of, 'tis a troubleſom thing to a 
man to be levelled with his own Ser- 
vant, yet ſoheis in this caſe, for if 
there be no authority in the Maſter, 
nor fear or carein the Servant, rf tho' 
the Maſter may command, the {loth- 
ful Servant will perform only what 
he pleaſes, 'tis hard to fay wherein is 
the differenceand diſtinction between 
Jem. Is 1t poſſible for any Servant to 
think, that this 1s to do his Duty ? 
Can any one think that this is to obey 
with fear and trembling > Can any onef 
think that this {luggiſhneſs is any 
_ -thing better than Eye-Service, ſomuch 
condemned by God ? Can any one| 
who carries himſelf thus heedleſly e- 
ver perſuade himſelf, that he doth 
ſervice as if he made it to God nt 
Man? Or can he ever have the im- 
pudence 
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pudence to expect a reward from God 
for this kind of Deportment 2 What 
ſuch a one has reaſon to expect, he 
may learn from the Parable of the 
Lord and his Servants, Matth. 25. 


| where he 1s called a wicked and a 


ſlothful Servant, and adjudged to 
outer Darkneſs, whohad not anſwer- 
ed the truſt committed to him, who 
had only behaved himſelf idly and un- 
profitably , - tho' he had neither 
wrong d his Maſter by fraud or theft, 
or waſt, and riot. Alas! The unpro- 
fitable Servant muſt not flatter him- 
ſelf that he doth his Duty, for care 
and induſtry are as eſſential and ne- 
ceſfary parts of the Fartbfulneſs of a 
Servant, as truth and honeſty, and 
he that any time ſtands idle can ne- 


ver beexcusd, unleſs he can pl2ad, 
| what they in the Market-place did to 


that queſtion, Why ſtand ye here idle 
all the day long > Becauſe no man has 
hired us. But you are hired, you hay? 
no doubt work to do, for no Maſter 
will purchaſe heedleſneſs and floth 
at the rate of ſuch a charge as a Ser- 
vant puts him to : Nor can 'l think 
T3 that 
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that a Servant himſelf would judge 


this behaviour a good diſcharge of 


anv mans Luty inany other Station : 
Wold he think that Maſter did his 
oy , who made no provition for 
his Lamiuy ? And ver care and 1ndu- 
fry iszs indiſpenſible a Duty of the 
Servant, as provifion or maintenance 
ot the Maſter: Put Ineed fay no more, 
if nothing ele will, the effects of this 
11] demeanour may convince a Ser- 
vant, how great an evil this 1s, for 
beſides the loſs and vexation which 
it createsthe Maſter, it begets perpe- 
tual quarrels and diſcontents in the 
Family, for the Fellow-Servants of a 
ſluggard arenot only bereav'd of that 
aſſiſtance which they ſhould receive 
from him, but alſo oppreſſed by that 
burden of which he eaſes his Shoul- 
ders ; the Drone himſelf 1s forced up- 
on many Lies and Shifts to excuſe his. 
omiſſions and errors, and finally after 
ſome time ſpent in the diſpleaſure of 
his Maſter, the contempt and hatred 
of his Fellow-Servants : He 1s at laſt 
reproachfully caſt off, and branded 
with ſuch a character as makes all 
that 
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that know him, ſhut their Doors a- 
gainſt him, as unwilling to receive 
ſuch a trouble and incumbrance into 
their Families. 


There is a Third vice, which Ser- of con- 
vants are too often guilty of, where ſumprion 
the Fortune of the Family can allow ** "9 


it, and that is Conſumption 8 Waſt, 


| whether by wantonneſs and delicacy, 


_ by riot _ exceſs, whether 
byjunketting and drinking amo 
themſelves, or alſo by —__ _ 
thers into the Club and Aflociation, 
it matters little, *tis a downright in- 
juſtice committed againſt the Maſter, 
tis every jot as bad as theft, much 
worſe than thecommon theft of poor 
people, for the poor ſteal to relieve 
their neceſſities, but theferob to feed 
their gluttony and wantonneſs, nay, 
tis every jotas bad as theft in a Ser- 
vant ( the guilt of which has been 
ſufficiently diſplay'd to you before, 
for what difference is there, either in 
reſpect of the guilt of the Crime, or 
in reſpect of the effects of it towards 
a Maſter, whether a Servant ſteal from 
him out of Covetouſneſs or fear of 
I 4 future 
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future want, or whether he rob and 
plander him out of Luxury and Riot, 
if ſo, then you may be ſure, that if 
the wrong be the ſame in reſpect of 
the Maſter, and the guilt the ſame 
in reſpect of the Servant, the Tem- 
poral ill conſequences of it in this 
Life, and the puniſhment of it in 
another, will be much theſame ; for 
ſuch Servants muſt finally without 
Repentance artl Amendment, be 
abandoned and forſaken by God and 
Man : And accordingly 'tis generally 
obſerv'd, and I have mark't it my 
{elf, that ſuch as have been extream- 
ly Prodigal, Wanton and Waſtful, 
in their Maſter's Houſes, have been 
afterwards reduced to extream Po- 
verty, even to the want of a Morſel 
of Bread ; and that which adds to 
their miſery in this ſtate, 1s common- 
ly this, thatſuch as have been ſharers 
with 'em in the waſt of their Maſter's 
goods, have been the moſt apt to re- 
proach their former Pride and Wan- 
tonneſs, and to deſpiſe their preſent 
Poverty, and the only Perſons from 
whom they could expect relief, have 
ben 
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been thoſe very Maſters and Miſtreſſes 
whom they, had before abus'd and 
wrong d. 

Belides this Duty of Juſtice in 
Deed, there 1s another ſort: of Juſtice 
in Word, which a Servant owes hk& 


Maſter, which is Trath; but becauſe 


this 1s a common and avow'd Duty 
between Man and Man, I think 'tis 
not needful to dwell upon 1t here, 
there is no body can be 'ignorant of 
the wickedneſs of this fin which 
makes one of the greateſt Prerogatives 
of Mankind, that is, Speech, an In- 
{trument of the greateſt Miſchiefs ; 
which is 2dly, An Argument of a 
mean baſe Spirit, and deſtitute of the 
Faith and Fear of God ; which is 
3dly, The Product and Effect of ſome 
{11 or other, for Virtue never needs 
the Service or Protection of a Lyez 
which Laſtly, Prevents Repentance 
for ſin; for as ſoon; as men have ob- 
taind a great ſlight and: dexterity in 
Lying, they grow hard and confident 
in their faults, becauſe they find they 
can without any difhculry conceal or 
excute 'em by a Lye. 

And 
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And as no one can be ignorant of 
the evilof this fin, ſo neither of thee- 
vil which will puniſh it: Who knows 
not how many plagues are denounc'd 
againſt it by God 2 What infamy at- 
tends it from* Man > What ſecret 
ſhame and diſquiet it tortures the 
mind with? and finally, how it cer- 
tainly involves the Lyar in Temporal 
and Eternal Ruine? Let the Servant 
therefore, as he would avoid all this, 
alwaies keep up to ſtri& Truth in his 
words; if he havecommitted a fault, 
let him not go about to excule it, by 
the commiſſion of a greater, that is, 
by Lying ; let him rather chuſe to 
try the goodneſs of his Maſter by an 
humble and honeſt confeilion, than 
tempt him to ſuſpicion by frivolous 
Excuſes, or barefaced Untruths; how- 
ever, if he ſhould think his Maſter 
ſtupid enough to be impoſed on by 
any idle Tale, yet let him remember 
that he has a Maſter in Heaven who 
may be conquer'd by Confeifton and 
Repentance, but cannot be impoſed 
upon, or mockt by any ſlight or art1- 
fice of words, 

I have 
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© Ihave now ſpoke ſufficiently of the 
Duty of Farthfulneſs, and will there- 
fore paſs on to the 

Third and laſt great Duty of Ser- 
vants, The Love of their Maſters and 


Msſtreſſes : This is a Virtue which is Maſters and 


extremely neceſſary in Servants, it * 
being a very difhcult matter to do 
their Duty without 1t ; but 1f this 
be once implanted in their hearts; if 
the Maſter be lookt upon as a Father, 
one whoſe Aﬀection and Eſteem for 
'em they value as their greateſt 
worldly happineſs, there will need no 
other motive either to their Obedt- 
ence or Faithfulneſs: For what St. 
Fohn obſerves concerning the Service 
of God, Eph. 5. that to them who 
love him, his Commandments are not 
grievous; the ſame 1s true of the Ser- 
vice of Man, the burden of it 1s very 
light, if Love help to bear it ; for how 
natural is it for a Servant to obey 
when he is as fond of the Love of his 
Maſter, as of his own Intereſt ? and 
how natural to be faithful, when he 
loves his Maſters Intereſt as his own ? 


He will abhor to ſee him wrong d in 
| his 
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his Goods, or diſturb'd or diſquieted 
in his Mind, ſince if he loves him, he 
cannot but in every evil that befalls 
him, ſuffer with him; how ſacred 
will fuch a Servant eſteem the Ho- 
nour of his Maſter > How much will 
he be concern'd for the Virtue of his 
Children, the good behaviour of his 
fellow-ſervants, and the ſucceſs of his 
Enterprizes in the World > Such a 
Servant will not ſtand upon Puncti- 
lives, and nicely weigh his Duty by 
grains and ſcruples; but he will think 
all his Duty ( whatever it be ) where- 
in he can ſerve his Maſter : And what- 
ever he does, he will perform with 
that delight, that care and chearful- 
neſs, that one would think that he 
were like El:ezer to Abraham, rather 
an Heir of his Maſter's bleſſing, and 
his own labours, than an hired Ser- 
vant ; ſuch a one will not ſtay to ex- 
pect commands, where his Maſter's 
intereſt requires his Service, much 
leſs will he be ſolicitous, which way 
he may be excuſed from his Duty, 


for he accounts nothing more difin- 


genious than to ſtand in need of an 
excuſe. 


by Of Love. 


excuſe. Finally ; how eaſy will it be 
for ſuch a Servant to receive direction 
humbly, to bear any infirmity of his 
Maſter patiently, to anſwer reſpect- 
fully, to remember heedfully, to re- 
form carefully, and to do all out of 
frngleneſs of Heart ? 

How many and great the advanta- 
es of this Virtue are, both to the 
Maſter and to the Servant, both in 
point of credit and delight, both in 
point of Religion and Intereſt, is ve- 
ry eaſy to be diſcern'd ; the Maſter 
w1ll have his buſineſs done, and that 
very proſperouſly ; he ſees nothing 
miſcarry under the hands of his Ser- 
vant, he hears no diſcontent nor 
contention in his Family, he ſees that 
his Servant is a good example and 
guide to his whole Houſhold ; in a 
word, he meets with nothing | to dif- 
pleaſe him when at home, nor 1s he 
diſturb'd by any ſuſpicions or fears 
when abroad; for he can as entirely 
confide in his Servant's Faith and Af- 
fection as in himſelf ; how will ſuch 
a man be ready like him, who 
bought Diogenes to run out into the 
Exchange 


Of Love. : 


Exchange and Market, to publiſh to 
the Woeld that a Guardian Angel is 
come into his Houſe 2 Without any 
Amplification of the matter, ſuch a 
Maſter, if he be not ſavage and inſo- 
lent as well as ſtupid, muſt confeſs 
that he enjoys a great bleſſing, that 
he cannot ſet too high a value' upon 
his Servant, and by conſequence, he 
1s in Honour and Juſtice bound not 
only to treat him with courteous 
words and kind looks, but to reward 
him too, and this cannot but tend to 
the honour and intereſt of the Ser- 
_ vant, which cannot but refledt advan- 

tagiouſly upon the Maſter, for to have 
good Servants, and to do well for 
'em, 1s, I think, in the opinion of ju- 
dicious men, no ſmall argument of a 
good and wiſe man : But to proceed, 
not only the credit and intereſt, but 
even the content and Religion of Fa- 
milies is highly concern in the love 
and Duty of Servants; for Love 1s the 
Parent of Unity and Peace, and it 
Nurſes up the Children it brings 
forth, it: maintains and preſerves the 
quiet which it procures, and in a Fa- 

| mily 
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mily where Charity and Content- 
ment reign, where order and peace 
dwell, how neceſflarily muſt Religion 
thrive and flouriſh? They will watch 
over and aſliſt one another, they will 
affectionately give,and meckly receive 
advice, they will riot want time for 
Religious Duties, nor a ſedate com- 
poſure of mind to make the beſt uſe 
of that time; no one's Prayers and 
Reading will be rendred uſeleſs 
through diſcontent and diſtraction : 
No one will be kept back from the 
Sacrament by confuſion of buſineſs, 
or diſturbance of mind : If all this be 
put together, I need not trouble you 
with many motives or inducements 
to this Duty of Love, for what grea- 
ter bleſſings can a Servant defire than 
thoſe are, which this gives him ? *Tis 
a help to him in the performance of 
his Duty, lightens the burden of his 
Service, it gives him the love of his 
Maſter and the Family , peace at 
home, credit and reputation abroad, 
both which are the moſt ſolid foun- 
dations of a Servant's intereſt imagi- 
nable, unleſs it be the favour of God E 
an 
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and this behaviour gives him a right 
claim to that too; for whatever 1s a 
work of Religion, as this indeed is, 
whatever procures men more OpPOr- 
tunities of grace, and whatever pre- 
pares and diſpoſes 'em for the beſt uſe 
of 'em, muſt needs very much pro- 
mote our Heavenly Intereſt , and 1 
have ſufficiently made it out, that 


- all theſe are the bleſſed fruits of this 


Duty. To all which F will add but 
one conſideration more to convince 
you of your obligation to 1t, which 
1s this, that you cannot without 
monſtrous ingratitude be guilty of the 
contrary : Do you think, that you 
owe no affection to your Maſter and 
Miſtreſs, who have receiv'd youinto 
their Houſe, repoſed a confidence 
and truſt in you, who are very fſoli- 
citous to inform and inſtruct you, : 
who not only bear long with your 
Tenorance, but wink at many other 
infhrmities 1n you, who provide for 


you in your health, andare tender of» 


you in your fickneſs, who are deſt- 
rous to oblige and encourage you, 
and rejoice when you behave your 

{Ives 


fits, 
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ſelves ſo as to deſerve it ? Is thereno- 
thing due to *em for their compalſi- 
on for your Souls, for their watch- 
fulneſs over your manners, for their 
care in providing for you ſpiritual 
as well as bodily food ? You cannot 
be guilty of hating or deſpiſing theſe 
who have deſerved ſo well of you, 


| nay you cannot be guilty of what is 


leſs, the not loving'em, but you mult 
be profligately ingrateful, you muſt 
be ſtupid and baſe to a der cree that 
bruitiih Creatures have never yet 
been guilty of ; For the Ox knows his 
Owner, and the Aſs his Maſter's Crib : 
Nay there 1s no beaſt of the Field, or 
of the Deſart fo fierce and ſalvage, 
but he has been tamed and obliged 
too by repeated courteſtes and beae- 


| ——_—_—_————— 
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A General Prayer relating tothe Du- 
ties of this Chapter. 


Holy and Fuſt God, I know that 
without Holineſs it 1s impoſſible 
for ine to pleaſe thee: here, or to enjoy 
thee hereafter ; I beſeech thee therefore, 
that my underſtanding may be ſo enlight- 
ened, my Conſcience convinced, and my 
whole Heart enflamed with the love of 
Holineſs, that I may be Holy in all man- 
ner of Converſation : Beget im me a moſt | 
tender and lively ſenſe of the great Du- 
ties of Obedience, Fuſtice and Charity | 
which I owe to my Maſter, that I go-| 
verning my ſelf by theſe in all my a#ti- 
ons, Fmay in my Station, advance the 
Honour of God, the Contentment and In-Þ 
tereſt of my Maſter, the Peace and Vie-ſ 
tue of the Family, and my own both 
Temporal and Eternal Happineſs. 1 
know, O Lord, that no atts of injuſtice | 
or unfaithfulneſs between Man and Man 
ſhall go unpuniſhd, I know that for 
theſe things ſake, the wrath of God ts 
reveal'd from Heaven, O what then 
muſt be my puniſhment, if I heap upon 
the 
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the guilt of injuſtice and ancharitableneſs 
many others, namely, of lngratrtude, 
Hnfanthfulneſs, Lying, Perjury. O pre- 
ſerve me therefore, O my God, from all 
falſhood and wrong ; and ſuffer me not 


| to forfeit thy favouy and deſtroy my Soul, 


for the ſake of thoſe things that periſh. 
O let me be fully convinced, that the 
ways of Righteouſneſs are ways of Plea- 
ſantneſs, and that all her paths are Pro- 
Jperity and Peace, that ſo I may delight 
my ſelf in the Law of my God, and may 


8 fnd comfort, and a bleſſing in the diſ- 


charge of my Duty : Teach me O Lord, 


| Humility and Obedience , Faith and 
| Truth, Care and Induſtry, Charity and 


Meekneſs, thats I may adorn the Do- 


| Etrine of God my Saviour, win others 0- 
. Þ ver to a love of Virtue, and after an 
"| humble and contented, tho laborions life 


here, may enter into Reſt and Glory . 
hereafter, through Jeſus Ghrift our Lord... 


Of Faithfalneſs. 


A Prayer for Obedience. 


= Ez 


\ Glorions and Eternal Lord God, 
who dwelleſt with thoſe who are 
of a meek and lowly Spirit, behold me, 
I beſeech thee, and pour into my Heart 
that Virtue of Humility, which 1s fo 
highly eſteemed by thee : O Lord, my 
Heart 7s too too apt to be filled with 
Pride and Vanity, O do thou convince 
me every day more and more of my own | 
wileneſs and worthleſueſs, that I may be | 
preſerved from ſelf-conceit and wilful- 
neſs ; O giveme Grace often to conſider 
the Humility of my Lord and Sawour, 
that 1 may learn of him, and obtain the 
peace which flows from a meek Spirit 
and Humble Obedtence. Aud O my God, 
becanſe I am to give an account to thee, | 
who art the ſearcher of the Heart, aud | 
the tryer of the Rems, the Fudge of my | 
moſt ſecret Thoughts, as well as my moſt 
ſecret Afions, teach me therefore to do 
my Duty chearfully and in ſingleneſs of 
Heart ; make me to abominate all Lying 
ſhifts andpretences, as well as all proud 
wilfulneſs and ſluggiſhneſs. Make me 


careful | 
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careful to learn myDuty, ſincere in the per- 
formance of it, patient under reproof, and 
diligent in reforming whatever is amiſs ; 
i thus, O my God, whilſt every part of 
l my Duty towards Man, ſhall prove ai 


= mſtance of my Obedience towards thee, 
OY I ſhall enjoy the peace of a good Conſet- 


ff £2* and the hopes of an Eternal Re- 
| ward : Hearme and anſwer me, O Lord, 

wy for thy Merctes ſake, and thy Son Fe- 

ſus Chriſts Sake. | 


ful- A Prayer for Faithfulneſs. 


"_y God thou God of Truth, Right 
and uſt art thou, and there is 
—_l 8 miuyuity with thee, fill my Heart, I 
* | beſeech thee with the love of Truth and 
Faithfulneſs, make me true in all my 
- | words, and upright im all my deeds : O 
ws S teach meto take heed to my ways, that I 
w- offend not with my Tongue ;, teach me to 
Of keep my Mouth, as it were, with a Bri- 
Ki dle, while the ungodly are in my ſight : 
, O make me to abhor the ſin of Unfaith- 
Ry fulneſs, and let no ſach cleave unto me. 


. K 3 #; Xs 
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Let no ſlander or detrattion, no miſchue- 
vous aecujations proceed out of my 
Mouth, nor ſuffer me ever to ſtretch 
forth my hand to iniquity : O let me not 
fall through Covetouſueſs or Diſiruſt in 
God, and let me never commit znjuſtice 
to maintain my Pride or Riot,or Iadleneſs, 
adding ſin to fin : If ſruners entice me, 
ſuffer me not to conſent to 'em, permit me 
not to have any Fellowſhip with the Un- 
fruitful Works of Darkneſs, but give me 
courage and diſcretion to reprove *em, Þ 
that ſo my Righteonſneſs may be as the | 
IVoon-day, and thou mayeſt make me to 
proſper in the Land, and I may at laſt | 
obtain the Bleſſing, Well done good 
and faithful Cvant, enter thou into 
thy Maſters Joy, p Ray Amen, = 


ſed Jeſus, 


A Prayer for Love. 


Thou God who art Love, give me 
thy Grace, that I may practiſe 
more abundantly that Charity which 1 
ore all Mankz ind, towards thoſe of the 


fame 


"2 
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ſame Family : grveme a grateful ſenſe 
of the benefits which I enjoy under this 
Roof, of the . care and kindneſs of my 
Maſter towards me in providing for me, 
both ſpiritual and bodily Food, that ſo 1 
may make returns to him 1n the Fruit of 
Love, Obedience and Faithfulneſs ; 
Lord let his intereſt aud his honour, let 
his quiet and content be dear to me as my 
own, that I may not ouly ſerve him with 
Fuſtice, but Zeal too. And O my God, 
diffuſe the gift of Charity through the 


| Hearts of this whole Family, that we 
may all live in Godly love and peace to- 
* gether, that our Prayers be not hindred, 


nor we kept back from thy Holy Table, or 
approach it unworthily: But that we all 
enjoy thee our God in the beauty of Holi- 
neſs, enjoy one another in the beauty of 
Charity, andeujoy thoſe Temporal Bleſ- 


| ſngs which thou haſt richly beſtow'd upon 


us in the beauty of order and virtue, and 
and all things may finally and uniformly 
tend to thy Glory, and our Comfort, 


through Feſus Chriſt our Lord. 
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Of the Duty of Servants. $ 1/t. Towards 
their Maſters Ghildren, conſiſting of 
Aﬀettion, dune ReſpeEt, Gare of their 
Morals, Care of their Honour and 
Care of their Intereſt. $ 2dly. To- 
wards Sojourners. $ 3dly. Towards 
SU Angers. 


\ , / Hatever it be that Servants 
' owe the Children of the Fa- 
mily, *tis only the reſult of that Du- 
ty which they owe their Maſter : 
Children are ( as it were) parts of 
their Parents, their Blood and Birth 
g1ves em a juſt claim, as to the care 
ar:d love of their Parents, fo toa pro- 
per ſhare of th' Aﬀection and Service, 
and all other advantages of the Fami- 
Iy. F:r/}. Therefore a Servant owes 
the Children of his Maſter a ſincere 
Aﬀecion, which will cafily be gran- 
ted, 1tit be but contider'd, that "tis 
impoii:ble for a Servant to bear Faith 
and Love to his Maſter, and bave 
neither for his Children ; for Chil- 
| dren 


| the Children of the Famil y. 


dren are the deareſt intereſt and moſt 
valuable Treaſure of their Parents ; 
Children are the joys and hopes of 
their Fathers, they double the plea- 
ſure of his proſperity by being ſha- 
rers in it, and eaſe the toil of his la- 
bours by being the Heirs of 'em. How 
therefore can any one pretend to love 
his Maſter, who hates or defpiſes what 
is deareſt to him 2 Now this afte&tion 
of the Servant muſt expreſs it {elf to- 


wards his Maſters Children. 1/t. In 


a due Reſpe&. 24lz. In his care for 
their Morals. 3d4ly. In a fincere Zeal 


for their Honour ; 
Intereſt. 

I/t. In Reſpe&. This their birth Due Re- 
Challenges _ {19ht or neglect 'Þ<8- 


and 4dly. For their 


offer'd the Children by a Servant, is 
ſome diminution of the Reverence 
which he owes his Maſter, for the 
Father muſt needs ſuffer ir thecon- 
tempt of the < SON 3 and yet this _ 
ſpect ought to be wiſeiy rezulated:# 

as it ought not to beſo fight 20 > 
reflect any diſadvantage on tho other, 
fo on the other hand, it ought to 
be ſo moderated and temper d, that 
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Of the Duty of Servants. $ 1/t. Towards 
their Maſters Children, conſiſting of 
Aﬀettion, dune ReſpeEt, Gare of their 
Morals, Gare of their Honony and 
Care of their Intereſt. $ 2dly. To- 
wards Sojourners. $ 3dly. Towards 
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\ / Hatever it be that Servants 

'_ owe the Children of the Fa- 
mily, tis only the reſult of that Du- 
ty which they owe their Maſter : 
Children are ( as it were) parts of 
their Parents, their Blood and Birth 
g1ves 'em a juſt claim, as to the care 
ard love of their Parents, ſo toa pro- 
per ſhare of th Aﬀe&tion and Service, 
and all other advantages of the Fami- 
iy. F:r/7, Therefore a Servant owes 
the Children of his Maſter a ſincere 
Aﬀe&ion, which will cafily be gran- 
ted, 1fit be but cont:der'd, that tis 
impoii:ble for a Servant to bear Faith 
and Love to his Maſter, and bave 
neither ior his Children; for Chil- 
dren 


”_ 
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dren are the deareſt intereſt and moſt 
valuable Treaſure of their Parents ; 
Children are the joys and hopes of 
their Fathers, they double the plea- 

ſure of his proſperity by being ſha- 

rers in it, and eaſe the toil of his la- 
bours by being the Heirs of 'em. How 
therefore can any one pretend to love 
his Maſter, who hates or deſpifes what 

is deareſt to him 2 Now this affe&tion 

of the Servant muſt expreſs it ſelf to- 

wards his Maſters Children. 1/f. In 
a due Reſpect. 24lz. In his care for 

their Morals. 3dly. In a {incere Zeal 

for their Honour ; and 4dly. For their 

Intereſt. 

T/t. In Refpe&t. This their birth pue Re- 
Challenges every ſlight or neglect !pc8- 
offer'd the Children by a Servant, 1s 
ſome diminution of the Reverence 
which he owes his Maſter, for the 
Father muſt needs ſufter ir thecon- 
tempt of the Son ; and yet this Re- 
ſpect ought to be. wiſely rezulated:for 
as it ought not to beſo {light as to 
reflect any diſadvantage on the other, 
ſo on the other hand, 1t ought to 
be ſo modgerated and temper'd, that 
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Care for 
their Mo- 


the Son be not to ſoon ſet up for a 
young Maſter, and ſo ſfoothed and 
fooled into Prideand Vanity,and the 
Father forfeit his Authority by de- 
riving too much of it upon his Son ; 
for a fooliſh Child 1s too too apt to 
aſſume and forget himſelf, and take 
as his due what he poſſeſſes but of 
Courteſy, I mean of his Father ; and 
a fooliſh Servant is too apt to for- 
get his Reverence to his old Maſter 
out of Complement to his young 
one. 

2dly. Servants muſt expreſs their 
Aﬀection to their Maſters Children 
by a tender Care for their Morals, 
I do not mean, that they ſhould be 
Spies upon their Faults, but Mini- 
ſters and Aſſiſtants to their Virtues ; 
This your Aid is to be afforded 


" according to the Age and Capacity 


of the Children , they may inſti} 
into 'em early Inſtruction, in their 
green years; they may ſuggeſt 
to'em their Duty,and excite and per- 
ſwade 'em to it, asthey grow up to 
Eſtate of Reaſon ; and all along they 
muſt take care, that they beno ex- 

ample 
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' ample of any Vice to them ; neither 


of frowardneſs, nor lying, nor diſo- 
bedience to thoſe of Tender Years; 
nor of Riot, Intemperance, Idleneſs, 
Pride, Prodigality and W1lfulneſs 
to thoſe of Riper; for all are much 
apter to imitate Vice than Virtue : 
But in ſtead of performing this ex- 
cellent Service to their Maſter, it 
often happens that ſome Servants are 
the Corrupters of their Children's 
Youth ; they miſlead 'em by their 
Examples, and prompt and inſtigate 
'em to Sin both by word and deed ; 
They fawn and flatter 'em into Ar- 
rogance and Self-conceipt, they not 
only conceal , but applaud ther 
Errours, they inſtruct 'em how to 
play the looſe Gallant, and the diſo- 
bedient Child, and are in a word 
ever ready to adviſe 'em not what 1s 
conſonant to their good, but to their 
humour and fancy. But you will 
ask me, how ſhall a Servant acquir 
himſelf, if his Maſters Child ſhould 


take ill courſes. What ſhall he dp? 


If he oppoſe and reſiſt the Child 
what in him lies in the Progrels of 


his 
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his Sin, he incurs his hatred ; if 
he favour himin it, andaid him by 
ſecrecy and ſhelter, or any other way, 
he is unfaithful to his Maſter : there 
is no upright man who meaſures his 
Obligation to a Duty by the Event 
and Succeſs of it ; every man that 
will have a peaceful Conſcience, 
muſt do what becomes him, and 
leave the Iflue of it to God, but how- 
ever, he muſt do itwithall the diſ- . 
cretion he can too, and his Duty 
will direct him here how to perform 
another Duty which ſeems harſh 
and hazardous; for Inſtance, in 
this Caſe Charity to the Son 
will ſo regulate the Servants Faith to 
his Maſter, that he ſhall not only 
do his Duty, but do it with true 
diſcretion : Thus Charity will di- 
rect him, F:r/t as to the nature of the 
Childs offence, that he is not to take 
notice of little frailties, and inconf1- 
derable defects, much leſs to com- 
plain of 'em to his Parents; for this 
were, if not a peeviſh malignity 
of Spirit, yet at leaſt, a buſte and 
oftcious piece of Impertinence not 
without 
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without ſome mixture of defect of 
Charity, but ſuch matters wherein 
the Virtue, the Honour, the Health, 
the Intereſt of the Child, and conſe- 
quently the happineſs and comfort 
of the Parent is concern'd, deſerve 
the Servants Care and Faith : but 
Secondly in Errours of this nature, 
Charity will teach him to diſtin- 
guiſh between a {lip or fall, and a ſet- 
led depravity of mind, or. Vicious 
habit in the Child, ſo that, as he 
will not complain at all, of little and 
trifling Errours, ſo neither will he 
too ſoon of greater : and in the 
laſt- place when he ſhall be convin- 
ced of the Indiſpenſible Neceflity of 
making known the fault of a Child, 
Charity will teach him, that he 
ſhould proceed in this with all ima- 
ginable mildneſs, not aggravating 
or amplifying the Crime, and that 
he ſhould uſe all imaginable Caution 
both to prevent any miſchievous 
effect of ſuch diſcovery, and to 
ſecure as much as in him lies, the 
good ſucceſs of it. And here Cha- 
rity ſeems to me to point out the 
way 
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way to this, and to tell you that 
FE:rſt you are to try what you can 
effect your ſelf by a modeſt humble 
& affectionate Repreſentation to your 
young Maſter of the fin and hazard 
wherein he is engaged;for if this may. 
prevail, it were not fo Charitable to 
bring him into peril of his Fathers 
diſpleaſure or diieſteem ; but if this 
fort to no good end, you cannot be 
bound by Faith and Secrecy to your 
Young Maſter to betray your Faith 
and Duty to your Old, for this 1s 1n 
effect but to betray both : You 
muſt therefore either make known 
the Son's 11] Courſes to his Father, or 
if there be apparent Reaſons toap- 
prehend no good effects of this way, 
but rather 1ll ones for want of a well 
poiz'd judgment, or tolerable temper 
in the Father you muſt then put the 
buſineſs into the hands of ſome faith- 
full and diſcreet Friend, whoſe Au- 
thority and good nature may ſo far 
mitigate the Violent Choler, and 
ſweeten the Implacable temper of 
the Father, that the Son's Virtue 
may be repaired without the Ruin 


of 
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at 


ofhis Fortune. I have in this Advice 
in{inuated, that as a Servant ought 
not to be peeviſh and impertinent 
in complaining of trifling faults, ſo 
neither ought he to be too forward 
in revealing greater, much leſs 
ought he to exaggerate and exul- 
cerate the - Crime : but my mean- 
ing 1s not, that his Information 
ſhould want any one grain or ſcru- 
ple of truth neceſlary to give the 
Friend or Father a right notion of 
the offence, nor yet that he ſhould 
delay the diſcovery of a fault, 
where the concealment breeds Dan- 
ger, but if he cannot truſt his own 
Judgment in this point, and the 
Iſſue of his delay ſeem doubtful to 
him, he muſt then conſult ſome 
body elſe, whoſe Judgment he may 
better relie upon, and whoſe affec- 
tion both to Father and Son, he 
can be very confident of. The Ser- 
vant who behaves himſelf thus in 
this caſe, acquits himſelf. with a 
good Conſcience towards God and 
Man, he doth Both very confidera- 
ble ſervice, for there can be nothing 

more 
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more acceptable to , ) God, than the 
converting Aa ſinner from his evik 
way, nor to a Father, than the Pre- 
ſervation of a Child juſt on the 
brink of miſery, nor indeed to the 
Son, than the reſtoring him to his 
Virtue, & the preſerving to him that 
Honour and Fortune which were 
both ready to ſuffer wreck: So that 
this Servant will hereby procure to 
himſelf the everlaſting good-will 
of his Maſter and Child, the Peace 
of his own mind, and the Bleflingand 


20, Favour of God. * He that converteth 


a ſruner from the Errour of his way, 
ſhall ſave a Soul from Death, and ſhall 
hide a multitude of fins. Nor 1s he 
far remote from that blefled reward 
mention'd Danzel 12. 3. They that be 
wiſe ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of the 
Firmament, and they that turn many 
to Righteouſneſs ; as the Stars for ever 
and ever. Whereas on the other 
{11de, that Servant who either cor- 
rupts his Maſters Children, or at- 
fards:'em his Aid and Affiſtance, his 
Shelter and Secrecy in their Vicious 
Courſes, betrays Man, fallihes his 

Faith 
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God ; he doth the drudgery of his 
Maſter the Devil, who imploys 
all his Slaves. in propagating in, 
and ſhall certainly one day receive 


the wages of his wickedneſs, even 


that Death which is denounced a- 
oainſt men of the moſt abominable 


Character; men * who not only do the * rom. r. 
worſt of things themſelves, bat alſo 3% 


have pleaſure 1mm them that do 'em. 

I have faid enough to convince 
the Servant that he is to be careful 
of the Morals of his Maſters Chil- 
dren, but: there are two Virtues 
which he ought to have more eſpe- 
cial care of, being thoſe two which 
every Child ſhould be eminent in, 
which are in ſome ſort the Founda- 
tion and Guard of all the reſt, name- 


| ly, a filial and dutiful Love of his 


Parents, and hearty affection to his 


| Brethren 3 the Servant therefore, if 


there happen any breach or inter- 
ruption of this mutual and Reciprocal 
Kindneſs between 'Father and | Son, 
or Brethren, muſt. do all that ft 
can to repair it and \make .1tp-: 
But 


Faith, not only to his Maſter, but his 
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But at leaſtwiſe if he cannot cloſe, 
he muſt not widen the Breach ; 
* Math. s. Peace;makers are bleſſed,and ſhall be cal- 
led the Children of God. But they 
who ſow ſtrife and contention, are 
the Children of their Father the 
Devil ; 'tis the Villanous Practice of 
ſome Servants to enkindle Emulation 
and Strife amongtt Brethren, and 
to take a fide and party, when they 
have created a Faction to over- 
value one Child to the diſparage- 
ment of the reſt, and ſometimes to 
fill their Ears with Lyes and Tales, 
that they may alienate their Minds 

from their Brethren : And ſome- 
times the very ſame method is made | 
uſe of to. withdraw 'em from the 
Love and Duty which - they owe 
their Parents, by poſſefling 'em of the 
partiality of the Father and Mother, 
amplifying their kindneſs towards 
-one even to fondneſs and dotage,and 
aggravating their unkindneſs to ano- 
ther even to coldneſs & hatred : One 
while they willnot ſtick to infinuate 
the peeviſhneſs or jealoutte of a Pa- 
rent, another while they will mag- 
| niff 
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- nify the Fortune of the young Heir, 


they will provoke him by laying be- 
fore him the Liberty and Fineneſs 
of this or that Young Gentleman 


who 1s of a meaner Fortune than he, 
_ they will impute the ftridtneſs and 


care of Parents to the Niggardlineſs 
of their Temper, the narrownelſs 
and Antiqueneſs of their Education, 
or to the natural Auſterity of old 
age, and thus they delude and be- 
tray the filly and unexperienced 
youth, and make him ceaſe to be a 
Child to his Father, that he may be 
aſlave to his Servant. Now I would 


earneſtly intreat Servants to lay 


this fadly to heart, that theſe and 
fuch like Practices are an abomina- 
tion to God, that the more ſucceſsful 
they are in 'em, the more fatal they'l 
prove to 'em, for 1t they be not chaſ- 


'tisd in this world, they will be 


damn'd for 'em 1n another. Amongft 
thoſe things which Solomon tells us, 
the Lord hates, and are an abomina- 
tion to him, you will meet a Lying 
Tongue, Prov. 6.17. and verſe 19. A 
falſe witneſs that ſpeakgth Lyes, and 


Ls ' him 
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him that ſoweth diſcord among Brethren s 
Nor 1s it to be wondredat that God 
ſhould abominate ſuch a finas this is, 
tor the miſchiefs that very commonly 
enſue upon ſuch diviſions and animo- 
{ifies between Brethren, or between 
Parents and Children; are not to be 
expreſſed : St. Fames tells us briefly, 
ch. 3. v.16. Where envying and ſtrife 
zs, there 15 confuſion and every evil work, 
And he certainly who alienates a 
Child from his Parent, thruſts him 
headlong into fin and Ruine, and 
creates the Parent inſufferable vexa- 
tion and diſcontent. But fſ:ppoſe 
God would nor exact an account of 
you for this ſin, what 1s it a Servant 
can propoſe to himſelf from all this 
miſchief? He may flatter himſelf with 
ſtrengthning his Intereſt, or railing 
his Fortune, but generally, it hap- 
pens quite otherwiſe, for that dear- 
neſs and Familiarity between a Child 
and Servant which is founded in the 
contempt of Faith and Truth on the 
one ſide, and natural afle&tion on 
the other, can never be firm and ftea- 
dy, any little accident willundo all ; 
| Nature 
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Nature in the Child will return to 
it's bent, ſomelittle Obligation paſt 
upon him, or wholeſom advice in- 
ſinuated in a fit ſeaſon will awaken 
his natural afte&tion, and then he 
make no ſcurple to redeem his Er- 
rour towards this Father or his Bro- 
ther by the diſcovery, that 1s, the 
Ruine of a pertidious Servant. But 
ſuppoſe this Combination or Confpi- 
racy ſhould hold ſome time, how 
can a Servant rationally expecta 
conſtant Friendſhip from him who 
upon very flight and trifling' pre- 
tences could be divided from his Fa- 
ther and his Brethren, and tempted 
to forget the Duty he owed the 
one, and the affe&tion he owed the 
other. 

I have ſpoken of the main care of 
the Servant: towards the Children 
of his Maſter, namely, his care to 
{ſecure their good Morals ; he that 
negle&ts this, or what 1s worſe, 
miniſters to the corrupting of Chil- 
dren, 1s guilty of the moſt fatal un- 
faithfulneſs to his Maſter : for he 
who betraies the Virtue of the Son, 

L3 dettroys 
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deſtroys the happineſs of the Father : 

Þut he that performs this,performs a 

ſervice that can never be ſufficiently 
rewarded, not only, becauſe a Child 

is the greateſt Bleſſing of a Father, 

and Virtue the greateſt Bleſſing of 

the Child, but alſo: becauſe he has 

hereby laid the beſt Foundation of 

Cirefor the Child's, Honour and intereſt, 
mer”: Which puts me in mind of another 
Incereſt. . care a Servant 150blig d to, namely, 
for the Honour and Intereſt of his 
Maſter's Children ; whereever you 

can advance theſe, you areto refuſe 

no pains, no hazard : The leaſt you 

can do, 1s to conceal Therr defects, or 

excuſe 'em, to lay hold on every 
opportunity to ſpeak honourably of 

what 1s Virtuous and praiſe-worthy | 

in 'em, to increaſe the number of 

their Friends, and to be wanting 
neither in advice nor travail to pro- 

mote their Intereſt:Nothing therefore 

can be more repugnant to this Duty 

in a Servant, than to entertain their 
acquaintance with ſpiteful ſtories 

of the ſillineſs or viciouſnels of their 
Maſter's Children, or to raiſe a ul- 

pit1on 
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pition of faults in 'em, where there 
are none apparent, or to lefſenby any 


_ ſuggettion whatever, the eſteem of 


their Virtue, Partsor Perſon, or the 
Credit and Reputation of their E- 
ſtates ; but of all the miſchiefs, a Ser- 
vant 1s capable of doing his Ma- 
ſter's Son, there is nonel think grea- 
ter than the aſſiſting him in a con- 


The Ser- 
vant mnft 


ceal'd Courtſhip, or aiding him _1n more the 


carrying on a Marriage without the 


trary to the will of his Father; all 
the reſt ſeem to be but ſingle ſins, 


but this is a complication of all miſ- 


chiefs together, the Child's Virtue, 
Honour and Intereſt, are all betrayed 
at once ; whereas other inſtances of 
negligence or unfaithfulneſs did ha- 
zard 'em but ſingle and alone, 'othe' 
miſchiefs are capable of a Reparatio' 
but this very ſeldom, if ever: ACh: 
may be recover d to the Duty ? 
Virtue which he had forſaken, it 
may be reſtor'd to the favour c P15 
Father, and the intereſt he he for- 
feited, the Honour which he-oft DY 
any ſingle fault may be repaired DY 
L 4 the 


ſecret Mar- 
. riage ofthe 
knowledge, or what 1s worſe, con- Child. 
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the Merit and fervice of his following 
actions,but this, anunhappy Marriage 
ſticks faſt like Hercules his poiſon'd 
ſhirt, he may tear away his fleſh, 
but not the evil: Not.to aggravate 
the matter, tis a miſchief very ſel- 
dom retriev'd, and no wonder, for 
down what a precipice muſt a raw 
Youth tumble that renounces, F:r/t 
his reaſon, then his Duty, that quits 
the Government .of his Father, and 
the conduct of God, that fells his 
Inheritance, his Father's, and God's 
blefling, to gratifte a diſhonourable 
affection, or it may be a Phantaſtick 
Paſſion, or it may be, ſomething 
worſe than both, a diſhonourable 
uſt: What Bridewell, nay what 
1bbet doth not that Servant deſerve, 
ut aids the poor Creature thus to 
Uo himſelf, nay it may be, not him- 
1ennly, but his Father and his whole 
Fasly too? | 
| $.T paſs onnow to the Duty of 
SerVats towards YOJouUrners. SOjour- 
ners, ho' they arenot natural branch- 


wards $9. ES Sth, Children, yet ſeem they to 


e graft& into the ſame ſtock, and to 
conſtitute 
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conſtitute one Family with them, and 
therefore they have in their Place a 
Right to their proportion of all the 
advantages of the Family ; they have 
intheir degree aclaim to the love and 
care of the Maſter, to the. Brotherly 
Afﬀection of the Children, and to the 
Reſpect and Duty of the Servants : 
I need not therefore repeat here all 
the Duties of the Servant, which are 
all of 'em in their time, : place and 
degree, due to theſe whom the Ma- 
ſter hath Adopted into his Family, 


and made members of that body, 


whereof he 1s the Head, fo that tis 


| 1mpoſiible, that the Servant: can 


wrong them, but that the injury muſt 
reflect and rebound on the Maſter. 
'Tis true, there 1s great variety inthe 
caſe and circumſtance of Sojourners, 
and by conſequence in the Duty of 
Servants towards them, ſo that 'tis 
hard to fix a conſtant and general 
Rule by which it may be meaſurd 
and regulated; unleſs I ſhould fay, 
that ſince whatever degree of Duty 
1s owing 'em, ſprings from their U- 
nion to the Family, and Relation- ta 
the 
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the Maſter of it, therefore the Service 
and Reſpect towards them is to be 
proportion'd to the degrees of that 
Umon which is between them, and 
the other Members of the Family, and 
the dearneſs and tie thereis, or ought 
= be between them and the Maſter 
of it. Co . 

This Rule I think will generally 
hold good, or at leaſtwiſe, a very lit- 
tle diſcretion will inform any Servant, 
what variation muſt be- obſerv'd in 
this point : But here to compleat the 


_ Servants Inſtruction, I muſt put you 


in mind of two Rules more. E:r/t, That 
you muſt avoid all occaſions of difte- 
rence between you and the Servants 
of Sojourners, contending rather in 
courteſie to eaſe and aſſiſt *em, than 
putting off, what is your buſineſs and 
Duty, orany part of it upon them 3 
and you muſt abhor to be any way 
inſtrumental to breed miſunderftand- 
ing between Sojourners and your 
Maſter, for this is the unkindeſt Of- 
fice you. can do both. Secondly, You 
muſt never go about to endear your 
{elves to Sojourners by any Unfaith- 
fulneſs 
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fulneſs to your Maſter, that is, by 
entertaining 'em with the faults or 
ſecrets of the Family, or by prefer- 
ring their Honour or Intereſt, or Hu- 
mour before your Maſters : For in all 
this, you are ungrateful and unjuſt, 
and will finally forfeit that eſteem 
which you endeavour thus to raiſe : 
For how can thoſe which you careſs 
at this rate, believe that you'l be kin- 
der and truſtier to Strangers, than you 
have been to thoſe, to whom by the 
Law of God and Nature, you owe 
Obedience, Faithfulneſs and Love ? 

$ 3. Beſides theſe Boarders, there Servants 
are others, which tho' they are not of Dy 0 


d 
the Family, may be con{ider'd as ha- Serangers 
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ving ſome Relation to it, ſuch are Vi- 
ſitants, Gueſts, Strangers z now. the 
Rule Servants are to obſerve here, 
are ſuch as concern diſcretion and 
good manners; in the Fr/t place, 
courteſie, civility and reſpect to- 
wards all, isan indiſpenſible Duty of 
every Servant, and reflects an Ho- 
nour on the Government of the Ma- 
ſter, and the breeding of the Family ; 
but asto thedegrees of theſe, a dif- 
| creet 
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creet Servant ſhould behave himſelf 
as ifhe were acted and inſpird by his 
Maſters Soul, and moved by his af- 
fections, ſhewing an extraordinary 
chearfulneſs and even zeal to ſerve 
thoſe the Maſter calls his Friends, 
civility towards his Acquaintance, 
& coldnelſs, tho' not rudeneſs, towards 
Intruders, and downright Avertion 
towards ſuchas the Maſter looks up- 
on as dangerous hangers on, Spies, 
Paraſites, Suckers, and ſuch like 
which are to a Houſe ; what Moths 
are toa Garment, they ſtain the Ho- 
nour and conſume the ſubſtance of 
it. Secondly. Tis a piece of juſtice to 
Tight ſuch as are ces to your 
Maſter, and to convey to him the 
knowledge of all either kind expreſ- 
tons, courteous or generous actions, 
which are deſfign'd on purpoſe to paſs 
an Obligation on the Maſter, and fo 
it 1s torepreſent any Errand or buft- 
- neſs truly and ſeaſonably to him, the 
neglect of which 1snot only a difcour- 
teous contempt of the Stranger, but 
alſo Unfaithfulneſs, and an affront to 
the Maſter : But yet as to neglect an 
Errand 
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Errand or buſineſs you charge your 
ſelves with, is unjuſt and diſcourte- 
ous, ſo to obtrude your ſelves upon 
the affairs of Strangers, or to lie in 
wait for the ſecrets of your Maſter 
or his Friends, is inſolence and immo- 
deſty, and as great a folly as rude- 
neſs, and commonly unfaithfulneſs 
is join'd with this, and the Servant 
who takes pains to diſcover, doth ge- 
nerally take as much to vent a ſecret, 
and all finally tendsas much to their 
own diſgrace as their Maſters diſquiet. 

There is but one thing more that 


I would mind you of on this occaſi- | 


on, and that 1s, your behaviour up- 
on a day of any Solemn Entertain- 
ment. Your Maſters and your own 
credit, as well as the fatisfaction of 
his Gueſts are nearly concern'd 1n it, 
the decency of your attire, the dilt- 
gence and cheartulneſs of your atten- 


dance, the order and filence of the 


whole management, being not only 
one of the faireſt Ornaments of the 
Entertainment, but alſo a good mark 
of your breeding, and of your Maſters 
prudence and good Government as 


well 
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well as an addition to the ſatisfaction 
of all entertain'd by him : But above 
all, nothing favouring of rudeneſs, 
immodeſty, exceſs,or any other 1mmo- 
rality, muſt be practiſed by you that 
day : For this muſt neceſſarily bring 
you and the Diſcipline of the Family 
into contempt, nothing being a more 
certain ſymptom of Folly or Looſneſs, 
or Poverty, or at leaſt Meanneſs than 
this 1s. 


_ — 


mt OY 


————. 


A Prayer anſwering the End and 
Dehign of this Chapter. 


\ Holy God onr great Creator, who 
doſt delight to be remembred by 


us inthe days of our Youth, aſſiſt me with 
thy grace that I may both worſhip thee 
fncerely and devoutly my ſelf, and may 
alſo be inſtrumental both by my example 
and diſcourſe to move others to do ſo; par- 
ticularly as to the Children of this Fami- 
mily, I beſeech thee, that thou would 
give me a tenderneſs for their Souls, that 
1 may, as far as lies im me, promote 11 

| them 
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them the knowledge and love of thy truth, 
and the fear of thy name : But O never 
ſuffer me to be any example or occaſion of 
fin to 'em, that I bring not upon my own 
Soul the guilt of therr ruin, my Maſters 
trouble,and thy diſhonour. Poſſeſs me with 
ſuch an affeftion for 'em, as may expreſs 
zt ſelf in a due reſpett, and hearty care 
for thery true good. And O thou God of 
Peace and lover of Goncord, make me 
always ſtudy how to advance Love and 
Unity amongſt Brethren, and to ſow the 
ſeeds of peace and mutual affe&tion a- 
mongſt all the Members of this Family, 
that I may not only eſcape the Gurſes 
which attend Lying and deceitful Lips, 
and all the Authors of ſtrife and conten- 
tron, but alſo may becalled the Child of 
God, and mherit the bleſſing of the 
Peace-makers Finally O Lord, Tbeſeech 
thee, the God of Order, and the Author 
of Wiſdom, that thou would'ſt give me 
prudence and diſcretion, that I may be- 
have my ſelf towards all with that Truth, 
Modeſty and Reſpett that becomes me in 
my Station : I defire, O Lord, to take 
heed unto my way according to thy word. 
O let thy word be a Laght tomy Feet and 
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a Lanthorn to my path, and let Truth 
and Faithfulueſs never depart from me 
all the days of my Life. Amen, Lord Fe- 
ſas, Sobe it. 


—_— 


CHAP. IV. 


Of the Servants Duty towards his Þel- 
low-Servants, conſiſting 1n Juſtice, 
Charity, Concord, Mutual Affiſt- 
ance : The Grounds of Diſcord be- 
tween Servants. 


HE Duties which Servants owe 
' one another, are the very ſame 
with thoſe which all Mankind are 
mutually oblig'd to, that is, Faftice 
and Gharity, only their nearer Relat1- 
on to oneanother ties this Obligation 
faſter upon them, . by adding new 
motivesand incitements to theſe Du- 


root ties. Thus. . Er/t for Fuſtice, they are 
tween Ser- Oblig'd toit towards one another un- 


rants der painof Damnation, and by the 


hopes of Salvation, as all other men 
are. But then, they muſt further 
con{1der, 
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conſider, that they are bound to it 
not only as Chriſtians, but as Fel- 
low-Servants, in which Relation, the 
more indiſpenſible neceſſity of Juſtice 
increaſes their Obligation to it, and 
renders the Tranſgreſſion of it more 
unpardonable. Fellow-Servants are 
ſo neceſſarily expoſed to the injuries 
of one another, and thoſe daily one's 
too, that their life would be intole- 
rable, without a ſtrict obſervance of 
Zuſiice, I need fay nothing of the in- 
juſtice of pilfering and ſtealing, eve- 
ry one being watchful enough to ſe- 
Cure his own; but there are other 
ſorts of injuſtice, to which Servants 
are more prone, and againſt which 
they areleſs able to defend themſelves, 
ſuch are for inſtance, Lazineſs in one, 
Inſolence in another, and Lying in a 
third ; the ſluggiſh Servant ſhifts the 
burden off himſelf , and this muſt 
lie lomewhere ; now this 1s the high- 
eſt injuſtice, for 'tis to eaſe one's own 
trouble by increaſing anothers. A ſe- 
cond error to which Servants are 
prone, 1s Inſolence; there are no Ma- 
ſters ſo tyrannical and domineering 
as 
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as is one Servant over another ; and 
this is commonly the uſe a difingent- 
ous Servant makes of that Authority, 
which the favour or truſt of the Ma- 
Ker confers upon him, namely, to op- 
preſs, inſult over, and deſpiſe his Fel- 
tow-Servants:; methinks it ſhould 
now be dithcult to convince any of 
you of the injuſtice of this behaviour; 
for how can any one of you be ſo 
ſtupid as to think that behaviour juſt 
in him towards his Fellow-Servants 
which he would think, were not to 
be enduredin his Maſter towards him- 
ſelf > belides, I cannot tell whether 
the folly of this carriage be not grea- 
ter than the injuſtice, not only, be- 
cauſe ſuch a Servant forgetting his 
own quality,upbraids himſelf, whilſt 
he inſults over his Fellow-Servants, 
and renders the worſt uſage his Ma- | 
fter and Miſtreſs can treat him with, 
juſt and reaſonable, for he has no rea- 
ſon to complain of his Superiors for 
that ufage, which he is guilty of to- 
wards his Equals; but beſides this, 
{ſuch a Servant muſt expect to be un- 
dermined at home, and moſt cer- 

tainly 
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tainly defamed abroad; and whitn a- 


. ny ill accident befalls him, or leſſens 


his intereſt - in his Maſter, he muſt 
expect thejuſt return of his inſolence 
in contempt and hatred. I would have 
ſuch Servants as theſe, call to mind 
what our Saviour faith of that Ser- 
vant, who being by his Lord'made 
Ruler of his Houſhold, * Began to 
mite hrs Fellow-Serwants, and to eat and 
drink with the drunken : The Lord of 
that Servant ſhall cone in a day when hz 
looks not for him, and in an hour that he 
7s not ware of : And ſhall cut him aſun- 
der, and appornt him his Portion with 
the Hippoerites': There ſhall be weeping 
and gnaſhing of Teeth. Now, tho' you 
ſhould not eat and drink with the 
drunken, yet if you {mite your Fel- 
low-Servant, you ſhall have your 
ſhare of this puniſhment in propor- 
tion to your guilt, or if you do not 
{mite with the Hand, yet if you ſmite 
with the Tongue either by bitter and 
reviling Language, or by froward 
or malicious accuſations of your poor 
Fellow-Servants, to their Maſter or 


* Matth.24« 
49+ 59, Sls 


Miſtreſs, your guilt is much the 
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ſame ; he that doth the one, doth 


not want Pride or Uncharitableneſs 
enough to do the other, but is held 
in by ſome other motive than Juſtice 
or Charity. A Third ſort of Injuſtice 
incident to Servants, 1s belying one 
another, which whether it be by li- 
bellous diſcourſes abroad, or unwor- 
thy and baſe detraction in private at 
home, which 1s a common Artifice 
to make parties, and ſet one Servant 
againſt another : Or whether it be 
laſtly by fly infinuations or malicious 
accuſations to the Maſter, it matters 
little ; this is in each inſtance the 
fruit of a naughty and wicked Heart, 
* For out of the Heart proceed not only 
Murders, Adulteries, 8&c. but alſo e- 
vil Thoughts, falſe Witneſs, Blaſphe- 
mies; And theſe are the things which de- 


flea Man. "Tis ſtrange to obſerve, 


that if this ſin-were to be eſtimated . | 


by the practice of Servants, 'tis fo 
common, one would be tempted to 


think, it were no ſinat all : And yet 


ifit were to be eſtimated from the 
word of God, one would be tempted 
to think it were the greateſt of _ : 

oÞ 


FP fo fas £3 aa lo ao a aw as EE 5G 


ON 


between Servants. 


I'65 


for I do not know, whether there be 
any 1in againſt which more judg- 
ments, more curſes, are denounced,or 
which 1s- repreſented more deteſta- 
ble to God than Lying Lips, a Lying 


Tongue, a. ſpiteful and a malicious - 


Heart. There 1s indeed a fort of Ly- 


ing by way- of Recrimination and * 


Seltf-defence ,, -which is generally 
thought to have ſomething of exte- 


nuation in it, and ſomething indeed - 


it has, but fiot enough to excuſe it, 
for the beſt that can be*faid of it 1s 
this, it may fometimes have ſome- 
thing leſs of Maliceand habitual Ran- 


cour, but” it has never lefs*of falſe- 
hood and injuſtice, - and therefore, ' 


is vile and diſhonourable in the ſight 
of Man, and damnable in the fight 
of God. One lort of Injuſtice more, 


I muſt juſt touch upon, and that is. 


Envy; weak and baſe minds are ex- 
treamly ſubje&t to this, ſuch as are 
too{luggiſh to have any Merit, and 
too ſeif-conceited to ſee their want off 
it ; theſe, and theſe only are apt tobe 
envious, andſuch a one will count 
every excellence in his 'Fellow-Ser. 
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vant a diſparagement to himſelf,.and 
every favour vouchſafed another an 
injury to him: And this ſtirs him up 
to detra&t from anothers good Ser- 
vice, and to ſupplant anothers inter- 
eft by all imaginable Arts, which 


ſhews the hainouſneſs of this Crime 


conſiſting in the utmoſt contradiction 


to Juli and Charity, but this fin 


is ſo great a Plague and Torment to 
ones ſelf, that methinks, thereneeds 
few motives. to perſuade. men not to 
entertainit, orta get rid of it. Thus 
much I thoughtneceflary to ſpeak of 


this Duty of the Juſtice. of Servants. 
towards one another, and: were this 


well obſerv'd, this would lay a ſure 
Foundation, for, Charity, and this a- 
gain for Mutual Affiſtance and Con- 
cord ; fori if you would not wrong 


. one another either in word'or deed, 


all occaſions of debate and conten- 
tion would be cut off: It were very 
happy for you your ſelves, and for 
ybur Maſters and Miſtreſſes, if you 
could advance thus far, if you could 
come up to the pitch of honeſt Hea- 
thens, but this is not enough to 
T7 make 
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make you perfe& Chriſtians, there's 
ſomething more requir'd of you, 1f 
you'l be the Diſciples of our dear 
Lord and Maſter, than meerly not 
to do wrong. | I will proceed there- 
| foreto the ſecond Duty of Servants 

' towards one another, namely Chari- 
I; need not inſiſt on the neceſſity of 
this grace in general,you well enough 
know, you cannot be ſaved without 
it ; the ' heart that is void of love, is 


void of God, for:* God 7s Love; if 


you be deſtitute of Charity, youcan- 
not be' the Children of God, or the 
Diſciples of Chrift. * If 2 man ſay, I 
love God, and hateth his Brother, he 1s 
a Lyar. And our Saviour faith, hereby 
fhall F know that ye are my Diſciples, if 
ye love one another. This 1s an irreſiſti- 
ble motive to every one that believes 
and weighs it, but there are others 
whiclz being more peculiar to your 
ſtate, ought to prove ſtrong engage- 
ments te it; for inſtance,how uncom- 
fortable muſt ſtrife and hatred render 
your ſervice? it muſt needs be extreme- 
ly troubleſom to be condenur'd to the 
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Of Mutual Charity 


company and converſation of thoſe 
you cannot endure, nor will this only 
bereave you of the pleaſure you would 
take in one another, but of the aſſi- 
ſtance you would afford each other , if 
you did love as Brethren:nor 1s this all, 

your diſcontents do:generally rebound 
upon thoſe above you, and you grow 
by degrees as uneaſy and.unaccepta- 
ble to your Maſters and Miſtreſles; as 
you are to one another ; nay any. di1- 
creet man tho' he could brook the 
trouble of your quarrels: and difcon- 
tents, yet to deliver himſelt from the 
diſparagement 8 ſcandal of 'em, will 
judge himſelf obliged to diſcard all 
peeviſh 8 contentious Servants, what 
ever other good qualities they may 
have : And then another 1ll conſe- 
quence 1s, you loſe your good name, 
and lie under ſuch odious characters, 

that being caſt out of onehouſe, no 
other will receive you:for who can be 
fond of noiſe and miſchief ? This little, 
if it be ſeriouſly coniider'd,is ſufhcient 
to convince you of your obligation to 


Charity, and Brotherly affection to- 


wards one another, I will now go on 
; to 
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ned, that you.muſt love not 2 word, 
but: zn, deed and n truth; for Hypo- 
crifie and Diflimulation is as ſinful and 
miſchievous, and in common account 
at Jeaſt more odious and deſpicable, 
than profeſſed hatred or open conten- 
tion. Having premiſed this,I proceed; 
there are two wales by which you are 
to;,expreſs your;.. mutual Charity, 
Frft, by-the mutual aſſiſtance you are 
to afford each other. Secondly, by pre- 
ſerving conſtant. peace and. unity 
amonglt your ſelves. 1. If you be poſ- 
ſeſſed with-Charity.towards one an- 
other, it will ſhew it ſelf in the good 
turns ypu will do one another, in the 
aſhiſtance you will yield to each other, 
and here ſure, the Soul of your fellow- 
Servant deſerves your aid.in the firſt 
place, if he-be ignorant & unacquain- 
ted with Religion, and not only fo, 
but incapable thrgagh the meanneſs 
of. his-education #e4aform himſelf in 
it by reading, for if he be not 1gno- 
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rant, but what is worſe, viciouſly 
inclined, if he know God, but do not: 
fear nor glorifie him as he ought, you 
cannot do God or him a more emi- 
nent ſervice than by endeavour- 
ing to inſtrut and inform him; 
reading to him, and teaching him 
to read, or by endeaveuring to con- 
vince his Conſcience of his Duty, 
and to make him'ſenſible of the ne- 
ceſſity and happineſs of a Religious 
and holy life.Next ta the-1gnorance of 
Religion, and Immorality, a Servant's 
Ignorance in his buſineſs, requires 
your compaſſion and aid, and what 
help you afford him in this,is a work 
of excellentCharity in-you,and ought 


to be acknowledgd' not only- by your 


fellow-Servant, but your Maſter too, 
as an obligation ; for 'tis a Real be- 
nefit to both : To be brief,if you'l be- 
have your ſelves with-that goodneſs, 
gentleneſs and ſweetneſs, that may 
evidence your love to one another, 
you muſt in a literal ſenſe bear one 
anothers burthens you muſt pardon and- 
forgive one anotheFFinfirmities, you 
mult excuſe and coriceal one anothers 

Errours, 
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Errours, unleſs they be ſuch, as im- 
ply manifeſt unfaithfulneſs- to your 
Maſter, in which, caſe, they are no 
longer Errours and Frailties, but 
Crimes. Concord, which was the ſe- 
cond inſtance of Charity I recommen- 
ded to you, is the natural reſult of alt 
this. For theſe mutual Afſiſtances 
and Obligations can never miſs of pre- 
ſerving a right Underſtanding, and 
nouriſhing a ſincere Friendſhip be- 
tween you; but yet becauſe Concord 
muſt be preſerv'd, where Friendſhip 
ſometimes cannot, and you muſt with 
well to, and carry your ſelves fairly 
towards ſomeServants whom you can- | 
not fancy,whom you cannot take any 
complacency or delight in : therefore 
I will fay ſomething of this. 

I need fay nothing more to con- 
vince [you of the neceſlity-of Concord, ' 
than what has frequently been in{inu- 


ated all along this Treatiſe ; only. I 


will remind you how great theevils of- 
Diſcord and Contention are ; perpe- 
tual Vexationand Diſturbance to the 
Father of the Family, who muſt either 
with great prejudice to order and go- 
| verment 
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vernment diſſemble his knowledge 
of your miſdemeanours, or to the leſ- 
ſening of his Authority become a pars 
ty in the quarrel, or elſe feem guilty 
of that ſeverity which 1s very uneaſy 
to every good Temper. The next 
evil that attends Diſcord, and thata 
very ſore one, 1s, it generally infects 
the Family with a peeviſh and fro- 
ward diſpoſition, and by degrees 
ſours the moſt ſweet and obliging 
humour: - A Third evil is confuſion 
and diſorder in all buſineſs, for mu- 
tinous and quarrelſom Servants are 
like factious- men 1n a State, inſtead 
of aſſiſting, rather than not croſs one 
another, they will obſtruct the buſt- 
neſs and good of the Family. The 
Laft evil of Diſcord is. this, that it 
utterly indiſpoſes you for Religious 
Duties; and this 1s a fad con{idera- 
tion, that by your brawls and quar- 
rels, you not only afflict and vex, but 
damn one another; theſe and many 
more being the miſchiefs of difa- 
greement, 'tis plain, that youare to 
purchaſe Peace almoſt at any Rate 3 
it will not then ſeem hard to you 
that 
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that I ſhould preſcribe you two things 
for this end. Firſt, that you would not 
ſuffer your ſelves to be eafily provok't, 
much leſs, be rude or irreconcileable 
upon any provocation ; if you can 
maintain Peace with none but thoſe 
who are exempt from faults, you 
muſt converſe only with Angels, not 
Men : And if weareall hable to Er- 
rours and Offences, we muſt beall 
alike forward to bearand pardon'em, 
which, methinks, ſhould be no very 
difficult matter to one who conſiders 
the Long-ſuffering and Patience of 
God towards him ; I beſeech you to 
remember, what ſentence was paſt 
upon that wicked Servant who would 
not uſe that goodneſs towards his 
Fellow-Servant, which his Maſter had 


ſhew'd towards him. O thou wicked Marth.12. 
Servant, I forgave thee all that debt,be- 39*< 


cauſe thou deſrredſ} me, ſhou'dſt not thou 
alſo have had compaſſion on thy Fellow- 
Servant even as 1 had pity on thee? And 
his Lord was wroth, and delivered him to 
the Tormentors till he ſhould pay all 
that was due unto him:So likewilſe ſaith 


our Saviour, ſhall my Heavenly Father 
| = do 
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do alſo -unto you, if ye from your heart: 
forgive not every one hs Brother therr 
Treſpzſſes. This is a diſmal Iſſue of 
contentions,he 1s miſerable who doth 
wrong, how much leſs miſerablets 
he who doth not pardon it?the wrath 
of God will ſwallow up both. Secondly, 
that you may preſerve Peace,you muſt 
often do more than is your buſineſs to 
do,nor can this ſeem an unreaſonable 
advice to hint that ſhall coniider,that 
the trouble of that work he dotha- 
bove his own, is not half ſo great as 
the trouble of quarrel and contention 
which he prevents by it: Nor can you 
poſlibly take a more ready way to rid 
your ſelves of a ſlothful and quarrel- 
ſom Fellow-Servant; for the more di- 


_ higent you areto ſupply his Errours 


and Defects, the more confidently will 
he commit 'em, growing every day 
more negligent and intolerable,till his 
ſloth, and folly, and your Induſtry and 
Prudence can no longer be unknown 
to the Maſter. I have but one thing 


more to recommend to you in this. 


place, and that 1s, that you ſhould be 
very tender of oneanothers credit and 
reputation, 


—— 
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reputation, for this is the, Livelihood 
and eſtate of a Servant, it is become 
faſhionable with men of all ranks, to 
make other's faults the ſubject of their 
diſcourſe and entertainment, and the 
meaner a mans Education 1s,the more 
ſubject is he to do this; but the com- 
monnels of the {in dothnot leflen it, 
much leſs excuſe it. It is the Cha- 
rater of one of the worſt of men, 
P/al.5.19, 20. Thou grveſt thy Mouth to 
evil,and thy Tou7ne frameth deceit. Thou 
fitteſt and ſpeakejt againſt thy Brother, 
thou ſlandereſt thine own Mother's Son. 
Nor is the folly leſs than the guilt of 
this ſin, for thou teacheſt others an 
evil Leſf>3 *gainſt thy own Soul, 
and doft juſtite the worſt practices 
thine Enemies can deviſe to defame 
and diſparage thee. | 

I had defign'd here to diſcourſe of 
the grounds and cauſes of ſtrife and 
contention, but this labour 1s preven- 
ted by whatT have ſaid upon the Du- 
ties of Juſtice andCharity,where you 
may eaſily diſcern,what are the gene- 
ral ſprings and cauſes of Diſcordn,ame- 
ly,Lazineſs,Lying,Envy,and fuch _ 

an 
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and how great the miſchiefand guilt 
of theſe is; but beſides theſe,there is a 
proud, froward, and churliſh Tem- 
per, which renders ſome Servants ut- 
terly, unht for Converſation, makes 
'em apt to do wrong, without any 
motive to it, and apt to be pro- 
vok't without any ground for it : 
this 1s a temper directly contrary to 
Charity, and therefore is by a necel- 
fary conſequence ſufficiently con- 
demn'd already under that Head : 
However, I cannot be too careful 
te ſecure you againſt this ſin, and 
therefore 1t will not be labour loſt to 


take particular notice of it here: Pride 


and Frowardneſs are the diſhonour 
of the greateſt Men ; how intolera- 


ble then muſt they appear in the mean- 


ett? They are indeed vices, which 
one would think, the frailty and con- 
temptibleneſs of our nature would 
calily reſtrain us from, for proud and 
haughty wrath 1s unbecoming a poor 
{inner, a corruptible mortal Crea- 
ture ; what ſhould ſuch a one be 
proud of 2 or what can inſpire him 
with the arrogance -of frowardneſs; 
Now 


between Servants. 


Now if there be in thenatureofevery 
man, let him be never ſo high, Ar- 
gument enough for Humility, ground 
enough to ſhame him outof Pride 
and Peeviſhneſs;what excuſe can there 
be for either in that man, where the 
meanneſs of his nature 1s rendred yet 
more contemptible by the meanneſs 
of his Fortune? But what do I talk of? 
theſeare mean,impotent and beggarly 
vices ; theſe are weeds which grow 
no where but on dung-hills. A proud 
and peeviſh Temper 1s generally the 
ſymptom of a foolith underſtanding 3 
a low birth,& a lower Education : For 
the wiſer any man 1s,the better born, 
and the better bred, the more cour- 
teous and the more humble he is, a 
conſideration which methinks,ſhould 
make you extreamly ſen{ibleof the 
diſhonour and ſcandal of this Tem- 
per : But after all, there 1s another 


Argument behind which ſhould even 


ſcare and frighten you into meekneſs 
and humility, and that 1s, that a 
proud and froward heart isanabomi- 
nation to the Lord ; to behated or 
deſpiſed by man, which 1s the yo 
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ral fate of all ſuch tempers 1s an un- 
comfortable ſtate, but to be hated by 
God, this is infinitely more dreadful 
and aſtoniſhing : As then you value,[ 

will not ſay, your Service, but your 
Salvation, ſubdue this deviliſh Dil- 
poſition : for aſſure your ſelves, who- 
ever is unfit to live peaceably in any 
Family, can never enter into the 
company of Angels and Spirits of juſt 
Men made perfect : For all theſe 


are meekand gentle, kind and loving 


Now for the Conqueſt of all theſe 
Vices which ingender ſtrife, you 
muſt obſerve the ſame method, which 
1s wont to be preſcrib'd for the Con- 
queſt of any other, that is, you muſt 


lay before you frequently and ſeriouſ- 


ly the guilt and miſchief of theſe 
{ins, you muſt endeavour to, perſuade 
your ſelves of the lovelineſs and ad- 
vantage of the contrary Virtues, you 
muſt carefully avoid all occaſions of, 
and temptation to theſe fins, you 
muſt watch over the motions of your 
own Hearts, you muſt reſolve fincere- 
iy uponretormation and amendment, 

you 


' - lorween Setounts. 


you par call your ſelves to an ac- 
count for-theſe your reſotutions, you 
muſt not faint nor be weary, tho you 
do not- preſently conquer ; but you 
muft repeat and reinforce all your 
vows and purpoſes; and go-on pati- 
ently  txll you have - brought forth 
Righteouſneſs unto Vidtory ; and 
with all this, you muſt joyn fervent 
Prayers to OY God for his 
Fea: - 


_ —_ 


A Prayer on the Subject of this Chap- 
=, nn, 

i Lord mmy' God,' who art the ' Au- 
thor of Peace and Lover of Con- 

cord, enable me; * I beſeech thee to" live 
i-th Brotherly Aﬀettion, Unity and 
Concord with my Fellow-Servants, that 
we may be a Mutual Comfort and A/jiſt- 
ance to one autoher, as well in our Sp:- 
ritual as Temporal concern. And to this 
end ſubdue 1n me, O Lord all unnatu- 
ral and unchriſtian Pride and Peeviſh- 
neſs; and give me the Wiſdom which is 
from above, which 1s not only pure ,but 


MY. peaceable, 
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peaceable, gentle and eaſy to be mntreat- 
ed, full of Mercy and good Fruit, with- 
out partiahty, and mwithout Hypocrifre. 
O never ſuffer me to be guilty of Makice, 
Guile, Hypocriſie, Envy or Evil-ſpeak- 
zng, but let my Heart be always tender 
and affettionate, and let the words of 
Truth and Meekneſs, and Charity, pro- 
ceed out of my Mouth, that I may never 
miniſter any occaſron of ſtrife, and con- 
tention, but way ever preſerve and make 

. Peace; And O Lord, becauſe offences 
will come, make mel beſeech thee, ſlow 
to anger, ready to forgive, and that from 
the Heart, that I imitating thy Devine 
Mercy and Compaſſion, may be made par- 
taker of it mthe full pardon of my ſins, 
and the Salvation of my Soul through him, 
who was alſo the great Example of Pa- 
tience and Forgiveneſs, even Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord. | 
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Of the Servants Duty towards himſelf, 
hu Credit, which way rats'd and pre- 
ſerv'd ; the Love of his Maſter, 8c. 
how to be abtain'd. Hey thrift,&c. 


: 15 certain that every man's Du- 
ty, 1s his Intereſt, and that in 
whatever ſtationa man 1s, there 1s no- 
thing can render him more proſpe- 
rous 1n it, or more effectually recom- 
mend him toa better than a faithful 
and conſcientious diſcharge of the 
Duties of his place. Nor did Solomon, 
when he aſcribed to Wiſdom theſe 
glorious effects or fruits, length of days, 
Riches and Honour underſtand by wil- 
dom, Subtlety,Craft or worldly Poli- 
cy, but purely a f{incere performance 
of our Duty towards God and Man : 
having therefore fully diſcours'd of a 
Servant's Duty both towards God and 
his - Maſter, it might ſufficehere to 
tell him in general, that a fincere 
N 3 per- 
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performance of this, is his only true 
wiſdom, his only true policy. How- 
ever, that this may more evidently 
appear, and that the Servant may be 
more ſenfible of the obligation he 
lies under to the Duties preſcrib'd 
him, I will deſcend to a particular 
conſideration of his Intereſt, a thing 
which Servants as well as others, 
are allow'd,nay obliged to perſue and 
advance by all fair means. 

It will eaſily be granted, that the 
Intereſt of a Servant confiſts- in theſe 
three things, his Credit, the Love 
of his Maſter, &. the profit of his 
place ; 'tis therefore a duty which 
concerns a Servant to conſider what 
courſe he muſt take to promote theſe 
The Ser- three. F:rſt then, if we conſider the 
_ = grounds of a Servant's Credit or Re- 
Yared, Putation, it depends uponan opinion 

of his Religionor Virtue, and of his 
abulity or ſufficiency for the place he 
undertakes; Asto this latter, 'tis not 
my buſineſs to direct you in it, only 
I muſt put you in mind that there 
are ſomegreneral qualifications, ſuch 


as Truth, Induſtry, and Humility, 
which 
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which arenecetlary recommendations 
to all ſorts of lawtul Imployments ; 
without which whatever skill or ex- 
perience any man has, he1s unfit for 
any ſervice. The other Baſis or Pil- 
lar of a Servant's Credit 1s, Religion 
and Virtue,he that has rais'd in others 
an opinion of his Virtue, hath by 
conſequence rendred himſelf more 
valuable and contiderable to 'em, for 
ſuch 1s the Beauty and Majeſty of 
Virtue, that 1t commands from all 
ſome degree of aftection and reſpect; 
and ſuch is the manifold uſe of it in 
the world, that he who 1s poſlefted 
of it, 1s preſently accounted of as 
more worthy and more ſcrviceable 
than other men, which 1s a Charac- 
ter which commands efteem. Now 
if you would poſlels men with the 
perſwaſion of your Virtue, the moſt 
effectual way 1s really to be, what you 
would, fain appear to be ; fora Hy- 
pocrite cannot long be concealed, and 
when he isdiſcovered, he looks more 
loathſom than an open {inner : be- 
des that a Hypocrite lies under this 
one - great difady antage, that his 
Diffimulation once prov'd upon him, 
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his Credit can never be redeem'd by 
his following {incerity, his very Re- 
pentance ſhall never find-Credit with 
men, there b eing no way left man to 
Ciitinguiſh it from a ſtrain of his 
known Art : You muſt t herefore be 
really virtuous if you would gain a 
Reputation tor Virtue; you muſt en- 
deavour to be molt eminent in theſe 


Virtues v. hich are proper to your ſta- 


tion, ſobriety, induſtry faithfulneſs, 
Ec, for tnele are the. Virtues men 
require and regard in you. There is 
ſcarce any place wherein there is 
not an opportunity of practiſing 
theſe in ſome degree, which practice 
1s one Way, and the beſt too of railing 
your Reputation ; but belides this, 
that you may both confirm and in- 
creaſe theſe Virtues in your ſelves, 
and the opinion that you have of 'em, 
inothers, you muſt Fri induſtriouſ- 
Jy avoid all vicious company. For 
this, ifit donot deſtroy your Virtue 
( which were next to a miracle ) it 
will certainly deſtroy your credit ; 
for no wiſe man will ever be- 
lieve, that you can be otherwiſe than 
VIctous in vicious Company. This is 

generally 
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generally the ruine of moſt Servants z | 
tis here they learn to deſpiſe Virtue, 
and their Maſters; 'tis herethey learn 
to love Liberty and Idleneſs; 
and Finally, 'tis here they learn 
thoſe ſins which they can neither 
maintain nor enjoy without the 
guilt of diſobedience and unfaithful- 
nels to their Maſters, therefore follow 
the advice of Solomon, Prov. 4. 14, 
I5. Enter not imto the Path of the wick- 
ed, and go not in the way of evil men. 
Avoid it paſs not byit, turn from it, and 
paſs away; where the wiſe man dotin 
excellently inſ{inuate, that he that 
would be ſafe, can never keep too 
great a diſtance from evilcompany. 
Secondly, you muſt reſolutely arm 
your ſelf againſt, and carefully reſiſt 
the Temptations of the Family you 
are in; letnot the Authority of great 
examples delude or deceive thee let 
not any proſpect of Intereſt ininare 
thee ; let not the ſolicitations of thy 
fellow Servants perſwade thee; let 
no opportunity betray thee into ſin; 
for thou doſt purchaſe thy prot or 
the favour of man at too dear a rate, 
if by the loſs of thy Virtue, thy 
| Soul, 
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Soul, thy Heaven, thy God : Never 
be aſhamed of {ingularity, where 
thou canſt not be virtuous-unleſs fin- 
gular, * Obſerve the Opportunity, and 
beware of evil, and be not aſhamed, 
when 1t concerns thy Soul ; for there is 
a ſhame that bringeth ſin, and there 15 a 
ſhame which us glory and grace : Accept 
20 perſon againſt thy Soul, and let not 
the Reverence of any man cauſe thee to 
fall. For thou mayeſt aflure thy ſelf, 
that Virtue 1s never more honourable 
than when it ftands the ſhock of 
Temptations, and deſpiſes the allure- 
ments of Opportunity, and that 
whatever profit or honour ſin may 
flatter thee with, 1t will prove ſhame 
and bitterneſs in the latter end.Th:rd- 
ly, belides the practice of Religion 
In private, and the frequenting the 
Sacrament in publick, as often as you 
have Opportunity, you muſt con- 
{cientioufly attend to Family-Duttes, 
for this peradventureis the only Rule 
by which your Maſter will meaſure 
your eſteem for Religion, and your 
eftcem for Religion 1s the only thing, 
or at leaſt the main thing, by which 
he will judg of your Truth and Faith- 
fulnels : 
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fulneſs : Not that this ſhould be your 
firſt and chief motive to it, for that 
muſt be not the opinion of others 
concerning you, but the Honour of 
God, and the improvement of your 
Soul ; There lies upon you ' more 
than common Obligations to theſe 
Duties, for your abſenting your ſelves 
from 'em, 1s not only a ſlight put 
upon 'the Worſhip and Truths of 
God, butalſo an Act of Diſobedience 
to your Maſter. In the ſecond place, 
the meaner your Education 1s, the 
more ought you tocovet theſe oppor- 
tunities of inſtruction, and the lefs 
your time for Religionis ( which you 
are ofter1 wont to pretend at leaſt ) 
the more carefully ought you to em- 
brace this time of Wor rihipping God. 

Thus much of the Fzr/i thing, where- 
in the intereſt of a Servant doth con- 
{ift, which ishis Credit or Reputati- 
on. The Second is the affection which 
his Maſter and others bear towards 
him, of which now. 

And here *tis certain that the ſu- The Aﬀe- 
reſt Foundation of this affection or _— _ 
love, 1s the merit of your Service, a how ar- 
Faithful, that is, honeſt and careful ran: 

diſcharge 
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diſcharge of your Duty ; but beſides 
this, there are ſome qualities that do 
more immediately tend to recommend 
and endeara Servant, fuch are F:rft, 
an humble and chearful temper, 
which always puts 'em forward even 
beyond the bounds of their indiſpen- 
11ble Duty, makes 'em ready to un- 
dertake even more than they are 
bound to, if they think it tends in 
theleaſt either to the intereſt or ſati(- 
faction of their Maſter, and in doing 
this, they muſt appear glad of the op- 
portunity , defirous of purchaſing 
their Maſters favour at any rate ; and 
this is ſuch an obliging temper, that 
tis almoſt impoſſible to fancy a Ma- 
ſter ſo ſtupid or ungrateful, asnot to 
take notice of, Love and Reward 
fuch a Servant. - Secondly. He that 
will win the affe&tion of thoſe he 
ferves, muſt make it appear that he 
loves 'em, he muſt rejoyce in every 
good that befails 'em, and be afflicted 
in every evil ; he muſt be extreamly 
tender of creating 'em trouble or dif- 
turbance, not ſo much out of the 
fear of any damage growing from it, 

as 
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as out of a filial delight in their ſatiſ- 
faction, and a filial affliction in their 
trouble; beſides all this, he muſt al- 
ways ſpeak well and kindly of 'em, 
he muſt look upon it as a lucky acci- 
dent, when ever he has opportunity 
to check the ingratitude of a Fellow- 
Servant towards 'em, or to vindicate 
their Reputation againſt the calum- 
nies of a Stranger ; and if he will 
take my advice, he muſt not only 
ſpeak well of his preſent, but his for- 
mer Maſter : For I can hardly be 
perſuaded that a Servant will ſpeak 
well of me, when gone from me, 
who ſpeaks 11] of him whom he ſer- 
ved before; but-if there be nothing 
| good which he can ſpeak of him, yet 
at leaſt, let him never ſpeak any ill 
of him, unleſs he be unavoidably for- 
ced to it. Nor let the Servant only 
ſpeak well of his former Maſter, but 


let him ſerve him tothe utmoſt ofhis 


power, for gratitude to a former, 1s 
the Servants higheſt merit with his 
prefent Maſter. Laſtly, That the Ser- 
vant who deſires to be belov'd, keep 


at the greateſt diſtance he can from all 
ſorts 
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ſorts of quarrels and « conteſts. i in + the 
Family, let him never: make any him- 
ſelf, nor be aparty in-thoſe made by 
others, and let him be ſo far from in- 
ſinuating himſelf into thoſe things 


which his Superiors or afhy others 


would keep ſecret, that on- the con- 
trary, he muſt rather fly from the 
knowledge of a ſecret, which- others 
would diſcloſe tohim, unleſs they have 
ſome good-uſe to-make of his'truſt-; 
all this that I have: here dire&ed,- [ 
would have performed, not with art 
and sk1ill, but ſincerity-; for & Servant; 
cannot counterfeitan obliging temper 
long, if he do not-endeavour- tc poſ- 
ſes himſelf really of it-: He muſt en- 
deavour to love his' Maſter truly an 
heartily, or elſe irwillibe very: hard: 
for him to make a- 200d ſhew of that 
love which he has/not'; arid he muſÞ 
be finally endow'd with an humble! 


, and quiet ſpirit, or elſe it wiſl 'be'a 


very-difficult task for him to ftand. 
neuter amidſt the-quarrels of - others, 
and to cloſe his Eyes and Ears: againſt 
the ſecrets, news and tattte': which 
moſt are fo naturally inquifittve- af- 
we; - The 
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The third thing on which the in- The Ser- f 
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abode were rt 


tereſt of a Servant depends1s the pro- x. pw a4. 
fit or gain of his Place : And here I vanced. 
need not tell you, that a Faithtul 
diſcharge of your Duty ſerves moſt 
to promote this, for this, as you have 
ſeen, gains you affection at home, and 
credit abroad, and the Maſter will 
certainly give moſt countenance and 
encouragement as far as he is able to 
the Servant he loves beſt, and every 
Member of the Family will favour 
and aſhſt fuch a one as far as they 
can ; and if there be no ground for a 
rational expectation of reward from 
thoſe he ſerves, his own credit, will 
ina little time open the way toit, an 
extraordinary Virtue can be no more 
conceal'd than the Light, -the mean- 
eſt and moſt private Imployment is 
Theatre enough to an excellent Per- 
ſon, but what is moſt contiderable of 
all, he that ſerves faithfully in any 
Station,has God for his Spectator and 
Patron: There is therefore one thing 
only whichT am to put you in mind 
of, and that is, that you. be good 
Husbands of what you gain; I _— 
tnat 
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that you do not waſt and laviſh it 
out in unneceſſary expences, whe- 
ther in fine Attire, or theextravagan- 
' cies of gaming or entertainments. 
And to this good Husbandry, you lie 
under the ftrongeft obligations that 
can be, for Firſt, By theſe ways, you 
bring into queſtion not - your Diſcre- 
tion only, but your Virtue too: For 
ifa Servants expences look bigger than 
his gains, it cannot be thought un- 
charitable in the Maſter, if he do not 
only condemn his folly, but alſo enter 
into a ſuſpition of his unfaithtulneſs 
to him; or elſe his engagement in 
{ome unlawful courſe or other for the 
ſupply either of his Pride or Prodi- 
ality. But Secondly, The loſs of your 
credit 1s not the only evil, you are to 
apprehend from this Folly, but alſo 
Diſtreſs and Poverty one time or 
other : For Alas! The Revenue ofa 
Gentleman 1s not able, ( we ſee by 
dayly experience) to ſupport the fol- 
Iy of a ſpend-thrifr, and how much 
leſs, the narrow ſalary of a Servant : 
tis true indeed, 'tis the extremity 
of unkindneſs in a Maſter to turn a 
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faithful Servant to the Common, af- 
ter he has ſpent his ſtrength and 
youth in his ſervice, but I think it is 
extremity of folly 1n a Servant to 
expect that his Maſter ſhould be kin- 
der to him thanhe is to himſelf, or 
to eat the bread of his old age at the 
Courteſie of others, when if he plea- 
ſes;;he may eat his own. This can- 
not., but prove a very ſtrong engage- 
ment upon Servants to thrift, eſpe- 
cially if it be confider'd, that they 
are more unable to ſuſtain the wants 
and hardſhips of Poverty,than Com- 
mon Day-Labourers are ; for he ge- 
nerally. has not the ſame palate who 
is accuſtom'd to feed at his Maſter's 
Table, that the poor man has, who 
feeds at his own. 

But whilſt I recommend Thrift to 
you,and a regard to your own profit, 
I would not have you make uſe of 
this adviſe for a pretence to juſtifie 
either your want of Charity, or your 
quitting a ſervice wherein you have 
been highly obliged upon the leaſt 
ſhew of a little more gain in another: 


For firſtas to Charity, it is the Duty 
WT of 
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The Ser- of Servants as well as Maſters, God 
rants Bt Fequires of every man in proportion 
to that wealth which he gives him, 
a part of it for the poor;and if the re- 
' ward of the Servants Mite caſt into 
the ſtock of the Poor,ſhall be as great 
as that of the pounds of the Rich, no 
doubt the puniſhment of his unchari- 
tableneſs ſhall be as great as that of 
their's: For the refuſal of contribu- 
ting this his Mite,can't but be judg'd 
an extream wickedneſs, if it be conſi- 
der'd that he may ſpare it eaſily, and 
that the reward of it isno leſs than a 
A Servan Heaven. As to the ſecond thing, the 
muſt nor quitting a ſervice wherein you have 
gain, quir Din obliged upon ſhew of a very little 
the Service Sain, t1$an action of extream folly and 
tas becy Iingratitude, for a raw and untutou- 
long in- red Servant after he has bin formed 
firuted and ſhaped, and fitted for ſervice, im- 
with, mediately to relinquiſh that Family 
where he has bin thus inftructed in 
proſpect of a ſlight gain; is extream 
ingratitude ; for certainly he ought 
to think his ſervice moſt due to thoſe 
who have made him a Servant, and 
taught him how to perform it : _ 
ave 
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have done more for him, than they _ {il 
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who after he is well qualified, give 
him Jarger wages : I do not know; 
whether I may not add, that this is 
Injuſtice in a Servant ; for, ſurely he 
that plants and watereth a tree, has 
beſt claim to it's fruit, and that Maſ- 
ter who has born the trouble of a 
Servants Ignorance, has the beſt right 
fure to his better ſervice,which is bur 
the fruit of his own Care, Patience 
and Inſtruction : Nay tis eafie to be 
conceived,;that this is due to him by a 
Tacit Pact and Contract ; for the Ser- 
vant cannot but think, that no Maſ- 
ter would give himſelf the care and 
trouble which the inſtruction and 
Patience to be uſed towards araw 
Servant requires, did he not pro- 
poſe to reap fome eaſe and fruit from 
it afterwards, to defraud him then 
of this rational expectation,doth look 
extreamly like Injuſtice as well as 
Ingratitude ; Nor is the folly of this 
action generally leſs than the ingra- 
titude, for Maſters generally love 
moſt, and confhde moſt in thoſe 
whom they have themſelves bred up 
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and fitted, ſo that generally ſuch a 
Servant may thrive better by keep- 
ing than quitting his ſervice : But 
if this once grows to an humour of 
flitting and ſhifling from place to 
place, then the folly of it 1s remark- 
able even to a Proverb, A Roubng- 
ftonce never gathers Moſs, for what- 
ever good Qualities ſuch a Servant 
may be poſleſled of, they cannot 
turn much to his profit, becaufe he 
does not allow time for the raiſing 
of his Credit, or the eſtabliſhing a 
value of, and affection for him in any 
Maſter ; and theſe are the uſual ſeeds 
of a Servant's gain. 

Thus I have given you 2 fhort, 
but I hope a clear and full view of 
your Duty ; ſome of you may perad- 
venture fancy, that I have bound a 
heavy burthen upon you ; but I muſt 
tell you, tis no heavier than what God 
lays upon you, than what the reaſon 
of every one of you, 1f you would 
make ute of it, would lay upon you; 
than what laftly, the neceſſities of 
your place and ſtation,and your own 
Intereſt doth indiſpenhibly _—_ 
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of you : Nor have I only preſented 
you with a draught of your Duty, 
but I have alſo preſſed and recom- 
mended every part of it by ſuch rea- 
ſons as may convince youvf thetruth 
of what I have laſt ſaid, namely, that 
your Intereſt, your Conſcience, and 
our God, exa& the obſervance of 
thoſe things I have here perſcrib'd 
you; there 1s therefore leſs need of 
of any pathetick addreſs to you here 


by way of Concluſion : However, 


I cannot forbear putting you in 
mind briefly of two things : Erf, 
The great and many evils the negle& 
of your Duty 1s the cauſe of. Se- 
condly, The great and many benefits 
the right performance of it will pro- 
cure both to your ſelves and others : 
The Firſt thing is too ſadly and noto- 
riouſly evident to be denied, who 
can reckon up the Children who 
have been corrupted, or betrayed the 
Families, whoſe Fortunes have been 
ſubverted by the falſhood or negli- 
gence of Servants? Who knows not 
how often the love of the Maſter 
and Miſtreſs has been diflolv'd, and 
their Honours blaſted by the lying 
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and deceitful Tongues of -thoſe of 
their own houſhold 2 whoknows nat 
how miſerably the peace and quiet of 


Families has been diſturbed, the beau- 


ty and order of 'em deform dand con- 
founded, and the Religion of 'em ob- 
ſtructed, and their ſubſtance confum- 
ef and exhauſted by the pride and 
peeviſhneſs, by the ſloth and careleſ- 
neſs, by the laviſhneſs and unfaith- 
fulneſs of 1ll Servants. And can you 
think, that theſe, and innumerable 
other miſchiefs which your tranſ- 
grefiion of your Duty creates, the 
World ſhall go unpuniſh't > Shall 
not God,who in his compaſſion hears 
the cry of an injur'd Servant, 1n his 
Juſtice, behold the wrongs and 
crimes of an evil one? Shall that 
God,who will not wink at the tranſ- 
greſſions of the Rich and Mighty, 
the Monarch and the Potentate, 
paſs over, and connive at thoſe of 
the Servant z No, no, afſure your 
ſelves, you ſtall be as accountable to 
Almighty God for your negligence & 
falſhood, for your diſobedience, un- 
faithfulneſs and diſcontent;,as the rich 
and great ſhall be for their Luxury or 
Cove toulſ- 


WP 


The Concluſion. 


Covetouſneſls, for their Ambitj- 
on or Oppreſſhion tor their Muti- 
nies, Factions, and Ditloyalty : For 
theſe your 1ins are but a Copy and 
Tranſcript of their's, tho' in an 


- humbler ſtile, and leſs character, ac- 


cording to the circumſtances of your 
Fortune and Station 3; and when God 
ſhall enter into Judgment with you 
for theſe things, it will be well for 
you if he puniſh you only with Tem- 
poral Chaitiſements ; you will eſcaps 
well, if your Pride end only in con- 
tempt, your Frowardnels in a gene- 
ral hatred and averſion, your Care- 
leſneſs and Waſtfulneſs in Want 
and Beggary z and your Unfaith- 
fulneſs in indelible Reproach ; God 
will I fay be exfreamly tender 
and compaſktonate in diſtributing 
ae An this be the worſt that 
befals you, if you buy repentance 
at fo cheap a rate as tie ſuffering any 
or all of theſe evils; and yet how 
dreadful theſe appear to you, I ap- 
peal to your own thoughts ; tor I 
believe a ſluggiſh and evil Servant 


- can hardly read this without In- 
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patience and Mufmuring again ft 
me, becauſe I do not propheſie to 
him ſmoother things : but alas! I 
have not half vented the Burden 
which the Lord has charg'd me with 
againſt wicked and unfaithful Ser- 
vants ; for I muſt tell you, Tophet zs 
ordain'd of old, as well for undutiful 
Servants, as tyrannical Kzngs ; for as 
your {ins are fins of accumulated ag- 
gravations, your acts of injuſtice and 
uncharitableneſs, when they are put 
into the ballance, being preſſed 
down, not only by their own weight, 
bat that alſo of Ingratitude, Lying, 
breach of truſt, an impudentcontempt 
of all reſtraints,and a bold defiance of 
all the neceſſities of Virtue which 
God's providence impoſed upon you : 
Your {ins, I fay, being of ſuch an 
accumulated guilt, you cannot but 
in reaſon expe&, that your puniſh- 
ment ſhall be laid on in good meaſure, 
preſſed down, heap't up,and running over. 
Ah poor Souls ! my bowels are mov'd, 
my compaſſions are kindled towards 
you, whenI conſider this your wretch- 
ed Fate, muſt you pals from a ſtate 
| | of 
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of travail and meanneſs, to a ſtate of 


Eternal Pain and Eternal Reproach? 
Muſt your ſervitude end in a Hell at 
laſt; and can you be content it 
ſhould do ſo? 

But that I may not ſeem todelight 
to propheſie evil and not good con- 
cerning you ,, let me beſeech you, 
that you would deliver the World 
and your ſelves from all theſe evils 
with which your miſcarriages plague 
and threaten them and you : Let me 
beſeech you, that you would reſcue 
your ſelves from the contempt, from 
the inſolencies and ſeverities, with 
which, not your Fortunes, but your 
Vices now oppreſs you, and that you 
would by fincere and Chrittian Vir- 
tues recommend your ſelves to the 
love and eſteem of Mankind, and 
make your ſelves an uſeful and con- 
{iderable part of the World as good 
Servants indeed are : O redeem at 
leaſt your Souls from ſlavery, let not 
your Unfaithfulneſs and Pride, your 
Diſobedience and Frowardneſs, your 
Looſneſs and Careleſneis exclude you 
from Heaven,-: and bereave you of 
: Crowns 
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Crowns and Glory, which the mean- 
neſs of your Birth or Fortune never 
can. No, no, God 1s not ſuch a 
fond accepter of Perſons, as partially 
to condemn any of his poor Creatures 
to meanneſs here, and miſery hereaf- 
ter: Your Service is but an opportu- 
nity of Merit and of Glory, it puts 
you into a capacity to do and ſuffer 
more, with deſign that you ſhould 
receive more too than other men in 
another World at leaſt, proportiona- 
bly to thoſe. hardſhips you undergo, 
and theſe Virtues which you practiſe 
in this. And the blefled Jeſus, who 
took your Form and Character upon 
him, did not diſdain the lownels of 
your condition, but ſhed as much. 
Blood for you asfor the Rich and No- 
ble; he purchas'd for you the fame 
Peace of God, the ſame Favour, the 
ſame Kingdom ; aii that is requir'd 
of you is, that you inouid jive 1n 
thoſe Virtues thztare fuitai!- 5 vour 
condition, that you ſhould do ine 
Puty of your Station, when you are 
aſſured you ſhall hav'e your Reward 
ftrom God, which ſhall be _—_— 
els 
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leſs than a never-fading Crown of 


Righteouſneſs : Beſides the love and 
efteem of Man, and a Proviſion of all 
things neceſſary made for you by the 
bleſſed Providence of God ; nor let it 
feem ſtrange to you, that your Ser- 
vice 1n ſo low a Station, ſhould enti- 
tle you to ſuch great Rewards, your 
Virtue is as neceſlary in the World as 
that of Men ina higher Station ; the 
motion ofthe Feet, and motion of the 
Hands, is as neceſſary to the Body, 
as the direction and guidance of the 
Eye : 'Tis by you the order and beau- 
ty of the World in a great meaſure 
ſubſiſts, for were there no Servants, 
there could be no Maſters : 'Tis by 
your Travail, that not only the ne+ 
cefſities of Mankind in general are ſup- 
plied, butalſo the Pleaſure and Gran- 
deur of States ſupported; for neither 
would the Earth bring forth it's in- 
creaſe, nor would our Tablcs bc co- 


ver d with the Fiſh of the Sea, the 


Beaſts of the Earth, or the Fowl of the 
Air without your Miniſtry and At- 
tendance; nay farther, 'tis by you 
that we enjoy the Studics of the 
| Learned, 
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Learned, and the Prudence of the 
States-man, for the neceſlities of Life 
would ſo wholly take Men up, that 
they would have little time for theſe 
Nobler Works, were not thoſe low- 
er Cares devolved on you: It we 
come to more particular effects, the 
Proſperity, the Virtue, the Peace, 
the Unity of Families depends not 
a little upon you : Thus you fee ; 
you are not the leaſt uſeful Members 
of the Community, and therefore 
tis not to be wondred at, if the Re- 
wards defign'd you, ſhould be pro- 
portioned to the Service requird of 
you : Acquit your ſelves then like 
Men, like Chriſtians ; you ſerve God 
while you ſerve Man Faithfully, and 
of =_ you ſhall receive your Re- 
ward. 


A Prayer. 


Lord my God, thou haſt made 
and doft diſpoſe of all things in a 
wiſe and excellent order, thou haſt placed 
me in thu Rank of Mankind, thou haſt 
| appointed 
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appointed me thus my Station; O grant, 
that 1 may diſcharge the Duties of it 
Zealouſly and Faithfully, enable me to 
?mploy and improve the Talents thou haſt 
zntruſted to me, and make me uſeful and 
ſerviceable 1n my Place. Lord, let not 
my Soul lie under the guilt of the diſcon- 
tent or rum of any Family or Perſon, but 


make me an mſirument of Peace and 


Proſperity where Iam ;, I know, O Lord, 
that Humility and Induſtry are Virtues 
that are not ſo pleaſing to a Carnal Mind, 
but Lord, make me ſenſible, how great 
the recompence of my ſelf-denyal will one 
day be : Make me O Lord remember 
that I am always m thy fight, and that 
thou doſt ponder all my Paths, that I 
may be fully convinc'd that both my Tem- 
poral and Eternal Intereſt depends upon 
the Conſcientious performance of my Du- 
ty 3 that ſo I may not be ſeduc'd or diſ- 
courag'd by any Temptations whatever, 
but ſtill looking. up to God, and having 
regard to the recompence of Reward, 1 
may run with patience the Race that 15 
_ before me, Amen, Bleſſed Jeſus. SO 
ST 
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PART. 1IIL 


The Neceſlity of 
Communicating 3 


Concerning the Sacraments of the Lords 
Supper, there are two things which 
Servapts are to be Inſtratted mm. Firſt; 
Their Obligation to Receive it as of 
ten as they can have an opportanity: 

| Secondly, What Preparation is ne- 
ceſſary to it. 


CHAP t- © 

The Servants Obligation to Receive the 
Factament. | | 

General "HE Obligations to Commemo- | 
Obligatt- _. rate the Death of our blefled | 


Bo” Lord, which ariſe from the confxde= | 


ration of his great Love in dying for 
us, 
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us, and the great benefits we are 
made partakers of in that Holy Com- 
munion ; and from the need we ſtand 
in of the Grace and Mercy that is 
conveyed and ſealed to us in this Sa- 
crament 3 theſe and ſuch like are 
Univerſal Obligations, and equally 
concern all Mankind, the Servant as 
wellas the Maſter, the Poor as well 
as the Rich, for the Son of God has 
died for all alike ; Mercy to pardon 
us, and Grace toaſſiſt us is tender'd 
to all alike, and all do alike ſtand in 
need of both : And of this fort of 
Obligation is the command of Chriſt, 
and the practice of the Primitive 
Church, and the natureof the Duty, 
as *tis the renewing of our Covenant; 
all theſe do oblige all Men aliketo fre- 
quent Communion ; for no ſort of 
Men were excepted in the command 
of our Saviour, no Rank of Men were 
excluded in the practice of the 
Church, and fince 'tis a publick own- 
ing of our Covenant, it feems to me 
that it cannot be utterly neglected, 
much leſs contemn'd without Relin- 
quiſhing the Communion of Saints, 
- Renouncing 
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————— 


Renouncing the Faith, and falling al- 
moſt into the guilt of open Apoſtacy : 
Ail theſe Arguments and Motives to 
the frequent uſe of the Sacrament 
doasſtrongly bind, and forcibly preſs 
Servants, as any other ſort of People 
Obligations whatever. But beſides theſe, there 
pecumer © are ſome conſiderations which may 
more peculiarly concern Servants than 
others, and which ſeem to render 
the neglect of this Duty more 1inex- 

_ cufable in them than in any others. 
As Erſt; As they enjoy not the plea- 
fures which Men of plentiful Fortunes 
do, ſoneither are they diftracted by 
the cares which Maſters of Families 
may. reaſonably be ſuppoſed to be : 
Nor are they engag'd inſo.many con- 
tentions as the many defigns and : 1n- 
tereſts of their Supertours do neceſla- 
rily expoſe them to; they live; 1f it 
be not their own fault, by conſtant 


Rules, they have all the advantages 


of retirement in the midſt of the 
World, lying under no prefling 
Temptationeither to care, or conteſt, 
or ſenſuality ; So that unleſs they be 
extreamly careleſs of their Souls, w_ 
eſs 
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leis they be extreamly inſenfible of 
thelove of ſeſus, they muſt live in 
an habitual preparation for the Sacra- 
ment, or at leaſt they can have no 
tolerable excuſe for the neglect of it. 
It deſerves well to be further  conſi- 
der'd, that the greatſtreſs of buſineſs 
which lies upon many MViaſters of Fa- 
milies, 1n their Trades and Imploy- 
ments, liesnot alike upon them, or if 
it do, it may indifpoſe and incapaci- 
tate the Maſter for the Communion, 
and yet not the Servant: 'Tis the 
Maſters choice, but the Servants ne- 
ceſſity that puts him upon it ; 'tis 
often the Maſters Ambition and Co- 
vetouſneſs, but 'tis the Servants Obe- 
dience and Faithfulneſs that engages 
him ; ſo-that theweight of bulineſs 
which may be the Maſters fault, is 
the Servants Duty ; and therefore 
tho' it keep the one, it muſt not the 
other from the Sacrament ; for 'tis 
impoſſible that any one ſhould be 
made unfit for the Communion by 
doing his Duty. 'Tis true, (to ad- 
vance a little further ) that the love 
of Jeſus in dying for us was equal tc- 

P wards 
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wards all, for all were ſubject to the 


puniſhment of ſm; but 1 there 
were any diflerence, the obligation 
would be greater on the poor and 
mean in'one reſpect than on the rich: 
Becauſe ſuch do need theſupport and 
comfort which they derive from this 
Blood, not only to uphold 'em a- 
gainſt theterrour of another Lite, but 
alſo under the troubles of this; and 
certainly the more low and mean any 
mans State in this preſent World is, 


- the more unpardonable in him, is 


the love of this Life, or the negle&t 
of another : for the leſs pleaſure we 
enjoy from without, the -more natu- 
ral is it to ſeek the pleaſures of Rel1- 
Sion, the pleaſures of Faith, the plea- 
ſures of the mind, from all which; 
it neceſſarily follows, that a Servants 
coldneſs towards his bleſſed Lord and 
Maſter, has ſomething lefs of excuſe 
in it than any other Mans : For in 
what Heart ſhall the bleſſed Jeſus 
fhnd an Entertainment, 1n what Soul 
ſhall he find place to dwell, unleſs in 
that which has no Temptation to 
iove the World 2 Where ſhould the 

| love 
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love of Heaven, the love of Jeſus, and 
the love of Virtue, take deeper Root 
than in that Heart which hath ra- 
tionally no Foundation, no place 'to 
raiſe any other hopes on that are 
coniiderable 2 Where might our dear 
Lord expect ſooner to be receiv'd 
with open Arms, and the whole 
Heart, than by theſe who have no 
other' Friend , no other Patron to 
truſt to? According to this diſcourſe, 
this was the ſucceſs, the real iſlue of 
things in the firſt times. The Poor had 
the Goſpel Preach't unto *em, that 
theſe ( generally ſpeaking ) were»bhd 
only Men which were affected and 
wronght upon by the Preaching of 
the Goſpel. But now, ah now ! The 
times are inverted, the Servant and 
the mean Man appears as much more 
ſtupid and negligent in the things of 


another Life, as he has leſs ſharethan 


others in this ; they ſeem to be ſunk 
as much beneath the Virtue, as For- 
tune-of their Superiours, and being 
freed from the Cares and Emulations, 
from the Ambition aud Deſigns of 


thoſe above 'em, their Souls feem'to 
| P 2 be 
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* Chap.38. 
25, 


be grown ſo unative, ſo thoughtleſs, 
ſo dark, that they carry not one Me- 
ditation beyond the works of their 
hands , like him in Ecclefiaſticus, 
* How can he get wiſdom that holdeth 
the plough, aud that glorieth in the 
goad, that driveth Oxen, and occupied 
im their Labours, and whoſe talk 15 of 
Bullocks ? For ſhameſhew your ſelves 
men, and convinceus that you have 
Rational and Immortal Souls: let me 
intreat you,confider how great adig- 
nity . you are advanced to, how great 
A honour you are vouchſafed by 
God in being invited by him to this 
feaſt : you do here more nearly ap- 
proach God, you are feaſted and en- 
tertaind by him as his Children, 
you are united in the cloſeft Ties and 
Bonds with your dear Lord and ours, 
you are become one with him, and 
he with you, and with us all, for 
Feſus Chrift there 1s neither bond nor 
free ; you all fit equal gueſts, equal fa- 
vourites at this table, O let not the 
humility, the condecenſion, thelove 
of Jeſus be ſlighted and deſpis'd by 
you ; ah how trifling a favour in 

compariſon 
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compariſon of this, conferr'd upon 
you by your Maſter, or any body 
elſe, wherein you value as ſuppoiing 
him rich and great, would tranſport 
 youinto all the heatsof thankfulneſs, 
and put you upon any task how hard 
or how mean ſoever, by which you 
might do him honour. Tle inſiſt no 
longer on this'point, Tle only mention 
the little and mean objections againſt 0bjeRions 
this Duty, with which you are never- **<r4. 
theleſs wont to content your ſelves ; 
you have, you'l ſay, fomuch buſineſs, 
ſo much work, that you have no 
time toprepare for the Communion. 
You do then ſerve not only a very 
hard, but a very fooliſh Maſter, ſo 
fooliſh, that I can ſcarce believe, 
there is any ſuch : for who can be 
ſuch a ſott as to be unwilling to give 
you time wherein you may give him 
the greateſt ſecurity, the ſureſt 
pledge of your Fidelity, Induſtry,Hu- 
mility, and all other Virtues of a 
good Servant, that his heart can de- 
ſire? Can any man be ſuch a ſott 
as not to give a bad Servant time to 
reform in, or a good one time ta 

a repeat 


214 


_ The Neceſſity of 


repeat his Vows and Reſolutions of 
his perſeverance, and to fortifie him- . 
ſelf. in his Duty by freſh engage- 
ments 2 And this benefit certainly 
every Maſter reaps by his Servant's 
conſcientious frequenting the Com- 
munion : and yet after all, letyour 
Maſter be never ſo unreaſonable to- 
wards you, or ungrateful towards 
God, (for he is both in this) I muſt 
tell you to your comfort, no Servant 
is rendred unfit for the Communion 
by doing the Duty of his place, the 
diſcharge of your Duty towards man 
is a part of your Religion towards 
God; this peradventure may render 
your preparation leſs ſolemn and la- 
borious, but never leſs acceptable ; a 
fincere ſigh or groan from you in ſuch 
a caſe as this, ( if ſuch a one can be 
ſuppoſed ) ſhall be admitted for as 
good ſatisfaction, as the moſt ſolemn 
confeſſion conſiſting in a particular 
enumeration of every ſin, and an act 
of ſorrow appropriated to each when 
perform 'd by others who are Maſter's 
of their own time ; a Devout Ejacu- 
lation ſhall be accepted from you as 
oF? well 
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well as the moſt careful trimming of 
their Lamps, the moſt ſtudious dref- 
{ing of their Souls from others: But 
here let me beſeech you, that you do 
not abuſe that unto a plea for your 
negligence and ſecurity, which I have 
taught you only asa comfort under 
- the neceſſity of your circumftances : 
For when you have time for more 
ſolemn preparation, you muſt not 
out of preſumption or lazinets con- 
tent your ſelf with this, but this 1 
muſt leave to your own conſciences, 
and to God the ſearcher of hearts to 
determine : this then, that you have 
no time, 1s a vain excuſe ; but youl 
ay, you are ignorant and unlcaraed, 
and do not underſtand the nature of 
this Duty, why do you not. then 
conſult thoſe that do? Is it fo that 
there 1s no good Chriſtian in the Fa- 
mily 2 Is there no Paſtor in the 
Pariſh > Is it poſſible that in theſe 
days of light, any, though the mean- 
eſt 'of the people, ſhould perith for 
lack of knowledg. But; you are un- 
worthy to approach that table; and 
are you reſolvd that you! ever con- 
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tinue ſo? If by. unworthineſs, you 
mean any courſe of fin z break it off 
ſpeedily, leſt you periſh in it, per- 
adventure this call to the Sacrament 
may otherwiſe be thelaſt Invitation 
to Repentance, the laſt tender of mer- 
cy that ſhall be ever made you : but 
it by unfitneſs, you mean Frailties 
and Imperfections, Defe&tsandWeak- 
nefles, if this ſhould make us unfit, 
who then could befit ? Ifthis ſhould 
make us unworthy, who then could 
be worthy ? Sin and folly would 
be a qualification for . the Com- 
munion, if none were fit for it, 
but ſuch as were arrogant enough 
to think themſelves ſo, for that in 
this ſenſe of fitneſs, were to think 
themſelves void of defect and frailty, 
which were flatly repugnant not on- 
ly to Humility, but Truth too; But 
youlaſtly ſay, you are conſcious to 
your ſelves of great weakneſs, and 
are afraid of entring into Engage- 
ments, which you have much ground 
to fear you ſhall not be able to per- 
form : If you prove unable, it will 
not be your fin, but misfortune, but 

Iam 
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I am afraid, you mean, which you 
ſhall not be always willing to per- 
form: Andif ſo, I muſt confeſs, I 
fear you are not fit for the Commu- 
nion ; for this inſiuates that your 
Heart at preſent is not ſincere, that 
your meaning 1s not right, and that 
you have ſomedarling ſin, or at leaft 
ſome remainder of fin, which you 
cannot yet be fully perſwaded to part 
with : Ifit beotherwiſe, the weaker 
you are, the more need you have of 
that Sacrament by which you will 
be confirmd and ftrengthen'd ; if 
you arefincere, you are always ſafe. 
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Drrefleons for the Servants Worthy Re- 
cerving the Lords Supper. 


Contemplations tending to ſtir up a De- 
vout Convithon of this Duty in the 
Soul, 


UR Savour's Inſtitution of this 
Sacrament is thus related. 

Our Lord Fefis the ſame Night that 
he was betray'd, took bread, and 
when he had given thanks, he brake 
it, and gave itto his Diſciples, ſaying, 
Take, eat, this is my body which 1s 
given for you, do this in remem- 
brance of me. Likewiſe after Sup- 
per,: he took the Cup, and when he 
had given thanks, he gave it to'em, 
laying, drink ye all of this, for this 
is my Blood of the New Teſtament, 
which 1s ſhed for you, and for many, 
for the remiſhon of fins. Do this, 
as 
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as oft as ye ſhalldrink it, in remem- 
brance of me. Out of theſe words, 
our : Church forms that excellent 
Prayer, Almighty. God our Heaven- 
ly Father, who ' of thy tender mercy, 
didſt give thy. only Son Feſ#us Chriſt 
to ſuffer death upon the Croſs for our 
Redemption, who made there (by his 
one oblation of himſelf once offter'd) 
a full, perfect and ſufficient Sacra- 
fice, Oblation and Satisfaction for the 
{ins of the whole World, and did in- 
ſtitute, and in his Holy. Goſpel com- 
mand us to continue a perpetual 
memory of that his precious death, 
until his coming again ; hear us, O 
merciful Father, . we moſt humbly 
beſeech thee,and grant that we receiv- 
ing theſe thy Creatures of Bread and 
Wine, according to thy Son our Sa- 
viour Jeſus Chriſt's Holy Inſtitution, 
1n remembrance of his death and palſ- 
tion, may be partakers of his moſt 
bleſſed Body and Blood : On the 
parts of this Prayer you may deſcant 
thus, O my God, and my Father, 
didſt thou give thine onely begotten 
Son to ſuffer death upon the og 
or 
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for my Redemption ! what then was 
my ftate, that it was capable of no 
lefſer Redemption than the bitter 
death of thy Son ? A ſtate of fin and 
miſery a ſtate of bondage and fear ; 
a ſtate of darkneſs and affliction ; a 
ſtate of wrath and death, death, e- 
ternal death ; and ſhall I be ſofond 
of this ſtate, as to continue 1n it, 
after thy Son has ſhed his blood to 
receem me from it 2 Shall I deſpiſe 
this Redemption, and not haften 
to be partaker of his Blood, and all 
the benefits of his death and paſſion ? 
O my God, and my Father, 1t was 
an a&t of the moſt tender mercy 
in thee, to offer up thy Son to death 
for me. Ah what Ingratitude muſt 
[ be guilty of towards thee, what 
cruelty towards my ſelf, if I negle&t 
this great ſalvation, 1f I renounce, or 
at leaſt forget my Saviour, and ex- 
clude my ſelf from any Intereſt in 
his death > O blefſed Jeſus, didſt 
thou by thy one painful oblation of 
thy ſelf upon the Croſs, make a full, 
perfect & ſufficient Sacrifice, Oblation 
and Satisfacion for the ſins of the 
: whole 
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whole World. and can there beany 
thing more dear to me than the me- 
mory of this thy love, more worthy 
of my remembrance than the re- 
demption of the whole Word 2 Re- 
demption ! ah bleſſed word! What 
happineſs, what Heaven doth it im- 
port to be redeem'd by Chriſt, isto 


be tranſlated out of darkneſs into a 


marvelous light, out of the Regions 
and ſhadows of death, into the glory 
of the Sons of God, out of a ſtateof 
bondage,into the moſt perfect liberty, 
out of a ſtate of wrath, into a ſtate 
of Love and Mercy, out of a ſtate of 
Dread and Terrour, into a ſtate of 
Peace, and Joy,and Hope, or at leaſt, 
into a capacity of all this ! and doth 
not all this deſerve, that I ſhould 
ever commemorate this thy Redemp- 
tion of me and of the World, with 
_ devout joys, with humble tranſports, 
and the moſt grateful paſſhon > Didſt 

thou need, O my Bleſſed Saviour, to 
 inſtitute,and in thy Holy Goſpel com- 
mand me to continue a perpetual 
memory of that thy precious death 
until thy coming again, leſt I ſhould 
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forget it 2 Ah wretched-nature ! Ah 
wretched ſtate! Can there be any 
temptations that can betray me-into 
fo vile a baſeneſs > Can the love of 
the World, a falſe deceitful World, 
make me forget thee, thy Agomes, 
thy Wounds,thy Death,thy Love? Ah 
my dear Saviour ! can it beſo hard 


'a matter to keep my remembrance 


and love of theeawake, alive, that 
thou ſhouldſt need tocommand me 
thus to commemorate thy death in 
the lively ſymbols and repreſentations 
of -1t, and to enforce thy command 
by putting me in-mind ofthy coming 
EAN ? Methinks;without all this,my 

ove Yor - thee ſhould: have. been fo 
bright-and flaming;that I ſhould have 
deſpiſed all things asdung and drofs in 
compariſon of thee,andhavedefired to 
have known nothing but Jeſus Chrift 
and hirtt crucified ! methinks Tſhowſd 
have lived in the devout contemple- 
tion of thy great 8& excellent actions, 
and thy great ſufferings, till I had 
been weary of this World,and of this 
body "of this poor Beggarly and Im- 
perfect ſtate, and have long'd for my 
Diflolution and Entrance into thy 


— 


preſence !. 
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preſence ! this, thy love deſerv'd 
from me, even though I had been en- 
compaſled with the pleaſures, and 
crown'd with the honours of this 
World; how inexcufable then muſt 
I be, who am one of the meaneſt 
of the people, who have no allure- 
ments, no temptations in my For 
tune, if I forget thee and for- 
ſake thee ! Ah ! how fhall I 
ſtand before thee when thou comeſt 
again, How ſhall I behold theein 
the glory of thy Father, and on this 
tribunal, if I ſhould now forget thy 
ſufferings for me, forget thy love of 
me, and neglect thy laft, thy dying 
commands, the higheſt token of thy 
paſhon for me,ſhewing how ſolicitous 
thou waſt leſt I ſhould loſe the bene- 
fit of thy blood, when thou hadft 
ſhed it! ah! with what,: not ſhame 
and bluſhes, but horrour and amaze- 
ment would my guilty Sout be cove- 
red at thy appearance-! but this ſhall 
never be my Crime, this ſhall never 
be my ſtate, never ſhall my Soul be 
guilty of ſuch ingratitude to the Ten- 
der Mercys of my God, or the tender 
love of my Saviour : No ; my for- 

rows 
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rows overflow me, my heart is wound- 
ed within me, that I have forgot 
thee ſolong already, that I have re- 
membred thee ſo ſeldom, that I have 
turn'd my back ſo often upon that 
Holy Sacrament, wherein thy paſſion 
ought to have been commemorated 
by me; O pardon,pardon,blefſed Lord 
ty unkind, thy unfaithful Diſciple : 
I come to thee, I come to confeſs 
thee, I come to worſhip thee in the 
troubles and deſires of a broken 
Spirit, a contrite paſſion, a reſtor'd 
Faith, and a Revived affection. O 
receive me, cover'd with my tears, 
and with: my ſhame, but raviſh't 
with thy love too; henceforth, O 
my Saviour, I will live with thee, 
nothing. ſhall divide thee from me; 
not. Buiineſs nor Intereſt, not Rela- 
tions nor Friends, not the ſluggith- 
neſs of the body, nor diſtractions of 
the World, not life nor death it felt; 
TI will live with thee in devout 
Prayers and Holy Meditations, and 


- with an impatient paſſion, I will 


haſt to meet thee in the Holy Sacra- 


ment which thou haſt appointed as 
the 
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the repreſentation of thy death, the 
pledge of thy love in the ſymbols of 
thy extraordinary preſence : And, O 
bleſſed God, who of thy tender mercy 
didſt give thy Son to ſuffer death up- 
on the Croſs for my Redemption, out 
of: the fame tender mercy afliſt me 
with thy grace, that I may comme- 
morate that his death, : with that 
Faith and humble gratitude, that I 
may be made partaker of theRedemp- 
tion wrought by it ; help me ſo to 
approach theſe Holy myſteries, ſo to 
receive. theſe Elements of Bread and 
Wine, that I may bemade partaker 
of the moſt precious body ang biood 
of my Saviour, that ſo being walii't 
from my fins by his blood, united and 
incorporated with him by Faith and 
Love, 1 may be ſtrengthen'd and ſup- 
ported, . govern'd and protected by 
him, while I am in the body, and 


may. meet him at his coming again. 


with unſpeakable rejoycing, and be 
acknowledg'd by him as his Faithful 
Diſciple and Follower. Amen, A- 
men, for the ſake of the ſame my 
crucih'd Redeemer and Saviour Chriſt 
Jeſus. = A 


The Exerciſe of Faith. 


A Devout Exerciſe of Faith, Repen- 
tance, Love, and Hope, by way of 
Preparation for the Sacrament. 


Irſt, The Exerciſe of Faith. The 
former Exhortation of our 
Church, to the Receiving of the Sa- 
crament, lays' down the deſign of 
Communion in theſe few, but full 
words ; The moſt comfortable Sacrament 
of the Body and Blood of Chriſt, 1s to 
be recerv'd inremembrance of his meri- 
torious Croſs and Paſſion, whereby alone 
we obtain remiſſion of our ſins, and are 
made partakers of the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven. On which you may thus com- 
ment, Lord, I believe, help thou mine 
unbelief, I believe that thou the Son 
of God,didſt take upon thee the form 
of a Servant, and waſt made in the 
likeneſs of Men, and being found in 
faſhionas a Man, didſt humble thy 
ſeif, 'and becameſt obedient unto 
death, even the death of the Crofs. I 


believe, that by that thy painful 


Death, © indeed to thee, but 
comfortable 
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comfortable and happy to us, thou 
didft not only make an Oblation and 
Satisfaction for the {ins of the whole 
World, if they would believe-.and 
repent, but alſo purchaſe for 'em an 
Eternal Kingdom : I do therefore de- 
fire in this Holy Sacrament to make 
a publick Confeſſion of my Faith in 
thee, I am not aſham'd of the Goſpel 
of Chriſt, for 'tis the power of my 
God untoSalvation, I am not aſham'd 
of thee my Crucified Saviour, for I 
know, there 1s no other name given 
unto Man, by which he may be fav'd, 
but only the name of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. I do therefore moſt earneſtly 
deſire to be made partaker of the be- 
nefits of thy Death; and to have the 
aſſurance. of my Redemption by thy 
Blood, ſeal'd to me; for I have, O 
Lord, a:weight of ſin that hangs up- 
on my Soul, from which, unleſs thy 
Death deliver me, 1t will ſink me 
down into the loweſt Hell; therefore - 
with impatience doth my Soul de- 
fire to approach this comfortable Sa- 
crament, where I may give thee the 
ſincere alſu rances of -my Faith, Re- 
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* comfort to this Sacrament, who with 


entance and Love, and may receive 
o_ the aſſurances and pledges of 
my Redemption wrought by thy 
Croſs and Pafion: But Lord, I know, 
that they only can draw near with 


hearty Repentance, and true Faith 
turn to thee: I do therefore delire 
to place my felf firſt as in the pre- 


{ence of God, and under the awe of 


his all-ſeeing Eye, to examine and 
try my Life and my Heart, and toen- 
ter into the moſt ſincere purpoſes of 


reforming what is amiſs in me; and 


Help thou me, O my God, that I may 
do this as I ought to do, give me that 


juſt fenſe of the weight and impor- 
tance of this- work, that I may do: it 


with care and vigour, convinceme fo 


"of the indifpenſible neceflity of fince- 
'rity, that I may neither hide nor diſ- 


guiſe any fin in my Examimation, 
"nor make any, the Teaſt referve for 


.any in my Reſolution of amendment. 
And, O my God, if through 'the ne- 


ceſſities of my Tmployment;or through 
the ftraitneſs of my time, or through 
the ignorance or prejudice of ry 

h Education, 
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Education, any thing ſhall eſcape 
me, O impute it not to me, but have 
compaſſion upon the Frazltzes of my 
Nature, and the Infelicities of my 
State, and upon whatever weakneſles 
unknownto me, are grown upon me. 

Secondly, The Exerciſe of Repen- 
tance. O Almighty God, Father of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Maker of all 
things, and Judge of all Men, thou . 
Holy, All-ſeeing and Impartial Judge, 
I preſent my ſelf before thee 1n the 
Humility of my Soul, in the grief 
and bitterneſs of my Heart, to con- 
feſs and bewail my fins, and actually 
and incerely to renounce 'em. 

Here conſider firſt the courſe of youy 
paſt Life in general. Thus, how you 
have behav'd your ſelves towards 
your Parents when under their Go- 
vernment, I mean not the particu- 
{ars of your actions, which 'tis impoſ- 
ſible to .recolle&t, but ſach generals 
as theſe; Whether you have been 
notoriouſly diſobedient, whether you 
have notoriouſly neglected the means 
and opportunities of your Education, 
or by any other way procur'd the 

| Q 3 grief, 
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grief, affliction or ſhame of your Pa- 
rents : Then conſider your courſe of 
Life ſince you came into Service, as 
whether you have lived careleſly and 
coldly towards God in an habitual 
negle&, or it may be, contempt of 
Religion, whether you have been a 
Faithful and good Servant, or. on the 
contrary, whether you have livd in 
the cuſtom and habit of Diſobedience 


or Unfaithfulneſs to your Maſter : 


And laſtly, as to your ſelves, con- 
{ider whether - you have lived in a 
habit of Drunkenneſs, Gluttony , 
Uncleanneſs, Pride and Wilful- 
neſs; now if upon Examination, 
you find your ſelves to have been 
guilty of any of theſe things in your 
paſt lives, it will beneceflary to-con- 
fels and bewail your error, altho' 
you have now long ago renounc'd it, 
broken off your fin, and livd a new 


Life ; andit will not be amiſs to con- 


ſider what aggravations are to be 
found in theſe your fins; for example, 
what convictions you have reſiſted 
and ſtifled, what reſtraints you have 
broke through, what inconveniences 
2 you 
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you have ſufter'd by your fins, what 
extraordinary Mercies and Delive- 
rances you have had, what extraor- 
dinary Chaſtiſements God has inflict- 
ed upon you, what Opportunities of 
Grace you have {lighted ; theſe and 
ſuch like conſiderations ſerve to ren- 
- der the Soul more. Humble and Con- 
trite, and to quicken the ſenſe of 
Gods Goodneſs and Loving-Kindneſs 


towards you: When you have thus 


examin'd what the State of your Lite 
paſt has been, you-are ſecondly, to ex- 
amine what the preſent State of your 
Soul is, and here, you are to con(1t- 
der, Frſt, Whether you are now un- 
| der the dominion and power of any 
ſin, and this your Conſcience, if it 

be not ſear'd, will ſoon inform you, 
_ for it cannot but tell you, that it has 
accusd you for the Commiſſion of 
this or that ſin : But leſt you ſhould 
deceive your ſelves, you may exa- 
mine your ſelves in the former man- 
ner upon thoſe ſeveral Heads of your 
Duty treated ofin this Book, as you 
ſtand related to God, to your Pa- 
rents, to your Maſter and Miſtrels, 
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to their Children, to your Fellow- 
Servants, to your Neighbours in ge- 
neral, and to your ſelves : Weigh- 
ing your preſent behaviour and af- 
fe&tion towards each in this, as you 
did your paſt in the former part of 
this Examination. . _. 

If upon this view of your ſelves, 
it appears to you, that you live in 
any tin, you muſt not only bewall it, 
and refolve againſt 1t, but you muſt 
allo make Reſtitution, if you have 
wrong'd your Maſter, your Fellow- 
Servant, or any other ; if you have 
wrong'd 'em in their goods, you muſt 
reſtore it if you can; 1f you cannot, 
you muſt confeſs the wrong, and beg 
their pardon: If you have wrong'd 
'em by Lying, you muſt diſcover the 
truth, and take the ſhame to your 
ſelves : If you havegriev'd, diſturb'd 
and troubled 'em by rudeneſs, con- 
tumelious Language, or any fuch 
way, you muſt make 'em what a- 
mends you can, by confefling your 
error, promilting Reformation, and 
begging Forgiveneſs : If you have 
been injurious to the Souls of any, 
you 
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you muſthe as induſtrious toreclaim 
'em 3 when you have done all this, 
I would not have you make too much 
haſt to the Sacrament : But firſt, 
make ſome trial of the Truth and 
Sincerity . of your Repentance ; but 
in giving this Rule, I would be 
underſtood to ſpeak either of 11ns of 
habitual Omiſkon, or elſe: of thoſe 
notorious tranſgreſſions . 'of Gods 
Laws, which the Scripture calls, the 
works of the Fleſh, the wickedneſs 
inwhich the Gentile World lay, the 
filthineſs of Fleſh and Spirit ; for as 
to defects and frailties, tho' we muſt 
ſtrive againſt 'em, we ſhall never be 
free from 'em : As to Lukewarmnelſs, 
Stupidity or Lifeleſneſs in Religion, 
if you mean by it a form of Godlineſs 
without the power, that is, that 
you profeſs to believe and live civilly, 
but the Duties that you perform are 
done heedlefly and perfunctorily , 
without any ſeriouſneſs,or any reliſh, 
and the whole application of your 
mind runs upon the World ; this 1s a 
State to be repented of, and you muſt 
enter upon reſolutions of greater 
care 
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careand watchfulneſs, and fervency ; 
and having done this, you may pro- 
ceed to the Sacrament , without 
making ſo long a trial of your ſelves 
as in the former caſe ;. becauſe nei- 
ther the Churchnor your Neighbour 
can recerveany ſcandal thereby. 

Now beſide this part of Examina- 
tion conſiſting in an enquiry what 
{ins you have been guilty of, or now 
live in : there isa ſecond part of Ex- 
amination conſiſting in this enquiry, 
what good you have done, what re- 
ſemblance there is between your life 
and the life of Jefus, your Spirit and 
the Spirit of Jeſus for negative 
righteouſneſs is not ſufficient to make 
a man a good Chriſtian, and though 
it be true, that we are not bound to 
the higheſt perfe&ion under pain of 
damnation ; yet the love of God, 
the. love of Jeſus, and the hopes ofe- - 
ternal glory do all oblige us to aim at 
it, and therefore we ought to be- 
moan our non-proficiency, barreneſs 
and unprofitableneſs, I mean not, 
abſolutely ſuch, but comparatively 
with reſpe& to what wefſhould at- 
| tain 
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tain to: And that you may do this 


aright, demand of your ſelves, what 
requital have we made our Parents? 
What aſhſtance' have we afforded 
them ſince God has blefled us? What 
ſhare, of what God has proſper'd us 
with, have we given to the poor, 
the hungry, and the naked> What 
ſervice have we done for the com- 
fort and ſupport of any that have 
been any ways diſtreſſed 2 After this, 
read with a ſober devotion the Bea- 
titudes, Mat. 5. and examine theſtate 
of your Souls by 'em ; thus, am 
I poor in Spirit, contented in the 
loweſt ſtate, reſign'd up to God both 
as to my undderſtanding and my 
will, filled with humble thoughts of 
my own endowments both natural 
and moral? do I mourn under the 
ſenſe of my paſt ſins, and my preſent 
defects and infirmities ? Do I weep in 
ſecrets for the ſins of my people, for 
the . Deſolations and Divitions of the 
Church of Chriſt, for the infidelity 
of Jew and Genrile,and in general,for 
, the diſhonour God's name ſuffers in 
the World > Am I of a meek and 
o quiet, 


my Ia IIS oy ee 
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quiet Spirit,peaceable, and ſlow to an- 
Ser, full of humility and reverence 
towards all, but eſpecially my Gover- 
nours and Maſters, ſtudying to do my 
own buſineſs, and to live quietly in 
my Station 2 Do I hunger and thirſt 
after righteouſnes > Is my Soul in- 
flamed with a defire of ſaving know- 
ledge? Dol delight in the medita- 
tion of Heavenly truths> Am Tl ra- 
viſh't with the Lovelineſs and Beauty 
of works truly great and truly Chri- 
ſtian> Aml merciful ? do 1 delight 
to imitate my heavenly Father as far 
as I 2m abie, being bountrful to the 
needy,compattionate to the diſtreſled, 
long ſuffering towards the off:nder, 
sentle and eaſily intreated, carefully 
ftudying and reſolvdly purſuing the 
00d of all,even of mine Enemies,and 
ſuch, whoſeeither Ingratitude to me, 
or their averſion to their own good, 
renders the work much more difh- 
cult > Am TI pure in heart? Is the 
World crucified to me > Do Iaccount 
all things but dungand droſs in com- 
pariſonof the excellence of the know- . 


ledge of Chriſt Jeſus my Lord?» Do 
I love 
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I love my God, and love my Jeſus, 
even to a thirſt after a diſlolution, 
that putting off the body,I may enjoy 
'em in Heaven? Dol in the fingle- 
neſs and ſimplicity of my heart pur- 
ſue the honour of God without re- 
gard to any by-intereſt or corrupt 
affection 2 Am Ia peace-maker, con- 
tent to purchaſe it for my ſelf, or pro- 
mote 1t amongſt others by. any tra- 


vail or pains,and by very great difad-- 


vantages to my ſelf > Do I purſue 
peace in the Church of Chrift, in 
the State, in the Neighbour hood, in 
the Family, in my narrow, capacity 
withal imaginable zeal > Laſtly, Am 
I willing, if the will of God ſobe, 
to part with all, and follow Chriſt, 
to undergo not only reproach and 
contempt, but if ineed be, the ſpoil of 
all Thave, nay Stripes, Impriſonment, 
and Death it ſelf > Theſe are the 
Heights you are to labour after, 
and though you may fall very ſhort 
of 'em, this Examination will ſerve to 
\encreaſe your humility, to make you 
more importunate for the affiſtance 
of God, and more gefirous of being 
ee ed 
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" ftrengthen'd and refreſh't by the Holy 
Sacrament, nay it will excite and 
quicken your graces 1n you z for there 
is a lovelineſs in Virtue, and: therefore 
the oftner you ſeriouſly behold it, the 

more you'l be enamour'd of it, | 

When you have diſcover'd by this 
Examination the ſtate of your Souls, 
then proceed to bewail 'em before 
God, thus; Theſe and many more 
which I cannot recollect, are my ins, 
O thou Judge of the World,and theſe 
have all been repeated from time 
to time, ſo that they now are grown 
formidable to me for their very num- 
ber,8 yet.beſides this,how provoking 
are the. aggr avations of them, - that 
I ſhould -tin thus in dehance of the 
brighteſt -revelation of thy will, .in 
contempt of thy long ſuffering,::pa- 
tience and goodneſs ;--in contempt 
of thy aſtoniſhing love manifeſted in 
my redemption by the blood of Jeſus, 
in defiance of thy great and precious 
; promiſes, and of all the calls of ay 

Spirit and of thy Providence? nay, O 
my God, I havetrampled under foot 
all my moſt ſolemn engagements, and 
returned 
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returned to the commiſſion of ſin, in 
contempt even of my repentance, my 
vows and reſolutions, and canſt thou 
have mercy upon ſuch a wretch as I 
am ? I know, I havemoſtjuſtly pro- 
vok't thy wrath and indignation 
againſt me, my ſins are gone over 
my head as a thick cloud, they are 
a ſore burthen, too heavy for meto 
to bear, they are more, in number 
than the hairs of- my head, and my 
heart has faild me; but O Lord 
God, I do earneſtly repent, and am 
heartily ſorry for theſe my miſdoings, 
the remembrance of 'em 1s grievous 
to me, the burden of 'em is. intole- 
' rable, I am aſhamed, yea evencon- 
founded under _the ſenſeof my folly 
and ingratitude, I have confider'd thy 
terrour, and fearfulneſs and tremb- 
ling has taken hold upon me; I 
have' conſider'd thy tender. mercies, 
and my Soul is wounded within me; 
for. having fo. falſly and unworthily 
forſaken and offended thee : I have 
conſider'd the humiliation and the 
ſufferings of my bleſſed Saviour, and 
my Soul ſuffers an Agony of love and 
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ſhame with in me: for what I have 
done againſt my dear Lord. I have 
confider'd the Beauty of Holineſs, 
and oath my ſelf for thedeforinity 
and pollutions of my ſins: O therefore 
thou,who doſt delight toſhew mercy 
to repenting . Sinners, thou God of 
love and mercy,have mercy upon me, 
and O'thon. Lamb of God, which didſt 
ſhed thy blood for finners, have 
mercy” upon me; thou that takeſt 
away the ſins of the World, zhave 
mercy upon me ; and O my Heaven- 
ly Father, deliverme not only from 
the guilt, but from the power of my 
fm ; I tremble indeed at thy wrath, 
and my foul faints'within me, when 
I think: of beingiexchuded forever 
from thy preſence z; - but I do alſo 


Joath and deteſt my ſin, O deliver 


me from 1t : aid me- by thybleſſgd 
Spirit that I may conquer and ſub- 
due 'all-my corrupt affections : Olet 
that Spirt which was in Jeſus bein 


me alſo, that the life of Jeſus may be 


feerin allmy actions, and the image 
of Jeſus may be form'd in my Soul, 


and my converſation may bein Hea- 
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ven; and here O Lord, I offer up 
and devote to thee even my Soul 
and my body, reſolving to live a life 
of Devotion, a life of Juſtice and 
Charity a life of Meekneſs and Hu- 
mulity a life of Induſtry and Watch: . 
fulneſs,a life of Purity and Sobriety : 
O Lord ſtrengthen me, O Lordeſta- 
bliſh me by the might of thy Spirit, 
by the power of thy Word, by the 
protection of thy Povidence, that 
I may perſevere and be faithful unto 
the end, and ſo obtain a Crown of 
Righteouſneſs, through Jeſus Chirſt 
our Lord. 

3dly. The Exerciſe of Charity. O my 
my God, thou haſt taught me by thy 
holy Word;that thou art love, & that 
he only who dwelleth in love, dwel- 
leth in thee ; and accordingly, I do 
find that thou art long-ſuffering and 
merciful, that thou filleſt even the 
Wicked and thine Enemies with thy 
goodneſs ; and O my blefled Savour 
and Redeemer, I find that in this 
alſo thou art the expreſs Image of 
thy Father, and the brightneſs of his 
tory ; for thou cameſt from Heaven 
to 
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to Earth to die tor thine Enemies, to 
reconcile man to God firſt, and then 
to reconcile and endear us all to one 
ancther, and has taught us that we 


cannot be thy Diſciples unleſs we love 


one another : I do therefore moſt 
readily forgive all thoſe that have 
wronged me either by word or deed, 
I do trom my heart readily pardon 
all thoſe who have or do with me 
evil, or who endeavour or de{ign me 
any ; I co earneſtly deſire tobe the 
Child of my Heavenly Father, and 
the Diſciple of my dear Matter in 
this point, and therefore being jea- 
lous leſt my reconciliation ſhould 
not be ſincere or perfect enough, I 
do firmly purpoſe upon every oppor- 
tunity to expreſs my Charity to- 
wards mince Enemies, my acts of Love 
and Kinoneis ; and leſt after all, I 
ſhould not be zealous enough to pro- 
mote that Love and Unity which is 
to dear and acceptable to my God 
and my Saviour, left I ſhould not 
tnroughtly *coppy out the Divine pat- 
tern that is ſet me, I will not only 
with unicigned Humility and Aﬀiic- 
| tion 


' The Exerciſe of Charity. 243 


tion of Soul confels my offence, 
make reparation, and beg pardon for 
any wrong I have done others, but 
I will wooe and importune thoſe who 
have wrongd me into a reconcilia- 
tion: For how well muſt this be- 
come me when God - himſelf courts 
and beſeeches the ſinner, and the 
Son of God Preaclft and Prayed, and 
Wept and Died for thoſe who were 
irreconcileably ſet againſt him; and © To be ad 
my God, I do now call to mind how 2. 
unkindly, how unchriſtianly I have ous ot tta- 
behaved my ſelf towards thoſe who ©*'acts 
are my Governours in Church and ; — 
State ; I have often made falſe, ſlan- vernours, 
derous and ſpightful reflections upon 
'em, and have aided and countenan- 
ced others in the like, I cannot make 
to them a Perſonal Acknowledgment 
of my offences, nor ſue to'em 1npar- 
ticular for the pardon of 'em : Here 
therefore before thee my God and my 
Judge, whom I have hereby offend 
ed, I do confeſs and bewail my fin 
and folly, humbly imploring thy par- 
don, and the aſfliſtance of thy Grace, 
that I may henceforth walk in Chri- 
R 2 {tan 
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ſtian Charity towards thoſe who are 
my Governours, thy Miniſters for my 
cood ; not only forbearingall Diſloy- 
alty, Diſobedience, Malice and Un- 
charitableneſs my ſelf, but alſo dif- 
countenancing and oppoſing it in 
all others, as far as in me lies. 

O thou God of Love, fill me with 
thy Divine Spirit, fill me with Bro- 
therly Aﬀection, and with a Fervent 
Zeal for the good of my Neighbour, 
nor ſuffer me ever to be wanting ac- 
cording to my capacity to- increaſe 
the happineſs of the Profperous and 
the Pious, or to relieve the miſery of 
the Afﬀicted and the Sinner. | 

But O my God, whilſt I pray fot 
4 Spirit of Love towards my Neigh- 
bour, Imuſt not forget to beg, and 
begs earneſtly, that by the fame Spi- 
rit thou wouldſt ſhed abroad the Love 
of theemy God in my Heart : O Let 
me ever remember the great things 
which thou haſt done for me; O Let 
meever think upon the Patience and 
Long-iuftcring, which thou haſt ex- 
crcited towards me; above all, let 


my Sc ever adore,andlove,and bleſs 


thee, 
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thee, that thou haſt given thine own 
Son out of thy Boſom to die for me, 
and for all Mankind, that whoever 
believed on him might not periſh; 
but have Everlaſting Life. And O let 
me ever love and glorifie that Son of 


thy Boſom, who haſt loved me, and 


o1ven himſelf for me, and waſht me 
from my ſins in his own Blood ; and 
.O may I ever expreſs 'this my Love 
by a frequent Commemoration of it, 
by Devout Addreſles to thee my God, 
by a Devout Zeal for thy Glory, and 
the propagation of the- Kingdom of 
my Saviour. Amen, Amen. 
Fourthly, The Exerciſe of Hope. 
After all theſe refle&tions which I 
have made upon my ſinfulneſs and the 
Divine goodneſs, upon my. guilt and 
the atonement, and fatisfaction 
wrought . by the Blood of Jeſus, I 
find, that as the conſideration of the 
one beets ſorrow, 1o doth the con- 


{ideration of the other beget hope in - 


me ;.and I ind the trouble of my 


Soul clear up into Chriſtian Peace and .. 


Coinfort : My paſt fins indeed, and 
my preſent unworthineſs, fill me with 


R 3 grief | 
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grief and ſhame, and reproach of 
Conſcience, but thereareother things 
that lift me up from the Earth, that 
wipe away. my Tears, and remove 
the Garments of my mourning, and 
fill my Soul with chearfulneſs and 
delightfome expectations z ſuch are 
theſe, when I conſider the Divine 
Nature, Iam aſſured that God de- 
lights not in the death of a Sinner, 
but delights in exerciſing Loving- 
kindneſs, Righteouſneſs and Mercy 
upon Farth: When I conſider the | 
death of Jefus, I am well aſſured, | 
that it isa full, perfect and ſufficient {| 
Sacrifice, Oblation and Satisfaction 
for my {ins, and theſfinsof the whole 
World; when I laſtly con{ider the 
tenour of the Goſpel-Covenant, as 
"tis publiſht to the World by the Son 
of God and his Followers, I find con- 
taind 1n it pardon of {ins to all repen- 
ting and believing Sinners without 
Reftriction, without Limitation , 
without Exception of any Perſon, 
* Math. 1x. Or Reſervation of any caſe : * Come un- 
28. to me all that travail and are heavy la- | 
* John 3- den, aud 1 will refreſh you. * So God | 


loved | 
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lowed the Woyld, that he gave his ouly 
Begotten Son, to the endthat all that be- 
lieve in him ſhould not periſh, but bave 
Everlajicng Life. * This ts atrue ſaying, * 1 Tim. r, 
and worthy of all Men to be received : '5 
That Chriſt Feſus came. into the World 
zo ſave Synners. * If any Man ſin, we * i Johns, 
hav? an advocate with the Father, Te- 1+ 
ſus Chriſt the Righteous, and he 15 the 
—_ for our fins. And now 1 
ift up my Heart O Lord unto thee, 
I approach near thee, and Sacrifice 
to thee in the joy of hope and thank- 
fulneſs. For tho' I do not preſume to 
' come to this thy Table truſting 1n 
| my own Righteouſneſs, yet I do 
firmly truſt in the multitude of thy 
Mercies, I know I am not of my ſelf 
worthy to gather up the Crumbs un- 
der thy Table, yet Ido with all know, 
! that the Son of God has died for Sin- 
| ners; and that thou art the ſame 
Lord, whoſe property 15 ever to have 
Mercy ; Ido not therefore doubt but 
I ſhall be a welcome and acceptable, 
tho' in my ſelf an unworthy Gueſt to 
this Table, and being aftiſted by thy 
f Grace, ſhall ſo eat the Fleſh of thy 
| R 4 Son 
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Son Jeſus Chriſt , and drink his - 
Blood, that my ſinful Body thajl be 
made clean by his Body, and my Soul 
waſhed through his moſt precious 
Blood, and I ſhall evermore dwell 
in him, and he in me. Amen, Amen. 


Aug. 5. 1685. 
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There is lately publiſhed by the 
ſame Author a Book intituled, An 
Engqutry after Happrmeſs, &C. 
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